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REPORT OF THE HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING SERVICES


ON   


TITLE :  Proposed Alley gating and Improved Street Lighting in the Patricroft Area of Eccles.


RECOMMENDATIONS :  

That the Lead Member approves in principle further appropriate alley gating and street lighting schemes within the area up to a maximum value of £84,500 within the current financial year. Such schemes subject to appropriate consultation and delivered by the Burglary Reduction Team in accordance with all relevant Standing Orders. The proposed schemes will also be complimented with targeted hardening works within the mentioned funding.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :  As a result of the work being carried out by the Burglary Reduction initiative 5 areas across the city have been identified as Burglary Hotspots, including the Eccles area. 

Greater Manchester Police have noted that during the forthcoming months of September to November there has historically been a significant increase in the number of burglaries and in response to this have produced a report which analyses data over the past three years to identify problem areas. It was found that the Police Q1 beat (Patricroft) has the highest incidence of offences of any beat in Salford accounting for 6.2% of the Cities burglaries. A more detailed analysis of this beat area resulted in poor street lighting and an abundance of alleyways have been identified as causors to the increased numbers of burglaries. 

In order to address these issues the Burglary Reduction Team has proposed a comprehensive package of improvements to street lighting and the addition of alley gates with an estimated cost of £84,500


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK : Medium

Due to tight time scales it may not be possible to complete all schemes in this financial year. Although every effort will be made to maximise spend in the current financial year it may be necessary to make provision within the Private sector Capital Programme for 2004-05 to accommodate any commitments carried forward.

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS 

Private Sector Housing Capital Programme.

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED : N/A

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Provision exists with the Private Sector Capital Programme for the current year to meet the proposed expenditure.

	


CONTACT OFFICER :

Vicky Ryan, Burglary Reduction Project Manager -  0161 925 1059


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S)  Patricroft


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES 

The Government's overall Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy which includes reducing burglary and property crime.

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 which gives the Local Authority responsibility to keep Crime and Disorder to a "reasonable" minimum

The City of Salford's Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy which aims to cut domestic burglaries by 21% and ensure no area of Salford has a rate of domestic burglary more than three times the national average by March 2005

The City Council’s priorities Pledge 2, Quality Homes For All, Pledge 4, A Safer Salford and Pledge 5, Stronger Communities.


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

It is the Burglary Reduction Team’s intention, subject to the agreement of the Lead Member, to develop and deliver a range of alley gating and street lighting improvement schemes within the area up to the limits of available funding.

Priorities will be given to the streets which are most affected by burglaries and we will be using statistics provided by Greater Manchester Police to achieve this.

The streets highlighted in the statistical analysis are 

Gleaves Road

Cannon Street

Roberts Street

Phillip Street

Charlton Avenue

Ellesmere Street

Renshaw Street

Mellor Street

Lewis Street

Fir Street

Station Road

Cecil Road

Ashbourne Road.

As a result of work carried out under a previous scheme, Closure Orders have already been obtained for the alley ways to the rear of Station Road in Eccles and a residents committee has been set up. This will be the first of the schemes carried out by the Burglary Reduction Intiative.

All the schemes carried out will be of a similar nature and the Head of Housing will be updated on a regular basis of all schemes being carried out.
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