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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING SERVICES

ON 24th  FEBRUARY 2005


TITLE:
Proposed Demolition of Shop Units 61-65 Eastham Way Little Hulton

RECOMMENDATIONS: Lead member is requested to note and approve the proposal for the demolition of the vacant shop units 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Details of the current position regarding vacant units at Eastham Way are provided. The report sets out some of the problems that this is creating and proposes a way forward to address these by recommending the demolition of some of the vacant properties


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS   

(Available for public inspection)



None


ASSESSMENT RISK:




Low


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
Housing Revenue Account


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by :  Not applicable 

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by :  Nigel Dickens

PROPERTY (if applicable):                                  Housing Shops Review

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):                 Not Applicable


CONTACT OFFICER:
                    David Atkins (Property & Development) Ext. 3710


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S)

Little Hulton


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:



Crime and Disorder


REPORT TO LEAD MEMBERS BRIEFING





HOUSING SERVICES

TITLE OF REPORT  - PROPOSED DEMOLITION OF SHOP UNITS 61- 65 EASTHAM WAY LITTLE HULTON

1.0 SUMMARY

1.1
This report seeks to inform the Lead Member of the current position regarding the

             shop units 61–77 Eastham Way and to obtain approval for the demolition of units

             61-65.

2.0
BACKGROUND


2.1 Units 61-77 comprise a development of nine shops built to serve the residents of the

             Mount Skip estate.

2.2 The shops are built in two blocks, units 61-65 comprising three vacant single storey shops and units 67-77 comprising six shops with maisonettes above.In this block four shops are occupied and two are vacant. All of the maisonettes are also vacant.

2.3 In common with several other similar estate based shopping developments across the City, Eastham Way has suffered from much vandalism and other anti-social behaviour over the last few years.This has been a source of constant concern to both the shopkeepers and the residents who live nearby.

2.4 The prospect of re-letting the vacant units in their present condition is fairly remote due mainly to the anti-social activities of youths and the general lack of demand for shops in the area.

3.0
DETAILS / PROPOSALS 

Following a review of the Eastham Way shops and the services they provide to the      community, it is proposed to carry out a series of measures which will improve the area in the short to medium term, and deter anti-social behaviour whilst at the same time maintaining the existing occupied shops in order to serve the needs of local residents.

3.1        Initially it is proposed to demolish the vacant block of units comprising units 61-65 

   Eastham Way and to retain the existing occupied and vacant units 67-77.                 

3.2        Other proposals which are currently being pursued include the closure and fencing off                                     

             of the service road to the rear of the shops subject to rights of access being granted   

             to the shopkeepers and those residents who require access to their properties.

3.3       It is anticipated that the formal procedure for closure will take about two months

             assuming no objections are received.

3.4       The cost of the closure and the fencing and gating works is approximately £3,100 and

             this will be met from the Housing Revenue Account.

3.5        As a further measure CCTV has already been installed to cover the front area of the

             shops. The cost of this has been met from the Little Hulton Community Committee.

             Budget.   

3.6        A further report on proposals for the future of the retained shops/maisonettes  will be

             submitted in due course.

4.0       FINANCIAL SUMMARY

4.1
Prior to seeking tenders for the demolition of the shops a budget estimate has been

             obtained.

4.2 It is estimated that the cost of demolition including the disconnection of services,

             removal of asbestos and re-instatement of the site will be in the order of £16,500. 

5.0       RECOMMENDATION
5.1       The Lead Member is requested to endorse the proposal to demolish units 61–65      .

Eastham Way and associated site treatment works and to give approval to the cost

of the work.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
















