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REPORT OF THE HEAD OF HOUSING

To

THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING 

on 23rd September 2004


TITLE:
CENTRAL – KEEPING WARM IN CENTRAL SALFORD

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Approval to extend the appointment of ScottishPower to manage the CENTRAL project for a further 12-month period.
2. Approval of the proposals and funding of £125,000 for the CENTRAL project as outlined in this report.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The CENTRAL project promotes the improvement of home energy efficiency of sustainable privately owned housing within the Central Salford Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder area.

The project has encouraged the installation of insulation measures and high efficiency condensing boilers using grants as incentives for participating households.

Approval is sought to extend the appointment of ScottishPower as managing agents for the project for a further 12-month period and funding of £125,000.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  None

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

There is provision within the 2004/05 Housing Market Renewal programme and ScottishPower, the managing agents, have confirmed their ability to meet the agreed programme.


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: Housing Market Renewal Grant, ScottishPower and Householder contributions 

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: No


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Yes 

Nigel Dickens, Principal Group Accountant 


CONTACT OFFICER:

Ade Alao 

Tel 0161 603 4210
e-mail ade.alao@salford.gov.uk

WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S):
Blackfriars, Broughton, Claremont, Kersal, Langworthy, Ordsall, Pendleton, Weaste & Seedley


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Housing / Neighbourhood Renewal / Environment


DETAILS :

	1.0
	Background

	
	

	1.1
	The Lead Member for Housing approved the proposals and funding of £75,000 for the CENTRAL project on 23rd January 2004.  Approval was also given for the appointment of ScottishPower to manage the project.

	
	

	1.2
	The CENTRAL project aims to improve home energy efficiency in sustainable owner-occupied and privately rented housing in Central Salford.  The project will also provide an early opportunity for all households living in private sector housing to benefit from the HMR programme.   

	
	

	1.3
	To date, 479 homes in Central Salford have benefited from the project.  This includes 317 Cavity Wall Insulation installations, 323 lofts insulated and 55 hot water cylinder jackets.    

	
	

	1.4
	Additional resources of £67,000 have been secured from ScottishPower for grant assistance and customer contributions for installations amount to £40,402.50 to date.   

	
	

	1.5
	There are currently 85 confirmed orders for insulation and a number of enquiries for energy efficient boilers. 

	
	

	2.0
	Proposals

	
	

	2.1
	ScottishPower has accepted to continue delivering the project acting as managing agents for the City Council. ScottishPower will also bring significant additional resources for measures installed as detailed in the project specification. 

	
	

	2.2
	The project specification identifies cost estimates of £125,000 as further Council contribution to the project.  There is provision for this within the 2004/05 HMRF programme for Central Salford.  This funding will lever in additional contribution from ScottishPower and householder contributions.

	
	

	2.5
	It is recommended that funding of £125,000 be approved towards the delivery of the project.  

	
	


	
	

	3.0
	Conclusion

	
	

	3.1
	Approval of this project will enhance the quality and environmental sustainability of housing in Central Salford. 

	
	

	3.2
	I am satisfied that the implementation of these proposals will contribute to the achievement of the Council’s strategic objectives in Central Salford and complement the Housing Market Renewal programme.  

	
	

	
	Bob Osborne

Head of Housing



