Friends of Irlam Train Station Meeting 

Thursday 8th September 2005, 7:30pm

1.
Introduction (Councillor Roger Jones)

The Chair opened the meeting, thanked everyone for their attendance and explained that a committee would be elected at this meeting and informed the group of his intention to stand down.

2 & 3.
Minutes of the last meeting (& matters arising)

Guy Williams noted that his name was missing from the last minutes (ACTION - Damian to amend this error).  

Margaret Vaudrey referred to advertising the meeting and suggested there could have been more widespread coverage.  Steve Magner stated that upon formation of a Friends group, there would be a board dedicated to the work of the group at the station, which the group would have control over.  Damian added that posters had been fixed to notice boards at a number of locations around Irlam.

4.
Proposed GMPTE Rail Investment (Roy Chapman)

Roy gave a PowerPoint presentation on GMPTE’s Rail Plan and outlined his vision for Rail Improvement and Friends groups in Greater Manchester.  This included:

· GMPTE’s vision for the railways.

· The 7 themes of improvements to the quality of the rail network.

· The desires of core passengers.

· Problems and challenges of improving the rail network.

· The financial cost of improvements to stations.

· Potential funding streams.

· The role and success of Community Rail Partnerships (CoRPs), with specific focus on a similar scheme in Levenshulme.

· The support that GMPTE can provide to CoRPs.

· Specific references to Irlam station and a vision for the future.

The Chair added that without a Friends group at Irlam, very little improvement would be realised and advised the group not to be daunted by the financial cost of improving the station.

Bill Brock thanked Roy for the clarity of his presentation and added that the popularity of Irlam station should give the group leverage to attract funding for improvements.

Norman Verity asked if special trains could operate from Irlam, such as trips to Southport.  Roy advised that such excursions were feasible but explained that these were arranged by smaller operators and as such there was an extra charge involved.

David Eden asked whether Irlam could have a Sunday service, as there isn’t one currently.  Roy stated that this was also feasible and could be something that the Friends group could play a part in.  (ACTION – Roy to check the timetabling for Sunday services through Irlam). 

The Chair talked about the land around the station and the issue of safe car parking.  Steve added that in Broadbottam there is now a very well used car park thanks to the work of the Friends group there.

Roy again raised the issue of marketing and promotion of the station and that the Friends group could increase local awareness in the use of the station and could make a business case for financing improvements based upon an increase in patronage.

Margaret Vaudrey said that she wasn’t entirely clear as to the role of the Friends group.  The response from the panel was that there is a wealth of support there from GMPTE and the local authority to offer advice and support at every stage, including help attracting funding.

Sue Campayne asked what information exists on numbers of passengers travelling from Irlam and the amount of money spent there.  Steve explained that he has a matrix of all stations in Greater Manchester which details passengers’ journey start and finish points and that the Friends group can access this information.

5.
Election of Committee

The Chair asked for nominations or volunteers for the positions of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.  Guy Williams volunteered for the position of Chairman and this was agreed.  Although not present at the meeting, Sheila Illage had volunteered for the position of Secretary and this was agreed.  There were no nominations for the position of Treasurer, which will be on the agenda for the next meeting.

Councillor Jones stepped down as Chairman and Guy Williams took his seat as Chair.

The Chair recognised the attendance of two pupils from Irlam and Cadishead Community High School and asked them how they had come to know about the meeting.  Thomas Meehan said that teachers from the school had asked for representation from the school council to attend the meeting.  The Chair thanked them for their attendance and stated that there was an opportunity for more input from young people in the future.

The Chair discussed some of the local problems with traffic and that improvements to the station and increased use of trains would be of real benefit to the area.

There was some discussion about advertising the next meeting and a number of ideas were put forward.  

(ACTION – Damian to produce a flyer advertising the next meeting and send copies to: Margaret Vaudrey, Sue Campayne, the high school, Ursula Sossalla-Iredale, Thomas Meehan)

6.
Date and time of station visit

The next meeting will take place at Irlam train station on Wednesday 21st September at 6pm and afterwards the group will move to the Catholic Club to discuss the priorities for the future.

7.
There was no other business

The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance.

In Attendance (contact details supplied):

Councillor Roger Jones (Chair – Ward Councillor for Irlam & Chair of GMPTA)

Guy Williams (Elected Chair)

Steve Magner (GMPTE Rail Development Officer)

Roy Chapman (GMPTE)

Judy Edmonds (Assistant Director – Capitol and Schools Organisation)

Damian Dallimore (Public Transport Community Safety Officer)

Ursula Sossalla-Iredale (Neighbourhood Manager – Irlam & Cadishead)

Councillor Christine Hudson (Ward Councillor for Cadishead)

Janice Hodson

Philip Hodson

Alan Graney

Mary Graney

Barrie Millett

Andrea Millett

Bill Brock

Pat Lever

Dave Lever

Les Vaudrey

Margaret Vaudrey

Thomas Meehan

Ruth Bradford

Sue Campayne

David Eden

Norman Verity

Dennis Hanrahan

Apologies – Nancy Dennoy, Sheila Illage

