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REPORT OF THE HEAD OF HOUSING

To

THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING 

on 29th January 2004


TITLE:
CENTRAL – KEEPING WARM IN CENTRAL SALFORD
(Energy Efficiency improvements to privately owned homes in Central Salford)



RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Approval of the appointment of ScottishPower to manage the CENTRAL – Keeping Warm IN Central Salford project.
2. Approval of the proposals and funding of £75,000 for the CENTRAL - Keeping Warm IN Central Salford Project as outlined in this report.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The CENTRAL project will promote the improvement of home energy efficiency of sustainable privately owned housing within the Central Salford Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder area.

The project will encourage the installation of insulation measures and high efficiency condensing boilers using grants as incentives for participating households.

Approval is sought for the appointment of ScottishPower as managing agents for the project and funding of £75,000.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  None

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

There is provision within the 2003-04 Housing Market Renewal programme and ScottishPower, the proposed managing agents, have confirmed their ability to meet the agreed programme.


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: Housing Market Renewal Grant 

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: No


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Yes 

Nigel Dickens, Principal Group Accountant 


CONTACT OFFICERS:

Ade Alao 

Tel 0161 925 1256
e-mail ade.alao@salford.gov.uk

WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S):
Blackfriars, Broughton, Claremont, Kersal, Langworthy, Ordsall, Pendleton, Weaste & Seedley


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Housing / Neighbourhood Renewal / Crime and Disorder Reduction


DETAILS :

	1.0
	Background

	
	

	1.1
	The City Council has a statutory duty to promote improvements in home energy efficiency across all housing tenures in the City.  The City Council also has to report annually to the Secretary of State on progress in tackling fuel poverty.

	
	

	1.2
	Privately owned housing has been the most difficult tenure to penetrate in the implementation of energy efficiency measures.  The Eccles Energy Conservation Area project has demonstrated success in promoting such measures to the private housing sector using a combination of partial grants, marketing and publicity. 

	
	

	1.3
	The Central Salford Housing Market Renewal programme presents a unique opportunity to integrate energy efficiency improvements to private housing within the complement of interventions employed for housing market restructuring.    

	
	

	1.4
	CENTRAL - Keeping Warm IN Central Salford is being proposed as a project for improving home energy efficiency in sustainable owner-occupied and privately rented housing.  The project will also provide an early opportunity for all households living in private sector housing to benefit from the HMR programme.   

	
	

	2.0
	Proposals

	
	

	2.1
	The project will encourage the installation of insulation measures and high efficiency condensing boilers using grants as incentives for participating households.  A project specification is attached at Appendix A to this report

	
	

	2.2
	ScottishPower has accepted to deliver the project acting as managing agents for the City Council. ScottishPower will also bring significant additional resources for measures installed as detailed in the project specification and have successfully carried out a similar role with the Eccles Conservation Area project.  

	
	

	2.3
	It is recommended that ScottishPower be appointed as managing agents for the project.  

	
	

	2.4
	The project specification identifies cost estimates of £75,000 as initial Council contribution to the project.  There is provision for this within the 2003/04 HMRF programme for Central Salford.  This funding will lever in additional contribution from ScottishPower and householder contributions.

	
	

	2.5
	It is recommended that funding of £75,000 be approved towards the delivery of the project.  

	
	


	
	

	5.0
	Conclusion

	
	

	5.1
	Approval of this project will enhance the quality and environmental sustainability of housing in Central Salford. 

	
	

	5.2
	I am satisfied that the implementation of these proposals will contribute to the achievement of the Council’s strategic objectives in Central Salford and complement the Housing Market Renewal programme.  

	
	

	
	Bob Osborne

Head of Housing



