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16th November, 2006







Meeting commenced: 7.00 p.m.







       “

  ended: 9.25 p.m.

PRESENT:
Richard Abernethy

–
in the Chair

Councillors Hudson, Hunt, Kean, Jones, Lightup and Mann

Nancy Heap


–
ICHI

Ray Richardson

–
Probus

Bill Brock


–
Friends of Irlam Rail Station

Sybil Norcott


–
Irlam WI

John Morley


–
Irlam Rotary Club

Ron Parker 


–
Irlam MSFC

Vicky Halliwell 

–
Salford Primary Care Trust

P Hodson 


}
Resident

Saeed Ali 


}

A W Dean


}

S Illidge


}

F Oakes


}

I Oakes


}

Lynne Patten


}

Eric Patten


}

Kathryn Bate


}

Christine Richardson
}



Tom O’Reilly 

}

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:


Ursula Sossalla-Iredale
–
Neighbourhood Manager

Judy Edmonds 

–
Area Co-ordinator


Chris Trueblood

–
Community Development Worker


Don Brown


–
Head of Community Safety


Alan Rowley 


–
Liveability Services, Environment Directorate


Eileen Buchan

–
Youth Service Locality Manager

Claire Edwards

–
Committee Administrator

47.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Mary Cherry, Susan Cotterill, Terry Handsley, Jane McNulty and Trupti Patel.

48. BASIL PEARSON
The Chairman informed the meeting of the recent death of Basil Pearson, a former member of the Community Committee, who had been involved in community activities for many years, and who had won the Heart of Salford Award in 2005.

RESOLVED:
THAT a letter be sent, on behalf of the Community Committee, conveying Members’ condolences to Mrs. Pearson and her family.

49.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Community Committee held on 21st September, 2006 be approved as a correct record.

50.
MATTERS ARISING – ACTION SHEET
The Community Committee considered an action sheet arising from the meeting held 

on 21st September, 2006, with specific reference to the following:-

(a) Minute 34(a) - Millennium Walkway (Locklands Lane to Farnham Drive)
Councillor Kean reported that costings had now been obtained with regard to the installation of a galvanised knee rail in order to prevent people from riding motorbikes along the above walkway.  The cost was higher than had been anticipated and the possibility of a contribution being made from the Housing Minor Sites Budget was to be considered.

RESOLVED:
THAT an update be provided at the next meeting of the Community Committee.

(b) Minute 34(c) – Liverpool Road Corridor (bottom of Moorfield Road, near to TSB Bank)
It was reported that the introduction of a one way system in the above area was likely to cost approximately £6,000 and discussions were taking place as to how this scheme could be funded.

RESOLVED:
THAT an update be provided at the next meeting of the Community Committee.

(c) Minute 34(d) – Devolved Highways Budget – Traffic Lights at Fairhills Road
It was reported that details of the final design and costing were awaited from Greater Manchester Urban Traffic Control Unit.

RESOLVED:
THAT an update be provided at the next meeting of the Community Committee.

(d) Minute 41 – Community Action Plan Achievements 2005-06/Community Action Plan 2006-07
It was noted that ‘Investigate the possibility of alley-gating being undertaken where appropriate’ was included in the Community Action Plan 2006-07.

RESOLVED:
THAT anybody wishing to obtain a copy of the above document contact the Neighbourhood Manager on telephone number 606 6778.

51.
BUDGET APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY
INITIATIVES BUDGET PANEL HELD ON 8TH NOVEMBER, 2006
The Neighbourhood Manager submitted (a) the recommendations arising from the above meeting, and (b) the financial position statement in respect of the devolved budget, as at 30th October, 2006.

Alan Rowley provided background information in relation to the application that had been submitted by Salford Ranger Team for the sum of £9,925 to fund the ranger post until March 2007.  Reference was made to the possibility of funding being obtained from another source which may enable the project to continue during summer 2007.

The Neighbourhood Manager informed the meeting of an additional application that had been submitted by Environmental Services, for the sum of £1,250 towards the installation of barrier gates at Silver Street.

Vicky Halliwell referred to the Irlam and Cadishead Community Health and Well Being Fund, of which £13,282 remained available, and encouraged community groups in the area to submit applications to this fund.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations arising from the above meeting with regard to the applications from (a) St. Clements Court Tenants’ Association, (b) Salford Disability Forum, (c) Over 50’s Club Irlam Community Centre, (d) Holly Court Social Club, (e) Positive Moves, (f) Salford Ranger Team, (g) Irlam and Cadishead Social Inclusion Group, be endorsed.



(2) THAT the additional application detailed above be approved.



(3) THAT the financial position statement be noted.

52.
HELPING HANDS MINOR REPAIR SERVICE
J Ball gave a presentation on a Citywide Handypersons Service delivered by ‘Helping Hands,’ during which specific reference was made to the following:-

· Reasons for a Handyperson Service,

· Local Handypersons Background,

· Salford Handyperson Model,

· Accountability and Structure,

· Partners,

· The Facts,

· Cost to the NHS from falls,

· Savings to the NHS,

· Case study,

· Priority service,

· Types of priority work,

· Non-priority service,

· Subsidised rate,

· Full rate,

· Non-priority clients,

· Response times,

· Office staff,

· Handypersons, and

· Vans.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT J Ball be thanked for an interesting and informative presentation, the content of which be noted. 



(2) THAT it be noted that Members of the Committee congratulated the City Council on the above service and suggested that further efforts be made to promote the project in the area.



(3) THAT anybody requiring further information with regard to the service contact Helping Hands on telephone number 793 9419 or by email at  helpinghandsmrs@btconnect.com.

53.
FRIENDS OF IRLAM RAIL STATION
Chris Trueblood gave a presentation regarding the Sunday Rail Service and overall planned improvements to the station, during which specific reference was made to the following:-

· Setting up and developing a Railway Friends’ Group in Irlam,

· Members of Friends’ Group,

· Survey Report,

· Key objectives,

· Car parking facilities,

· Achievements,

· Future considerations,

· Partnership working,

· Brief comparisons.

Reference was made to (a) the lack of disabled access at the station, in relation to which Committee members expressed serious concerns, (b) the need to publicise the services provided – the possibility of timetable information and ticket prices being displayed outside the entrance to the station was suggested, and (c) the need for a secure car park to be located near to the station.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Chris Trueblood be thanked for an interesting and informative presentation, the content of which be noted.



(2) THAT a letter be sent to Network Rail outlining the Committee’s concerns in relation to the lack of disabled access at the station and requesting that this situation be addressed as soon as possible.

(3) THAT the above suggestion regarding publicising the train services

that were available be considered by the Friends of Irlam Rail Station Group.



(4) THAT an email be sent to the Lead Member for Planning informing him of the Committee’s concerns regarding the lack of disabled access at the station, and requesting his support regarding the request for the situation to be addressed.

54.
PUBLIC ART FEATURE
A report was submitted from the community artists, Liam Curtin and Marcela Livingston, which provided the Committee with an update on progress in relation to the public art project.  As the community artists had been unable to attend the meeting, they had requested that a Special Meeting of the Committee be arranged to take place on either 7th or 14th December, 2006, in order for consideration to be given to this matter.

Discussion took place regarding the above request and Members of the Committee were in agreement that very few people were likely to be available to attend a Special Meeting in December, due to Christmas events and activities.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Community Artists be invited to present their proposals at the January meeting of the Community Committee.



(2) THAT anybody requiring further information in relation to the above project contact Shirley Lundstram on telephone number 778 0831.

55.
THE SALFORD AGREEMENT
Don Brown and Paul Brighouse presented a report which (a) explained that the Salford Agreement was an agreement between local public services and the Government on priorities for improving the quality of life for the people of Salford, (b) listed objectives which public consultation and statistical information suggested required improvement, (c) indicated that the Salford Agreement sought to reduce the gap between the achievement in Salford and the rest of the country, (d) explained that part of this process would involve narrowing the gap between the most deprived parts of Salford and the rest of the City, and (e) identified the groups of people and areas in Salford that were priorities for action.

Members of the Committee were asked to complete a questionnaire on how the objectives of the Salford Agreement could be achieved.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

56.
PETITION AGAINST POOR CONDITION OF FOOTPATHS IN AND AROUND THE DE

TRAFFORDS ESTATE, IRLAM M44 6LP
The Chairman read out the following petition that had been submitted to the meeting of Council that had taken place on Wednesday 15th November, 2006:-

‘We the undersigned wish to complain most strongly about the disrepair and dangerous condition of the footpaths in and around the above estate, particularly as part of this estate is a sheltered housing complex, and very many of the estate’s residents are either elderly and/or disabled.’

RESOLVED:
THAT an email be sent to Urban Vision indicating the Community Committee’s support in respect of the above petition.

57.
OPEN FORUM
(a) Police Issues
A local resident expressed concern regarding a number of issues which included (i) incidents involving damage having occurred to his property, (ii) lack of action by the police in relation to those incidents, (iii) a general lack of police officers in the area, and (iv) the absence of the police at the meeting.

The Chairman explained that the police attended meetings of the Community Committee upon invitation as it had previously been agreed that it was unnecessary for an officer to be present at every meeting.

The resident objected to the note that was included on the agenda, which requested that items raised during the Open Forum should previously be discussed with an officer from the City Council, or with a Ward Councillor.

The Chairman explained that the above note had been included on the agenda in order to enable arrangements to be made, where possible, for responses to be provided to items raised.

RESOLVED:
THAT the police be invited to attend the next meeting of the Community Committee in order for police issues to be discussed.

(b) Penry Avenue
It was reported that the potholes that had been located on Penry Avenue had recently been repaired and that Reverend Tallon, from St. Mary’s Church, had indicated that he wished to express his gratitude with regard to the work that had been carried out.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(c) Merlin Road
Reference was made to the poor condition of the road surface at Merlin Road and it was reported that residents had previously been informed that action was to be undertaken to address this matter, however, work had not yet been carried out.

RESOLVED:
THAT information be sought from Trupti Patel as to when the above work was to be undertaken.

(d) Red City Stadium
Reference was made to the planning application that had been submitted by Red City Developments regarding the erection of a new 20,000 seat sports stadium and associated developments on land between the Manchester Ship Canal and Liverpool Road, Eccles.  It was reported that, following a public enquiry which had taken place earlier in the year, the Inspector had recently granted planning permission, subject to conditions, some of which related to highway improvements.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(e) Opal Telecom Ltd
Reference was made to a planning application that had been submitted by Opal Telecom Ltd regarding the erection of a three storey building on land at the corner of Siemans Road, Brinell Drive and Martens Road, Irlam, together with associated car parking, service yard, landscaping and construction of new and alteration to existing vehicular and pedestrian access.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(f) Eileen Buchan
Eileen Buchan informed the Committee that she had recently been appointed as Youth Service Locality Manager in Irlam and Cadishead.  She indicated that the Committee would be updated on a regular basis regarding the youth work that was being carried out in the area.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT it be noted that the Chairman welcomed Eileen to Irlam and Cadishead, on behalf of the Committee, and wished her success with her work in the area.



(2) THAT an update regarding youth work that was being undertaken in the area be provided at the next meeting of the Community Committee.

58.
INFORMATION EXCHANGE/GOOD NEWS
(a) The Parks and Open Spaces Group had won the Community Health and Social Care ‘Delivering the Pledges’ Award.  It was suggested that the award be displayed at the local libraries and/or the Recreation Centre.

(b) Irlam Swimming Pool had recently re-opened following refurbishment - excellent facilities were now available.  Free entrance had been offered during the opening weekend.

(c) An opening event had recently been held at Hartley Green, the new residential care home that had been built on the site of the former Beechfield Care Home.

(d) Irlam and Cadishead Community High School had recently received an excellent report following an OFSTED inspection.

(e) New equipment was in the process of being installed at George Thomas Playground.  It was emphasised that the playground remained a building site and that members of the public should not access the area until work had been completed.

(f) Irlam Library was to be refurbished.  Work was due to commence in a few months, following a local consultation exercise.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT the Committee’s congratulations to Irlam and Cadishead Community High School, in respect of the above report, be noted.

59. HOUSING SURVEY
Nancy Heap reported that she had recently received a postal survey regarding housing needs and expressed concern in relation to some of the questions that were included in the survey.

RESOLVED:
THAT Nancy Heap contact the appropriate officer at the City Council in order to discuss her concerns.

60.
RECYCLING SCHEME
Sybil Norcott referred to the recycling scheme and reported that the green boxes that were left in the alleyway off Lord Street had not been emptied for three weeks.

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor Hudson investigate the above matter.

61.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
RESOLVED:
THAT the following items for information be noted:-

(a) Caring 4 Carers – information regarding an opportunity for unpaid carers to obtain a free leisure pass to access Salford Council’s leisure facilities from 1st November until 31st December, 2006.

(b) Budget Consultation 2007/08.

(c) Community Committee Sub-Groups – minutes of the last meeting had been circulated with the agenda, where available, together with dates and times of future meetings.

(d) Community Road Safety Training – Workshop to be held on Wednesday 10th January, 2007.  Anybody interested in attending was invited to contact Chris Trueblood on telephone number 606 6779.

(e) Salford Magistrates’ Court Open Day – Sunday 19th November, 2006, between 10.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m., at The City of Salford Magistrates’ Court, Bexley Square, off Chapel Street, Salford.  (Anybody requiring further information was advised to call telephone number 834 9457, ext. 1379).

(f) Have your say – getting involved with Overview and Scrutiny 

(g) Details of a project for young people aged 16-18 not in any form of education or training.  (Donna Ivill, Project Co-ordinator – tel. 787 8500).

(h) Report from the Alcohol Commission regarding the extent and nature of alcohol related problems in the city and the measures in place to deter and prevent anti- social behaviour resulting from them with regards to young people.

62.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the next meeting of the Community Committee would be held on Thursday 18th January, 2007, at Irlam Community Centre, Locklands Lane, Irlam, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
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