IRLAM AND CADISHEAD COMMUNITY COMMITTEE







Irlam Community Centre,







Locklands Lane,







Irlam.







21st September, 2006







Meeting commenced: 7.00 p.m.







       “

  ended: 9.30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Richard Abernethy

–
in the Chair

Councillors Hudson, Hunt and Kean

Sybil Norcott 


–
Irlam WI

Jane McNulty 

–
Irlam Writers’ Group

G Marshall 


–
Over 50’s Group

A Graney


–
Over 50’s and Probus

Nancy Heap 


–
ICHI

Reverend David Wheeler
–
St John the Baptist Church

Ron Parker 


–
Irlam MSFC

Jean Dodd


–
St. John’s Church

P Hodson


}
Resident

N Dennery


}

P McKenna


}

V McKenna


}

Tom O’Reilly


}

Saeed Ali


}

J Booth


}

Liz Hill



}

P Lever


}

D Lever


}

Brian Myles


–
Resident/Council Governor Designate for

Salford Royal Hospital Foundation Trust

Liz Mear


}
Bolton Salford and Trafford Mental Health NHS

Trust

Penny Evans


}

Debbie Kemp

}
Salford Primary Care Trust

Vicky Halliwell

}

Sergeant John Rowson
–
Greater Manchester Police

John Carruthers

–
Trafford Operational Communications Room

Peter Berry


–
Help the Aged – Handy Van Service

Chris Brereton

–
Salford Advertiser

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:


Ursula Sossalla-Iredale
–
Neighbourhood Manager

Judy Edmonds 

–
Area Co-ordinator


Sue Ness


–
Community Services – Irlam/Cadishead


Helen Ball 


–
Community Arts Officer


Lynn Brown 


–
Salford Youth Service


C Monaghan


–
Children’s Services

Claire Edwards

–
Committee Administrator

32.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Jones, Lightup and Mann, Bill Brock, Mary Cherry, Terry Handsley, Trupti Patel, Chris Trueblood and Joyce Wilson.

33.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Community Committee held on 20th July, 2006 be approved as a correct record.

34.
MATTERS ARISING – ACTION SHEET
The Community Committee considered an action sheet arising from the meeting held 

on 20th July, 2006, with specific reference to the following:-

(a) Minute 20(a) – Millennium Walkway (Locklands Lane to Farnham Drive)
Councillor Kean referred to the problems that were being caused by people riding motorbikes along the above walkway.  He reported that some funding had been identified to install a barrier, which would allow disabled access, and details of costs in relation to a galvanised knee rail were currently being awaited.  It was noted that there was insufficient funding for the pathway to be resurfaced.

RESOLVED:
THAT an update be provided at the next meeting of the Community Committee.

(b)
Minute 20(f) - Junction at Cutnook Lane/Moorfield Road
It was reported that the above scheme design was included in the list of schemes that had been identified to be funded by the devolved highways budget and would be progressed accordingly.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(c)
Minute 20(g) – Liverpool Road Corridor (bottom of Moorfield Road, near to TSB

Bank)
It was reported that a meeting had taken place with the landowner and a feasibility scheme was to be designed, which, together with estimated costs, would be presented to a future meeting of the Community Committee.  It was noted that the service road in question was an unadopted, private road and that it would not therefore be possible for any proposed scheme to be implemented from public money – the landowner would be requested to fund the scheme.

RESOLVED:
THAT an update be provided at a future meeting of the Community Committee.

(d) Minute 20(m) – Devolved Highways Budget
The following estimate was reported with regard to the proposed scheme to make the traffic lights at the junction of Liverpool Road and Fairhills Road pedestrian friendly:-

Installing tactile at all arms of junction and traffic control plus associated ducting

Civil engineering works
£35,329.82

Traffic signal works

£38,000.82

+ VAT

RESOLVED:
THAT the above item be included on the agenda for the next meeting of the Community Committee.

(e) Minute 22(d) – Irlam Police Station
With regard to the future of Irlam Police Station, it was reported that the following response had been received from Inspector Jill Gorse:-

‘I have been made aware that at the last Community Committee meeting, a member of the community announced that Irlam post is to shut.  That is true.... but NOT until we have identified another location to accommodate the Community Beat Officers (CBOs) and Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs). They will remain based in the community providing Neighbourhood Policing.

There will be no reduction in policing in Irlam.  The 24/7 response staff will parade on at Eccles and be deployed to Irlam, where they will respond to calls and police as they do now. 


I have recently doubled the PCSO staff at Irlam and will send more there as soon as they are in post. Although one CBO has been brought back to Eccles, we will return to three CBOs as soon as our current abstractions due to sickness are resolved.’

RESOLVED:
THAT the response be noted.
(f)
Minute 28 – Liverpool Road Corridor

It was reported that, with regard to the serious concerns that had been expressed by 

the Community Committee in relation to the poor appearance of a number of 

developments on Liverpool Road, the following response had been received:-

‘Councillors Merry and Lancaster met with ward councillors on a recent walkabout and 

a number of issues were raised.  Consultants have been appointed to undertake a 

feasibility study of the Liverpool Road corridor and details will be shared upon 

completion of that study.’
RESOLVED:
THAT the response be noted.

35.
BUDGET APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY

INITIATIVES BUDGET PANEL HELD ON 5TH SEPTEMBER, 2006
The Neighbourhood Manager submitted (a) the recommendations arising from the above meeting, and (b) the financial position statement in respect of the devolved budget, as at 21st August, 2006.

The Neighbourhood Manager informed the Community Committee of an additional application that had been submitted by the residents of Raven Drive, Heron Drive and Kestrel Drive, for the sum of £200 towards the cost of a bonfire and fireworks.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations arising from the above meeting with regard to the applications from (a) The Meadows Social Club, (b) Eccles and District Vets Bowling League, (c) Irlam and Cadishead Family Cycling Group and (d) The Add Action Project, be endorsed.



(2) THAT the additional application detailed above be approved, subject to the receipt of bank details from Moss Vale Residents’ Association.



(3) THAT the financial position statement be noted.

36. COMMUNITY FESTIVAL
The Chairman, Debbie Kemp and Sue Ness gave a presentation with regard to the Community Festival that had taken place on Bank Holiday Monday 28th August, 2006 at Prince’s Park in Irlam, which had been extremely successful.  During the presentation, photographs that had been taken during the event were displayed.  It was reported that the Festival Committee were proposing to prepare a 3-year plan which would hopefully assist with securing funding.  As part of this plan, it was intended that the work that had been undertaken with young people, encouraging their involvement in arts activities, would be continued and strengthened.

A special tribute was paid to Paul Davis, who had written a letter to the Advertiser the previous year criticising some aspects of the 2005 festival.  Paul was invited to join the Festival Committee to help organise the 2006 event, which he did, and he took charge of the ‘rural’ village, which he organised with great success.

The Chairman thanked Christine Howard, Senior Events Officer at the City Council, for the crucial role that she had played in facilitating the festival.  He explained that Christine had provided inspiration and enthusiasm, as well as practical help and expert knowledge in relation to such issues as health and safety, risk assessments, child protection policies, etc.  The Chairman reported that Christine’s post was in the process of being reviewed and it was possible that she would not be involved in the organisation of next year’s event.  Members of the Community Committee expressed their disappointment and concern at this prospect and raised the question as to whether, should Christine’s involvement end, another officer would be appointed to assist the Festival Committee in the same way.  The Chairman indicated that a request had been submitted to the Chief Executive, on behalf of the Political Executive Group, for the Festival Committee to be provided with support from the City Council with regard to the organisation of next year’s event.

The Chairman referred to the City Council’s overall commitment to community events.  He indicated that, if the City Council wanted events to be held in Salford that the city could be proud of, and that could stand in comparison with the best in other parts of Greater Manchester, then they needed to commit themselves more fully to making this happen.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the content of the presentation be noted.

(2) THAT the Festival Committee, and all those who had been involved in

the organisation of the Community Festival, be thanked for all their hard work and congratulated on the success of the event.

(3) THAT it be noted that Community Committee members supported the

request that had been submitted to the Chief Executive for the Festival Committee to be provided with support from the City Council with regard to the organisation of next year’s event.



(4) THAT it be noted that anybody interested in becoming a member of the Festival Committee was invited to contact the Neighbourhood Manager on telephone number 606 6778.

37. UPDATE ON PUBLIC ART FEATURE
Helen Ball submitted an update report on the public art feature that was to be located on the new Cadishead Way roundabout on the A57.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT anybody wishing to add ideas, contact the artists and/or complete the online questionnaire, visit www.islandart.org.uk.




(3) THAT anybody requiring further information contact Helen Ball on

telephone number 606 6736.

38. HELP THE AGED – THE HANDY VAN
Peter Berry provided information regarding the Handy Van scheme, a unique home support service from Help the Aged, the aim of which was to make elderly people feel safer in their homes by installing security equipment such as door chains, window locks and viewers.  Smoke detectors could also be fitted if required.

Peter Berry explained that a free service was delivered to those who met the following criteria:-

· were over 60 years of age,

· did not pay income tax (excluding tax on personal pensions),

· disposable savings/assets did not exceed £20,000 (not including the value of their home),

Peter Berry reported that the Handy Van scheme was currently being reviewed and the possibility of the inclusion of services such as small repairs, gardening jobs, assembling flat back furniture, etc., was being considered.

RESOLVED:
THAT anybody wanting to use the Handy Van scheme, or who knew somebody who would benefit from the service, contact the team on telephone number 01255 473 999.

39. BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE
Judy Edmonds gave a presentation on proposals for the transformation of secondary school education in Salford.  She explained that the vision was to improve educational standards and help all pupils to achieve their potential.  This would involve the creation of schools that were a source of pride and the provision of practical resources for local people of all ages and backgrounds in the community.  To support this vision, buildings for the 21st century were to be created, and choice and a greater range of services at each secondary school were to be provided.

Judy Edmonds explained that the proposals for future investment under the £110 million Building Schools for the Future programme involved St. Ambrose Barlow RC, Walkden High, Moorside High, The Swinton High, Irlam and Cadishead Community High, St Patrick’s RC, All Hallows RC and Wentworth High.  St. George’s RC would close.

Judy Edmonds indicated that the investment proposal with regard to Irlam and Cadishead Community High related to a refurbishment of the existing building.  

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the content of the presentation be noted.



(2) THAT it be noted that the Community Committee supported the proposed refurbishment of Irlam and Cadishead Community High School.



(3) THAT it be noted that anybody wishing to comment on the proposals was invited to complete the questionnaire that had been circulated, or respond on-line at www.salford.gov.uk/bsf, by 25th October 2006.

40. VISION FOR CHAT MOSS
The Chairman referred to a letter that Councillor Jones had sent to the residents of Chat Moss, which had been circulated with the agenda.  The letter informed the residents of the progress that had been made to date and asked them to identify the roads/sections of road that were most in need of repair.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Community Committee’s support with regard to the work that was being undertaken by the Chat Moss Local Land and Produce Group be noted.

41. COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN ACHIEVEMENTS 2005/06 AND COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 2006/07
The Neighbourhood Manager circulated (a) a list of the officers who formed the Neighbourhood Management Team and (b) a report detailing the achievements with regard to the Community Action Plan 2005/06.  She introduced (i) Lynn Brown, Senior Neighbourhood Youth Work Manager for Irlam and Cadishead and (ii) Vicky Halliwell, Health Improvement Officer, to the Community Committee.

The Neighbourhood Manager gave a presentation with regard to suggested priorities to be included in the Community Action Plan 2006/07.  

Discussion took place regarding other issues in the area, during which reference was made to the following:-

· The need for consideration to be given as to how congestion could be reduced in relation to traffic travelling towards Eccles.

· An accident that had occurred a few weeks earlier which had resulted in Liverpool Road having been closed from 2.00 a.m. until 9.20 a.m. in the direction travelling towards Eccles – concern was expressed regarding access issues, should an emergency have occurred in the area during that time.

· The possibility of the football pitches at Prince’s Park and Cadishead Park being relocated in order to make better use of those parks.

· The possibility of the canal towpath on the opposite side to the bypass being extended to run along the full length of the canal.

· The possibility of alley-gating being implemented where appropriate.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information and comments be noted.



(2) THAT ‘Investigate the possibility of alley-gating being undertaken where appropriate’ be included in the Community Action Plan 2006/07.

42. BOLTON SALFORD AND TRAFFORD MENTAL HEALTH NHS TRUST – APPLICATION TO BECOME AN NHS FOUNDATION TRUST
Liz Meyer gave a presentation regarding the Trust’s proposal to become an NHS Foundation Trust, with specific reference to the following:-

· What is a Foundation Trust?

· Why do we want to be one?

· Risks – we will be prepared for them and manage them.

· Benefits.

· How would the Trust be run?

· Who will be governors?

· What happens next?

Liz Meyer referred to the consultation document that had been circulated with the agenda for the meeting.  She invited members of the Community Committee to give their comments, and to register their interest in becoming a member of the NHS Foundation Trust, by completing and returning the feedback form, that was located at the back of the document, to the address indicated by 9th October, 2006.

RESOLVED:
THAT the content of the presentation be noted.

43. POLICE ISSUES
(a) Communication
John Carruthers provided information regarding how calls that were made to the general enquiries telephone number (822 5050) were dealt with by operators in the Trafford Operational Communications Room.

Concerns were expressed by some Community Committee members regarding calls that they had made to the above number, which related to (a) having been unable to get through to an operator, (b) having been put on hold for long periods, (c) the operator having been unfamiliar with Irlam and Cadishead, and (d) an inappropriate response having been made to incidents that had been reported.

John Carruthers responded that (i) an extremely high density of calls were received at Trafford Operational Communications Room, (ii) should all the operators be engaged, calls would be diverted to an alternative Operational Communications Room serving Manchester, and (iii) the system was in the process of being modified and improvements were already becoming evident.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(b) Crime and Disorder Update
Sergeant Rowson provided an overview with regard to crime and disorder issues in the area, with specific reference to the following:-

· A two day operation that had been carried out in Patricroft and Irlam/Cadishead which had resulted in 20 arrests.

· An operation that had been undertaken involving a traffic car having been set up on Liverpool Road from which vehicle details had been checked on the Police National Computer – this had led to three arrests, 12 vehicles having been seized, 12 vehicles having been found to have no insurance, one vehicle having been found to have been stolen and the sum of £10,000 having been obtained in fines and fees.

· Recent locations for the mobile police station had included Tiger Moth Square, Liverpool Road and Tesco.

· An operation that had been carried out with regard to off road motor bikes which had resulted in 14 warnings being issued – the police would have the power to seize those motor bikes should they find them being used again.

· The following crime figures for the last two months were reported in respect of Irlam and Cadishead:-

· Burglary – 8

· Theft of motor vehicles – 24 (main offender had since been arrested)

· Theft from motor vehicle – 25 (as above).

· Irlam Police Station would be closing in approximately 18 months.  The Community Beat Officers (CBOs) and Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) would continue to provide neighbourhood policing at a police post in the area.  It was anticipated that a third CBO, and additional PCSOs, would be allocated to Irlam and Cadishead in the near future.

· The rapid response officers were to be based at Eccles Police Station and be deployed to Irlam where they would respond to calls and police as they did now.

· The shift patterns of the CBOs and PCSOs would be changing in the near future, following which officers would be working in the area up until 2.00 a.m., rather than 12.00 noon.

· With regard to anti social behaviour, a team of officers visited hotspots every weekend in order to try and tackle this issue.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

44.
INFORMATION EXCHANGE/GOOD NEWS
RESOLVED:
THAT the following information be noted:-

· A competition had been held, involving local schoolchildren, with regard to a name for the new residential care home that had been built on the site of the former Beechfield Care Home – the new care home was to be called Hartley Green.

· Local Democracy Day was to be held on Friday 29th September, 2006, from 11.00 a.m. until 7.00 p.m., at Salford Civic Centre (transport provided).

45.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
RESOLVED:
THAT the following items for information be noted:-

· Information regarding the Community Health and Wellbeing Fund.

· Details of the future use of the Buile Hill Mansion site.

· Briefing report re. odours from re-development of the former tar works at Hayes Road, Cadishead.

· Invitation to attend the Annual General Meeting of the Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust, which was to be held on Monday 25th September, 2006, at Hope Hospital, commencing at 6.00 p.m.

· Salford Community Transport – furniture recycling service.

46.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the next meeting of the Community Committee would be held on Thursday 16th November, 2006, at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Penry Avenue, Cadishead, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
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