SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION

I Harry Seaton Director of Housing Services in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph 6(b)(xiii) of Section F of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, and following consultation with Councillors Warmisham and Hunt being the Lead and the Deputy Lead Member, respectively, for the Housing Service function, do hereby   approve    

Grant assistance will only be approved in relation to properties that are either let, or intended for use by asylum seekers where specific authority has been given by the Lead and Deputy Lead Members for Housing.

The reasons are  

I am satisfied that approval of grant aid in connection with properties to be used to house asylum seekers falls outside the scope of the existing Scheme of Delegation and therefore must referred to the Lead and Deputy Lead Members for Housing for decisions.

The source of funding is the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:- 

Letter to Hazel Blears MP dated 23 May 2001-07-12

Briefing Note prepared by E J Wooderson 

Draft Policy Paper prepared by E J Wooderson

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Director

Signed 
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Lead Member

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Deputy Lead Member

Contact Officer
John Wooderson

Tel. No. 
0161 925 1261

*  This matter is also subject to consideration by the Director of .................................

    and, accordingly, has been referred to that Director for a decision

Report to the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member for Housing Services

Report of the Director of Housing Services.

Subject:  Grant Applications Relating to Properties Housing Asylum Seekers

Date of Meeting: 13 July 2001

Purpose of Report 

To seek the approval of the Lead and Deputy Lead Members for Housing of the arrangements for considering application for grant assistance relating to properties that are either being used or are intended for use by asylum seekers detailed below.

Financial Implications

Grants to support work to private sector properties are funded for the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme.

Background

In recent months the number of private landlords wishing to let properties within Salford to asylum seekers has increased significantly. This increase is ongoing and accelerating.

To these properties have been concentrated in areas which have been identified in the Housing Strategy as priorities for action due to the decline of the local housing market. In particular both Langworthy and Broughton areas have seen the arrival of large numbers of asylum seekers.

This change in use of properties has been the cause of concern both to elected members, local residents and officers. The reasons for these concerns are wide-ranging and discussed in detail in the supporting documents attached to this report.

Officers are now being approached by landlords seeking grant assistance towards the cost of works necessary to bring properties up to so that they can then let them to asylum seekers. 

The existing Scheme of Delegation does not specifically address the approval of grants in such cases.

Conclusion 

I am satisfied that approval of grant aid in connection with properties to be used to house asylum seekers falls outside the scope of the existing Scheme of Delegation and therefore must referred to the Lead and Deputy Lead Members for Housing for decisions.

Recommendations

That applications for grant assistance relating to properties that are either let, or intended for use by asylum seekers should be the subject of detailed reports to the Lead and Deputy Lead Members for Housing.

That grant assistance will only be approved in relation to properties that are either let, or intended for use by asylum seekers where specific authority has been given by the Lead and Deputy Lead Members for Housing.

Report prepared by:

E. J. Wooderson
Report reviewed by:

R Osborne.
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