REPORT TO THE DIRECTOR OF HOUSING SERVICES FOR THE LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING ON

For decision

SUBJECT:  PUBLIC ART PROJECT AT ARTHUR MILLWOOD COURT AND 

                     CANNON HUSSEY COURT, SALFORD.

1. Recommendations
1.1 That the proposal to place two temporary pieces of art on Arthur Millwood Court and Cannon Hussey Court be approved.

2.
Background

2.1 In March 2001, three public art projects were commissioned for the Chapel Street area.  Funding for the projects was provided through the Media, Arts and Culture programme of the Chapel Street Regeneration Strategy.

2.2 The projects were in accord with the adopted Public Art Strategy and the published delivery plan.

2.3 The project brief asked that artists work with and actively involve local residents in all stages of the commission through research, discussion groups, workshops etc.  The commission did not dictate or suggest a definite outcome as it was accepted that the end result would emerge from the interaction of the artists and the community.  

3.
Commissioned Artists


3.1 Neil Harris and Patrick Ward were commissioned for one project.  They are both graduates of Salford University and continue to live in the City.  The artists have an established track record of working through consultation, responding to specific environments and people.

3.2 The proposal focussed on the area and it’s people and a desire to work with residents of Arthur Millwood Court and Canon Hussey Court.  At the start of the project the artists did not have a pre-determined view on the outcome – rather they wished the end result to develop and evolve through the aspirations of residents.

4. Process – Community Involvement

4.1 The artist initiated the project by attending a meeting of the Chapel Street Residents Forum.  A meeting was arranged with a resident of Arthur Millwood Court to define a starting point for the research.  From this meeting there emerged a framework for further interviews and surveys.

4.2 A questionnaire was devised and hand-delivered to every flat in both blocks.  Information posters and post boxes (to receive completed questionnaires) were sited in the foyer of each block.

4.3 26 completed questionnaires were received along with many constructive comments and ideas.  15 of the respondents expressed an interest in becoming more involved and having interview with artists.  The interviews lasted 1 -  3 hours and were recorded and transcribed.

4.4 The positive response of residents reflected the desire to be involved in work with artists, the opportunity offered to create an artwork – especially anything which would improve the look of the flats – and the chance to improve and enhance the perceptions of others about where they live.

4.5 Most residents expressed a keen interest in continued involvement in this and future projects.  

4.6 Following the interviews the artists developed several proposals and ideas for further investigation.  A meeting was arranged at The Angel to encourage the residents to decide on the piece of work..

5. The Artwork 

5.1 The proposed artwork comprises two statements mounted on the roofs of the blocks –

a) ‘On a clear day I can see Wales’

b)
One yet to be decided by the residents but will reflect the view from the flats

5.2.
It is proposed that the statements face each other so that there is communication between blocks and with the outside world.

5.3
The statements emerged from the resident’s opinion that, in general, the views they have from their windows are spectacular and far-reaching.  These views – the Snowdon mountain range of North Wales can really be seen.– are exclusive to the residents of the two courts.  They are also considered to be a major attraction of living at Arthur Millwood and Canon Hussey.

5.4
The artwork will engage and challenge passers-by and will, perhaps, alter perceptions of high-rise living.

5.5
The proposed artwork has already created much local interest and presents:

· a positive image of the City

· evidence of community development

· innovation and creativity in action

5.6
It is anticipated that response to the artwork will vary from person to person.  The primary purpose is to attract, challenge, amuse and entertain, to make the viewer respond and to make people think.

6. Technical Matters 

6.1 The artwork letters are/will be cut from rigid foam plastic supported on a metal framework

6.2 Professional advice has been taken on fixings and the artwork has been assessed by the City Council’s Health and Safety Officers.

6.3 The artwork does not require planning permission.

6.4 It is intended that the artwork is on display for six months.

7. Further Consultation

7.1 In order to assess the strength/opposition to the proposals each resident received a letter and voting form from the artists.

7.2 78 residents voted (approximately 43.3% of the total).

7.3 Of the 78 responses, 54 are in favour
(69.2%), 23 are against (29.5%) and 1 favours part of the proposal (1.3%)

8. Assessment of further consultation
8.1 It is considered that the 43.3% response is extremely good

8.2 The residents are in favour of the proposals by a majority of more than      2 to 1.

8.3 Whilst it is not claimed that those who did not vote are in favour it is believed that residents who oppose the proposals would have registered a ‘no’ vote.

9.
Conclusions 

7.1
This public art project has successfully brought together residents and creative artists.

7.2 The project has been well supported by the residents of Arthur Millwood Court and Canon Hussey Court. 

7.3 The proposed artwork is an expression by the residents

7.4 There has been positive interest in the three Chapel Street public art projects

7.5 The artwork can stimulate much positive publicity for the Chapel Street Regeneration, the City’s Housing Services Directorate and public art in general.
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