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REPORT OF THE HEAD OF HOUSING SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING SERVICES


ON   

Friday 26th September 2003


TITLE :  Proposed Alley Gating and Associated Environmental Works Within Seedley and Langworthy and Specific works to 32-46 Milford Street and Fiddick Court Rear Alley -Way.

RECOMMENDATIONS :   

 That Lead member:

Approve the part funding of 32-46 Milford Street and Fiddick Court site for the amount of £6,829.00 plus landscape design fees.

Approves the principle of letting future groups of alley gating schemes up to the £78k available the financial year 2003/04 from the SRB V and private sector capital budgets. The Head of Housing to be updated on a regular basis with spend profiles and scheme updates.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :   

In order to progress spend of £78k this financial year it will be necessary to enter into a rolling contract with a gate manufacturer to the desired specification of “secured by design”. This will limit the need for several future approvals and will allow the City Council to negotiate on a larger volume of works to a required standard.

The process is to be overseen by the Development Services division, with input on an agency basis from Manchester Methodist Housing Association to secure consents and deal effectively with resident liaison and prioritisation of schemes with the SALI organisation.

. 


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

( not applicable)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK    - LOW – it is anticipated that the funding will be spent on the schemes and achieve optimum spend by 31.03.04.

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS -  Seedley and Langworthy Capital programme funded by SRB5 and Salford City Council 2003/4  in the sum of £50k and burglary reduction scheme capital allocation in the sum of £28k 2003/04.

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED – No

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED – Yes 

	


CONTACT OFFICER :   David Heaney


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S)  :  Langworthy


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES  :  Regeneration, Procurement

Background

The Seedley and Langworthy team have been progressing a number of alley closures and environmental works to compliment enveloping schemes and hot spots of criminal activity from the local crime statistics.

One scheme has been successfully completed on Annie Street and another has had a tender return on Highfield Road/ Fitzwarren Street a third scheme is being prepared for Spring Gardens to be reported on imminently. 

The Milford Street/ Fiddick Court scheme is a mix of privately owned and Housing Association sheltered property and was identified as an area worthy of intervention to limit unauthorised access and fly tipping. 

It is intended to progress other scheme priorities on an ongoing basis from the SRB V Environmental Budget of £50k, and an additional resource of £28k from the Private Sector Capital budget. It is the intention to use the latter budget to pay for security gates only and satisfy the remit of the burglary reduction teams brief.

Future schemes are to be jointly worked up with the resident community based organisation SALI, and a priority of streets arrived at using the existing policy of complimenting regeneration programmes to terraces and the support from resident associations based on the streets in the first instance.

At present the process for alley closures is undergoing a review to streamline the process and make it easier for alleys to be gated without taking the responsibility for maintenance away from the City Council. This policy is due to be presented to Cabinet in October 2003 and it would be the intention of the regeneration team to adopt this approach for future alley gating schemes if approved.

Detail

It is the intention of the regeneration team to ask for permission to spend up to the £78k joint funding limit and to let future schemes that fall within the realms and scope of this report on a rolling basis. Updates to be circulated to Head of Housing when schemes are to be let with costs.

The reason for this approach is the limited timescales involved and the similarity each scheme will have. It is also the intention to secure consents for the work on a rolling basis and to let schemes as quickly as possible for the physical works. It will also reduce the duplication of reports and the time needed to allow for presentation to Lead Member.

The residents associations will then be encouraged to apply for other sources of funding for soft planting and equipment and build on the spirit and goodwill generated by the “In Bloom” competition recently.

Financial implications

Approval is sought for a part funded scheme with Salford First of £6,829.00 plus fees to help pay for partial costs of gates and some minor environmental work. 

Additional approval is sought in principle to progress spend up to £78k for the financial year 2003/04 from the funding available through SRB V and the Private Sector Capital Budget for Alley Gating.

Report prepared by 
David Heaney Urban Regeneration Manager.

Reviewed by          
Kevin Scarlett Assistant Director of Housing Services. 

28th August 2003

