                                                               ITEM NO:

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF PERSONNEL AND PERFORMANCE 

TO THE HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE ON 9TH JANAURY 2002.

INAPPROPRIATE ADJUSTMENTS TO NHS WAITING LISTS

SUMMARY

At the meeting of the City Council held on 19th December 2001 the Leader of the Council said that the Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee would carry out an independent review into the issues raised in the report by the Comptroller and Auditor General in relation to Salford NHS Trust on Inappropriate adjustments to NHS waiting lists which had received substantial media coverage. The Leader also felt until this review had been concluded he did not feel that it was appropriate to comment further.  

The purpose of this report is to seek Members views on the establishment of a Scrutiny Panel to look into the issues raised and produce a report for consideration by the City Council as soon as possible.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. THAT a Panel be established to consider the issues raised in relation to Salford NHS Trust arising from Inappropriate Adjustments to NHS waiting lists report produced by the Comptroller and Auditor General.

2. THAT the Panel comprises of 4 Elected Members and up to 2 Co-opted Members.    

Contact officer: Russell Bernstein (793-3530)

Details

1.1. In July 2001 the National Audit Office published a report looking at the accuracy and management of NHS waiting lists.  Six NHS trusts were identified where waiting lists had been inappropriately adjusted. Salford NHS Trust was one of the six trusts identified.

1.2. Further work was undertaken on the six trusts identified culminating in the production of a further report in December 2001.  This report sets out the results of the further work undertaken and identifies a further three trusts where inappropriate adjustments have come to light.

1.3. The report by the Comptroller and Auditor General produced in December 2001 will be circulated to all Members of the Panel once this has been established. 
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