SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION

I Harry Seaton Director of Housing Services in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph 6(b)(xiii) of Section F of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, and following consultation with Councillors Warmisham and Hunt being the Lead and the Deputy Lead Member, respectively, for the Housing Service function, do hereby  approve  

The re-approval of the DFG up to a maximum value of £42,000 inclusive of grant administration fee, for 85 Seddon Street to accommodate the costs of the unforeseen works.

The reasons are  

I am satisfied, based on the advice of the Joint Adaptations Team Manager and the Head of Private Sector Housing, that the relevant works are necessary, appropriate, reasonable and practicable.

Further, I am satisfied that the additional costs involved could not have been predicted before works commenced.

The source of funding is the Private Sector Housing Capital Programme (DFG SCA)

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:- 

None Applicable

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Director

Signed 
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Lead Member

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Deputy Lead Member

Contact Officer Christine Bentley 
Tel No. 0161 925 1236

*  This decision is not subject to consideration by another Director

Report to Lead Member for Housing Services, Assistant Director Housing  Strategy & Deputy Director Housing Services
Subject: Disabled Facilities Grant Exceeding £35,000

Purpose of Report

To seek approval to award a Disabled Facilities Grant over £35,000 for 85 Seddon Street.

Financial Implications

DFG’s are funded through a Supplementary Credit Approval (SCA), which is strictly ring fenced.

Provision exists within the Private Sector DFG SCA for the current financial year to meet the costs resulting from the approval of these grants at the recommended levels (see below).

Background

The Disabled Applicant is a 12-year old boy who lives with his parents and younger siblings in an owner occupied house. He is severely disabled and is dependent on others for all aspects of his care.

A recommendation was made for adaptations to provide bedroom and bathroom facilities on the ground floor and a scheme was agreed to utilise the existing kitchen and dining room to provide the accommodation for this child and replace the loss of these two rooms by building an extension.

Based on the results of the statutory test of resources, the applicant’s family was judged to be unable to contribute towards the costs of the necessary works. A Disabled Facilities Grant (DFG) of £22,200 including grant administration fee was therefore approved.

However, once work had commenced it became apparent that the original scheme could not proceed because of the building’s proximity to a main sewer. Therefore, rather than re-route the sewer the scheme was revised, but this complicated the building work required and the DFG was increased to £35,000 inclusive of grant administration fee.

The high level of the grant reflected the need to build a significant and complex extension and to deal with a number of structural issues relating to the house itself, including the provision of additional footings. 

As part of the agreed scheme the original driveway had to be replaced, for logistical reasons this was left until building works to the property itself were nearly completed. Unfortunately, at this late stage in the works inspectors from the Highways Section visited site and required the pavement crossover to be repositioned which in turn meant that the drive had to be repositioned. The additional costs incurred in meeting these requirements are significant.

Conclusions

I am satisfied, based on the advice of the Joint Adaptations Team Manager and the Head of Private sector Housing, that the relevant works are necessary, appropriate, reasonable and practicable.

Further, I am satisfied that the additional costs involved could not have been predicted before works commenced.

Recommendations

That the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member authorise the re-approval of the DFG up to a maximum value of £42,000 inclusive of grant administration fee, to accommodate the costs of the unforeseen works.

Report prepared by:

C. Bentley

Report reviewed by:

E.J. Wooderson
HTTP://COMCAPPS01.SALFORD.GOV.UK/WEBDB30/DOCS/FOLDER/SDM/CMS/HLMR/HLMR310801F.DOC

