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SUMMARY REPORT OF THE HEAD OF HOUSING 


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING SERVICES


ON

28 AUGUST 2003 

TITLE :  BRITISH GAS ‘WARM A LIFE’ PROGRAMME


RECOMMENDATIONS : 
·  
(a)
Note the offer from British Gas to fund the installation of energy efficiency measures in 500 homes in the City through its ‘Warm a Life’ programme.

(b) Authorise the Head of Housing, to negotiate an agreement with British Gas on the implementation of the ‘Warm a Life’ programme.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : 

This report presents an offer from British Gas to fund the installation of energy efficiency measures in 500 homes in the City through its ‘Warm a Life’ programme.  It further seeks authority to negotiate an agreement with British Gas on the implementation of the programme.

It is intended that the programme start in Irlam and Cadishead initially, because of the energy profile of properties in the wards, and extending to other wards in due course.   
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BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

The relevant documents contain Exempt or Confidential information by virtue of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 and are not available for public inspection.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK :

 Low 

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS :

British Gas

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED :

No
   
	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED :

Not applicable 

	


CONTACT OFFICERS :


Ade Alao 

– 
925 1256


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) : 

Irlam and Cadishead 


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES :


Housing, HECA, Environment & Social Inclusion


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1
British Gas has offered to fund the installation of energy efficiency measures in 500 homes in the City through its ‘Warm a Life’ programme.

1.2
‘Warm a Life’ is the British Gas energy efficiency programme for households receiving benefits.  It aims to help households keep their homes warmer and save money on their energy bills. 

1.3 Under the provisions of the Utilities Act 2000, the Government sets energy efficiency targets on fuels suppliers.  OFGEM administers this scheme by setting individual targets and ensuring compliance through the Energy Efficiency Commitment (EEC).  ‘Warm a Life’ is the British Gas EEC programme.

1.4 The EEC, which began in April 2002, is an important part of the Government’s Climate Change Programme, the UK Fuel Poverty Strategy and the Energy White Paper.  Its overall target is equivalent to a 1% per annum reduction in carbon dioxide emissions from households.

1.5 An integral part of the target is that suppliers must ensure that the majority of the total energy savings are achieved from households within the Priority Group.  The Priority Group is defined as those households receiving certain means-tested benefits or tax credits.  EEC runs until 31 March 2005.

1.6 My Officers have been in discussion with British Gas for a number of months to secure significant funding from its ‘Warm a Life’ programme for privately owned homes in the City.  This has culminated in this offer from British Gas.  

2.0
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAMME

2.1 British Gas will provide eligible households with:

· A home survey

· Loft insulation if required

· Cavity wall insulation if required

· A hot water tank jacket if required

· A benefits assessment to check that they receive all benefits for which they are entitled

· 4 low energy light bulbs if they receive insulation

2.2 Households do not need to be British Gas customers or need to change their supplier to qualify for the programme.  

2.3 To qualify, households must receive one or more of the following benefits:

· Income support

· Housing benefit

· Council tax benefit

· Disabled person’s tax credit

· Income-based job seeker’s allowance

· War disablement pension

· Attendance allowance

· Industrial injuries disablement benefit

· Child tax credit (and with an annual income of less than £14,200)

· Working tax credit (and with an annual income of less than £14,200)

· Disability living allowance 

2.4 The programme is being targeted in the Wards of Irlam and Cadishead initially.  Letters have been sent out to 730 privately owned homes in the wards where an occupier is receiving Council Tax or housing benefit.  Further publicity will be carried in the September issue of the Salford People magazine.

2.5 It is intended that the programme start in Irlam and Cadishead initially, because of the energy profile of properties in the wards

2.6 Depending on the level of take-up and availability of funding from British Gas, the programme will be rolled out to other wards in the City.

3.0 MANAGEMENT OF THE PROGRAMME

3.1
British Gas will have overall responsibility for the programme including appointment of contractors, funding the installation of measures, quality control, customer satisfaction surveys and providing regular progress reports to the Council. 

3.2
The City Council will be responsible for introducing the programme to suitable occupiers in compliance with responsibilities under the Data Protection Act 1998.

3.3 The British Gas appointed contractor will be responsible for arranging and undertaking surveys and for the installation of energy efficiency measures.

4.0 PROGRAMME BENEFITS

4.1. The programme will increase the number of energy efficiency measures in homes within the City and assist the Council in making progress towards its HECA targets.

4.2. The programme will also benefit household taking up the measures with warmer homes that are cheaper to heat. It will assist in addressing the issue of fuel poverty in the City.

4.3. Potentially, the programme could attract up to £500,000 investment into the City.

5.0 CONCLUSION

6.1
This report presents an offer from British Gas to fund the installation of energy efficiency measures in 500 homes in the City through its ‘Warm a Life’ programme.  It further seeks authority to negotiate an agreement with British Gas on the implementation of the programme.

6.2 I am satisfied that participation in the British Gas ‘Warm a Life’ programme will provide useful benefits to households in the City, assist towards meeting the City’s HECA and fuel poverty targets, and attract significant additional investment into the City.

Bob Osborne

Head of Housing


