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1. BACKGROUND

Scrutiny of tobacco control and smoking in Salford 

Briefing note for meeting Thursday 11th September 2003-09-02

At the meeting on 11th September, we will discuss:

· Smoking related illnesses in Salford – a description of the inequalities;

· The costs of smoking in Salford;

· Developing twin approaches – prevention (stopping people from starting) and cessation (helping people to quit);

· Different settings – e.g. primary care, schools, workplaces, and communities;

· Different groups – e.g. young people and people of working age;

· Good practice in Salford and elsewhere; and

· Opportunities for development – exploring shared agendas.

There are many ways in which we could approach this exercise. In depth scrutiny of a defined area will be very constructive. The information presented at the meeting will help identify priorities. In advance, Members are asked to consider:

· What should be the focus of the scrutiny exercise?

· What are local people’s views? What do they need?

· How can we engage communities in controlling tobacco and reducing smoking?

· What can public and private sectors do locally?

· How can we productively work in partnership?

· How can we measure our progress?

A briefing from the Health Development Agency is attached, which provides a useful context for scrutinising the situation in Salford.

Dr David S Woodhead

Head of Public Health Partnerships & Specialist in Public Health

2nd September 2003
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