HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
13th March, 2002

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
11.30 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor V. Burgoyne - in the Chair

Councillors Dawson, Fernandez, Memory and Upton
Mr. J. Wheelton
} Co-opted Members

Mrs. Thompson 
}

Mrs. Brearley
}

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:


Mr. A. Higgins - Primary Care Trust 

30.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor B.P. Murphy, Mrs. M. Dixon and Mrs. E. Robinson.

31.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 6th February, 2002, be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

32.
MATTERS ARISING - MINUTE 26 - LOCAL AUTHORITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY - A CONSULTATION DOCUMENT
Mr. R. Bernstein reported that the consultation period for the Local Authority Overview and Scrutiny document had been extended until 30th April, 2002.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

33.
WORK PROGRAMME
The Director of Personnel and Performance submitted the work programme for the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee for the period March to May, 2002.


RESOLVED:
THAT the programme be noted.

34.
COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE SERVICE PLAN 2002/3

The Director of Community and Social Services submitted the Directorate's Service Plan for 2002/03 which (a) had been produced in accordance with corporate guidance and detailed the key objectives for the Directorate which related to the seven community plan themes and integrated the Council's pledges, (b) incorporated the strategic objectives for children and young people, adults, the community and finance and expenditure of the Directorate by service area and (c) had now been expanded to more closely align with the overall requirements related to joint review and incorporated a wider summary of the whole system in which health and social care were being delivered.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Community and Social Services Directorate Service Plan for 2002/03 be noted.



(2) THAT all those involved in completing the service plan be thanked for producing such an informative and comprehensive document.

35.
PERFORMANCE REVIEW SSI REPORT
The Director of Community and Social Services submitted a report containing details of (a) the Inspectorate's view of performance for Social Services in relation to Services for Children and Families and Services for Adults during the year April, 2001 to March, 2002, and (b) comments on action for improvement for the year beginning April, 2002.

Reference was made to (i) the Audit Commission's proposals to carry out a comprehensive assessment of local authorities, (ii) the Best Value Review Improvement Plan which would be considered by the City Council in May, 2002, and (iii) resources in relation to the provision of Services for Adults.

Mrs. E. Murphy reported that resources for the provision of Services for Adults would reach a critical stage within the next six months due to recurring costs and a report would be submitted at a future meeting of Cabinet.

The Chairman indicated that the report in the main was positive and requested that all staff involved be thanked for all their hard work and commitment.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

36.
UPDATE ON MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES
Following the meeting of the Committee held on 9th January, 2002, at which Members requested information on the current position and proposed action for improvement with regard to Secure Places, Black and Minority Ethnic People Services and Governance (Minute 11 refers), Ms. H. Wensley submitted a report containing details of the current position in respect of those three areas.

Reference was made to (a) whether the SHIFT programme included an input from Mental Health Services, (b) whether a request had been put forward for Primary Care Centres, (c) the Black and Minority Ethnic People Services and whether there was a link with the Housing Services Directorate and (d) the methods of benchmarking used and the period of assessment.

Ms. H. Wensley reported that (i) in relation to governance, monitoring arrangements were in place in each organisation and a number of meetings had been held to discuss integrating services, (ii) the provision of beds was a specialist subject in that medium/ low secure beds were small in numbers therefore not appropriate to the SHIFT programme and Primary Care Centres, however, Adult Mental Health Services were involved in SHIFT and the Primary Care Centre process and they had been a key partner in developing proposals, (iii) members of the Team did liaise with Housing Services and where possible identified links with other areas of good practice, (iv) in terms of benchmarking comparisons were made with other local authorities, and (v) assessments were carried out every 12 months, however, in relation to the Salford Stage 3 Mental Health Local Implementation Plan each target was assessed bi-monthly.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

37.
ROTA VISITS
The Director of Community and Social Services submitted a report containing details of a summary of the work of the Regulation 22 Visits Panel from its establishment in October, 2001, to February, 2002.

Mrs. E. Murphy reported that from 1st April, 2002, the Standards Care Commission would undertake inspections and the results of such inspections would be public.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT the figures contained within the graph as detailed in the report be clarified and e-mailed to all Members of the Committee, a hard copy of which was to be sent to those not on e-mail.



(3) THAT information in relation to the visits for the next 12 months be forwarded to Members.

38.
LOCAL AUTHORITY HEALTH OVERVIEW SCRUTINY WORKSHOP
Mr. R. Bernstein reported that there would be a Local Authority Health Overview Scrutiny Workshop on 26th March, 2002.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Chairman, a representative from the Primary Care Group Trust and an officer from Salford City Council attend the workshop.

39.
SOCIAL SERVICES PANEL, 4TH APRIL, 2002
Councillor Christine Upton indicated that the training session for the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee clashed with a meeting of the Social Services Panel on 4th April, 2002.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Chairman and Mrs. E. Murphy discuss the clash of meetings with the Executive Support Member for the Community and Social Services Directorate.

40.
SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES BEST VALUE REVIEW PANEL
The Chairman reported that there was a need to replace Councillor Bernard Carson as a Member of the Support for People with Disabilities Best Value Review Panel.


RESOLVED:
THAT an e-mail be sent to all Members of the Committee requesting nominations to serve on the Panel.

41.
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE - DATES FOR


FUTURE MEETINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT an e-mail be sent to all Members of the Committee containing details of the dates of future meetings of the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee until June, 2002.
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