Part 1
ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF THE URBAN VISION PARTNERSHIP LIMITED  



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR  PROPERTY ON  24th AUGUST 2006


TITLE  : SELECTION OF PREFFERED PARTNER FOR THE BUILE HILL MANSION DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY 
RECOMMENDATIONS :


That Lead Member 

1 Endorse the decision of the Buile Hill Development Opportunity panel and select the Wilkinson Corporation as the preferred partner for the Buile Hill Mansion Development.

2  Note the submission by Whispers Developments and selects them as a reserve party in the event that the Wilkinson Corporation proposals are not approved.

3 Note that further detailed work on the proposals will now be needed to enable a planning application to be made at the earliest opportunity and for the detailed financial proposals and package to be brought forward for approval.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :

1. The report seeks approval to the appointment of a preferred party and a reserve party in respect of the Buile Hill Mansion and adjoining lands development opportunity. The report sets out the work of the assessment panel ,leading to the recommendation made, following the selection of a shortlist of two potential partners in March 2006. 

2. The report sets out the next steps in moving matters forward which will culminate in the submission of a planning application and the bringing forward of detailed proposals for approval. 


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :  Part 2 report to Members March 2006.

 

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:          Medium






SOURCE OF FUNDING:
None required , the proposals will generate a capital receipt to the Council       





COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):      

1 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS


Title -  Ian Sheard                                                               

 2 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS                      A capital receipt will be available to 

                                                                       the Council

3 PROPERTY                                                The report deals with the property

                                                                       implications.

CONTACT OFFICER                                     Peter Openshaw 0161 779 6126    


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):
Claremont


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES      Regeneration and Improvement of Parks


1 PURPOSE

The report seeks approval to the appointment of a preferred party and a reserve party in respect of the Buile Hill Mansion and adjoining lands development opportunity. 

The report sets out the work of the assessment panel, leading to the recommendation made,following the selection of a shortlist of two potential partners in March 2006. 

The report sets out the next steps in moving matters forward which will culminate in the submission of a planning application and the bringing forward of detailed proposals for approval. 

2 BACKGROUND

2.1 The Lead member for Planning at the meeting on 27th March 2006 approved the selection of two shortlisted parties for further consideration as potential development partners for the Buile Hill Mansion and adjoining lands development opportunity.

2.2. A panel comprising the Lead Members for Property and  Environmental Services, the Executive Support Member for Planning, The Chair of The Friends of Buile Hill Park, supported by Council officers have further considered the proposals submitted by the two shortlisted parties leading to a recommendation of a preferred way forward.

2.3  Selection of an appropriate sustainable future use for the mansion House is critical in terms of the Councils aspirations to secure significant Heritage Lottery Fund in Buile Hill Park.

2.4 In the absence of the Lead Member for Planning, the Leader has nominated theLead Member for Property to take the decision on this matter

3 INFORMATION

3.1 The two shortlisted parties were Whispers Developments and The Wilkinson Corporation.

3.2 Through the selection panel, both parties have been asked a range of questions relating to their scheme proposals and have made a presentation of their proposals to the panel.

3.3 The panel have also sought the views of the English Heritage, The Georgian Group and the Garden History Society in making its recommendation.

3.4 The decision making process has closely followed the format as set out within the Brief for the site and specifically the required submission details as set out in Para 8 of the brief

3.5 The Financial offers made by both parties are set out in the attached Part 2 report which has been done for commercial confidentiality reasons.

3.6 Both parties proposed a hotel/conferencing/function/leisure operation which included the retention and improvement of the Mansion House and the provision of new build facilities on the adjoining land. The schemes have some similarities but vary in terms of their scale and impact on the adjoining park and surrounding operations, and their compliance with the requirements of the Development Brief.

3.7 Both schemes have evolved during discussions between the panel and the two shortlisted parties

Details of the schemes will be presented to Lead Member at the meeting.

3.8 The unanimous view of the panel was that the Wilkinson Corporation proposals should be accepted  for the following reasons

3.8.1 The scheme design is preferred by the selection panel as better reflecting the requirements of the development brief and the future proposals for the park. This view was echoed by the comments of the Three historical groups.

In particular the panel felt that the level of consultaion with these groups , who will have a role in the determination of any planning application, was significantly higher in the case of the Wilkinson proposals and this was evidenced in the final submissions

3.8.2 The Wilkinson Corporation better satisfied the panel with regard to their understanding ,and response to, the community proposals required within and adjoining the development opportunity.

3.8.3 The panel overall had more confidence, based on the submission details and the presentation made in  response to the development brief , in the ability of the Wilkinson Corporation to deliver the submitted proposals.

3.9
Following selection of the preferred party, it will be necessary for them to undertake further work with regard to the proposals to enable a planning application to be submitted. It is therefore proposed that a further report be brought to the lead member for Planning within the next 2 months setting out the key events and associated timescales for taking matters forward.

3.10  A further report will seek approval to the more detailed proposals for the site and financial arrangements at the appropriate time.

4 RECOMMENDATION

Lead Member is asked to :-

1 Endorse the decision of the Buile Hill Development Opportunity panel and select the Wilkinson Corporation as the preferred partner for the Buile Hill Mansion Development.

2  Note the submission by Whispers Developments and selects them as a reserve party in the event that the Wilkinson Corporation proposals are not approved.

3 Note that further detailed work on the proposals will now be needed to enable a planning application to be made at the earliest opportunity and for the detailed financial proposals and package to be brought forward for approval.

5 CONCLUSION

Selection of a preferred development partner will enable matters relating to the future development of the Mansion House and adjoining land to be progressed quickly and will enable the Council to progress its application for Heritage Lottery Funding for Buile Hill Park.
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