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LIFT DEVELOPMENTS IN SALFORD

UPDATE AUGUST 2002 (issue 2)

WHAT IS NHS LIFT?

LIFT (Local Improvement Finance Trust) is a new way for the local NHS to provide buildings.  Salford PCT (Primary Care Trust) is a LIFT site and we are working with partners on a number of new developments right across the City.

WHAT PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE SINCE MAY?

Excellent progress has been made since the last Salford LIFT Update was circulated in May.  During June many local people gave their views on our plans at the events we ran in Swinton, Walkden, Eccles and Pendleton. Key points from local people are:  

· Most people are satisfied with the present level of service but said that the plans would make it even easier to get exactly the sort of healthcare they needed.

· More than half said that they would like to have other services such as welfare advice at the centres.

· The most popular suggestion was the opportunity to be seen without an appointment.

· 82% of respondents recommended having extra children’s facilities.

These new facilities will also house some city council services depending on what is needed and planned for each area.  Examples include one stop shops, social services library services and housing.

Every Salford GP, Pharmacist, Dentist and Optician has been offered the opportunity to meet with a member of the LIFT Team.   The majority of those who have taken up the offer have been enthusiastic about the possibilities within LIFT for developing their practice.

WHAT HAS BEEN AGREED?

A wide range of stakeholders’ views have been gathered and fed into the process to agree which would be the best site and the best specialism for each town centre.  

At its meeting in July, the PCT Board stated its preference for the following:

Walkden
Fitchfield & Cloverfield Walk

(existing flats opposite the Ellesmere Shopping Centre)
Specialist therapies 



Eccles
Social services Building/Health Centre on Corporation Road
Teaching and learning 


Swinton
Lancastrian Hall
Minor surgery/ diagnostics

Pendleton
Car park, Loganberry Avenue

(adjacent to Broadwalk opposite Shopping City)
Services for Children and young people

Discussion is now taking place with Community Committees and the City Council to finalise the choice of the sites.

Two projects in Lower Kersal and Charlestown which have been developed as part of the New Deal for Communities programme will be procured through LIFT
WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS?
Salford PCT, Salford City Council, and Salford Royal Hospitals will continue to work together with local citizens and other parts of the community, to develop joint services and facilities where it is in the best interests of local people.

Construction of these first, six Salford projects is due to begin late next summer. 

During August and September LIFT team staff will be focussing on:

· Presentations and discussions with Community Committees
· Salford City Council will consider the PCT’s preferred sites.

· A shortlist of private sector bidders will be chosen to work with us on these developments

· A description of services for the new centres will be compiled.

· Development of local stakeholder groups for each project (to get involved please contact Annabel Hammond on 912 1170 or any member of the project team)

· Attendance at Irlam and Cadishead Community Festival on Bank Holiday Monday.

Very early work is beginning on a further four centres for the areas of Little Hulton, Ordsall , Irlam and Cadishead and Broughton and Blackfriars.  These will have more facilities than a traditional health centre and will provide excellent local services for the population. 

HOW DO I FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SALFORD LIFT?

Please contact Nicola King by telephone on 212-4818 or by email at nicola.king@salford-pct.nhs.uk.

or

Come and see us at Irlam and Cadishead Community Festival on Bank Holiday Monday.  We will have free face painting, a magician and give-aways.

