Irlam and Cadishead Community Committee - 15th January, 2004


IRLAM AND CADISHEAD COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Irlam Community Centre

Locklands Lane

Irlam

15th January, 2004

Meeting commenced:
7.10 p.m.
"
ended:
9.35 p.m.
PRESENT:
Richard Abernethy - in the Chair

Councillors Connor, Hudson, Jones, Kean and Mann



Nancy Heap - ICHI




Gordon Aston - Arthritis Campaign




Jonathan Tallon - St. Mary’s Church




Bev Jones - Write on Irlam




Beryl Woodcroft - Fiddlers Land Primary School




Basil Pearson - Irlam and Cadishead Scouts




Gladys Marshall - Over 50s Social Group




John Shelley - Friends of Irlam and Cadishead Parks




Peter Foxcroft - Higher Irlam Social Club Over 60s




Guy Williams - Cadishead Sports JFC




Ben Murray - Salford Advertiser




Ron Parker - Irlam MSFC




Clive Brown - Salford PCT




Don Baxter - Irlam Probus Club




Jane McNulty - Irlam Writers Group




Sybil Norcott - W.I. & Moss




Jean Dodd - St. John’s Church and Mossland Health Walks




R. Fairhurst - Salford Community




John Walsh
} Moss Vale Residents’ Association




Joan Ward
}



Bill Brock
} Local Resident



Sue Ness
}



Alan Rice
}



Alan Madican
}


OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:




Mike Bleese - Area Co-ordinator




Ursula Sossalla-Iredale - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator




Charlotte Newson - Community Arts Officer




Chris Trueblood - Community Development CSSD




Chris Findley - Head of Planning and Building Control




Trupti Patel - Development Services Directorate




Marie Donaghey
} Housing Services Directorate




Mike Scarsbrick
}




Kevin Scarlett
}




Nikki Park 

} Corporate Services Directorate




Leanne Nealon
}

64.
RADIO REGEN
Ursula Sossalla-Iredale reported that (a) Radio Regen were organising a workshop for the Irlam and Cadishead area, (b) the organisers had now obtained a licence to broadcast in Cadishead on Friday, 27th February to Sunday, 29th February, 2004, from 10.00 a.m. till 8.00 p.m., (c) the Youth Service and other Youth Groups had expressed an interest and (d) anyone requiring further information should contact Radio Regen on 0161-236-7333.

Reference was made to difficulties experienced in trying to contact a representative of Radio Regen.


RESOLVED:
THAT the concerns regarding the difficulties experienced in obtaining a response to a telephone call be referred to the organisers of Radio Regen.

65.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Hunt, Lynda Styfek, Mrs. Cherry, Terry Handsley, Debbie Camp and Jeanette Williams.

66.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting of the Community Committee held on 20th November, 2003, were approved as a correct record, subject to amendments to (a) include Beryl Woodcroft apologies for absence and (b) Minute No. 52(h) to delete ‘one of which would be situated in Cadishead’.

67.
MATTERS ARISING - ACTION SHEET
The Community Committee considered an action sheet arising from the meeting held on 20th November, 2003, with specific reference to the following:


(a)
Minute 48 - Feedback from the Social Inclusion Forum
Bev Jones reported that (a) there had been a meeting of the Social Inclusion Forum in October, 2003, (b) the aim of the Forum was to make changes to create a better City, where people choose to live and work and (c) the next meeting was due to be held on 12th February, 2004, from 5.00 p.m. till 7.30 p.m., at Salford Methodist Community Church.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(b)
Minute 53 - Neighbourhood Management
Mike Bleese reported that (a) he had attended a recent meeting with regard to the neighbourhood management proposals for the area which appeared to be well received and (b) a report containing details of the proposals, and any comments made during the consultation period, would be submitted at a future meeting of Cabinet for consideration.

The Chairman reported that Ursula Sossalla-Iredale had been appointed as one of the Neighbourhood Managers and wished her every success in her new role.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(c)
Minute 55 - Landscaping Opposite the Boathouse Public House
Mike Bleese reported that the Director of Environmental Services had consulted the contractors with regard to the concerns raised and it was indicated that it was standard practice to ventilate the gas into the air and the procedure used was safe.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(d)
Minute 56 - Light Pollution
Trupti Patel reported that information with regard to the guidelines followed by the City Council in relation to planning conditions concerning lighting could be accessed via the Salford website.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(e)
Minute 57 - Princes Park - Footpath at Front of the Houses Owned by Greater Manchester Fire Service 

Trupti Patel reported that (a) the Rights of Way Officer would be requested to investigate the concerns regarding the footpath and (b) any concerns relating to  footpaths should be reported to the Highways Section on 0161-603-4000.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

68.
A FRESH START FOR HOUSING IN SALFORD
Kevin Scarlett gave a presentation on the ‘Fresh Start for Housing in Salford’ project, the main points of which were as follows:

· Housing Strategy - Fit for Purpose.

· Starting Point - Need to talk to tenants, customers, partners and stakeholders.

· Need to look at the housing situation in Salford.

· Issues and challenges faced.

· Lessons to be learned from the past.

· Common principles

* Customers come first.

* Choices for all.

* Performance excellence throughout the whole housing system.

· Bigger Picture.

* Need to develop a vision for Salford and the Community Neighbourhood.

* Housing was at the heart of everyday life.

* Housing Market Renewal.

* Supporting People.

* Decent Homes.

* Other Strategies.

· Housing Services want what is best:-

* Best possible homes.

* Best possible housing services.

* Clean and safe streets.

* Popular and striving communities.

· Decent homes

* What was it?

* Is decent home standards enough?

* Stock condition information.

* What does stock condition information tell us?

* What about demands for housing, it’s over and under supply?

* What about the quality of housing services?

· Sharing information.

· Getting the money, the investment needed.

· Giving everyone an opportunity to be involved.

* Communication and tenant empowerment.

* Information shared at neighbourhood estate level.

* Means and tools of communication.

* Managing the process.

* Housing options and steering groups.

· When?

* Concluding analysis of information.

* Letter and first leaflet.

* Second leaflet to be distributed in the New Year.

* All the building blocks in place in the New Year.

* Three phased approach.



* Will take to the end of the year, but it may not stop there.

· Your opportunity:-

* To help develop a new vision for the neighbourhood.

* To improve housing choices.

* To improve quality of housing services.

* To live in a popular neighbourhood and be part of a community to be proud of.

* To get the best possible housing services.


Kevin Scarlett indicated that this was a unique opportunity for people to contribute to ensure the provision of quality housing services and popular safe places to live that we could be proud of.

Reference was made to (a) housing for single people and (b) the Moss Vale Estate as it was felt that the area was deteriorating.

Kevin Scarlett reported that he would be discussing the provision of suitable housing in the near future to establish the needs of local residents including young single people.

Councillor Peter Connor referred to the concerns raised regarding the Moss Vale Estate and reported that a strategy would be submitted to H.M. Government to gain access for funding for housing projects and the aim of this project was to establish the needs of all residents to enable them to work with the City Council as a team to obtain the improvements required.


RESOLVED:
THAT Kevin Scarlett be thanked for his informative presentation, the contents of which, together with the contribution of Councillor Peter Connor, be noted.

69.
UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN - BARTON STRATEGIC SITE
Chris Findley reported (a) on the current position with regard to the review of the Unitary Development Plan and (b) that three planning applications had been received for the Barton Strategic Site, the details of which were as follows:-

· Salford City Reds

Salford City Reds proposal was to build a new 20,000-seat stadium with a non-food retail outlet, a hotel and a casino.  At present the Highways Agency was looking at the surrounding roads and motorways and the effect the application could have on the traffic in the area.

· Peel Holdings’ Stadium

Peel Holdings had not yet submitted all the information with regard to this application but their proposal involved the construction of a new 50,000-seat stadium with no retail element.

· Port Salford

Peel Holdings’ second proposal was to build a Multi Model Freight facility (port, rail and road).  At present there were only two ports throughout the whole of the UK which could cope with large ships.  If this proposal was to proceed the ships would be able to travel along the Manchester Ship Canal, enter the port and then dispatch the loads onto road and rail.

Chris Findley indicated that the Port Salford application was still at a very early stage and further information would be provided as and when available.

Councillor Roger Jones suggested that once further information was available, a representative from Peel Holdings should be invited to attend a future meeting of the Community Committee to update Members on their proposals.

RESOLVED:
THAT a representative of Peel Holdings be invited to attend a future meeting of the Community Committee to update Members on their proposals for the Barton Strategic site.

70.
COMMUNITY ARTS PROJECTS
Charlotte Newson reported on the International Arts Exhibition (The Cow Parade) which was to be held in Manchester during the summer, and suggested that this would be an excellent opportunity for Irlam and Cadishead to be involved in a high profile 12 week display through the sponsoring one of the cows, at a cost of £5,875 each.  Following the 12 week display, the Cows would then be auctioned and the money raised would be allocated for the local Manchester charity “Manchester Kids” which had been established by Key 103 Radio and was one of the fastest growing charities in the area.

The Chairman suggested that it may be an opportunity for a number of Community Committees to get together and sponsor one of the cows and local companies may also wish to contribute to the project.

Charlotte Newson also reported on (a) the costs for the post of Community Arts Officer 2004/05 and (b) two community arts projects, (i) the proposed signage project 2004 and (ii) the history project relating to Cadishead Bridge.

Reference was made to (a) the need for the Development Services Directorate to be involved in the signage project, (b) information and costings which had been obtained for the provision of a water feature at Princes Park and (c) a suggestion that school children should be involved in future arts projects, such as the production of a logo for the Community Committee.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted and that the comments raised be addressed at a future meeting.

71.
ACORN CENTRE
Chris Trueblood submitted a report containing details of the new arts and sports facility on Cutnook Lane, Irlam.

Chris Trueblood indicated that (a) the Acorn Centre was open for use by the public during the evening and at weekends, however during the weekdays the facility was used by the three local primary schools, (b) a steering group had been established to develop the use of the centre which consisted of representatives from the schools, local authority staff from Leisure, Sports and Community Development and members of the local community, and (c) the next meeting of the Group was to be held on Monday, 26th January, 2004, at the Acorn Centre commencing at 6.30 p.m.

Councillor Roger Jones reported that he had expressed concern that the centre and other similar facilities were not being used by the local community and he had requested that Members of the Lifelong Learning Scrutiny Committee investigate the situation.

Beryl Woodcroft, the Headteacher at Fiddlers Lane Primary School, indicated that the use of the centre was funded during the day by the three schools, however, there was no resources available to fund the facility after 5.00 p.m.

Councillor Keith Mann reported that although there was no funding available, this did not suggest that the facility should not be used and there was a need to ensure that the premises were made available for community use.

Ursula Sossalla-Iredale indicated that the community use of schools budget was available and could be used by local groups.

RESOLVED:
THAT John Walsh be appointed as a representative of the Community Committee to serve on the Steering Group.

72.
CADISHEAD BY PASS
Trupti Patel (a) provided a plan of the work to be carried out on the Cadishead by-pass and (b) reported that the contract had been awarded to Birse Civil Engineering and the work was due to commence on Monday, 2nd February, 2004.

In response to a question as to whether the work would be completed on time, Trupti Patel reported that a condition had been attached to the contract specifying that work had to be completed within the time allocated otherwise the contractor would have to pay a penalty.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

73.
STREET LIGHTING UPGRADE
Trupti Patel (a) submitted a report containing details of the Street Lighting Structured Replacement Programme for 2003/04 and (b) indicated that if anyone had concerns regarding street lighting, they should contact the fault line (telephone no. 0161-603-4000).

Concerns were expressed with regard to (i) the provision of traffic lights on Fairhills Road as it was difficult for elderly residents to cross the road to Tesco and other shops safely, (ii) the need for extra lighting on the Moss Vale Estate and (iii) the signal junction at Fairhills Road as pedestrians did not have enough time to cross.

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that (a) the provision of the crossing at Fairhills Road would be carried out (b) officers would be requested to assess the situation regarding the lighting on the Moss Vale Estate and (c) possible improvements to the timing of the crossing facility at the junction between Fairhills Road and Liverpool Road were currently being investigated.

74.
BUDGET APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED BY THE IRLAM AND CADISHEAD COMMUNITY INITIATIVES BUDGET PANEL
The Neighbourhood Co-ordinator reported on the recommendations of the Community Initiatives Budget Panel arising from the meeting held on 18th December, 2003.


RESOLVED:
THAT the recommendations of the Community Initiatives Budget Panel arising from its meeting held on 18th December, 2003, be endorsed.

75.
COMMUNITY FURNITURE PROJECT

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that consideration of this item was deferred until the next meeting of the Community Committee.

76.
INFORMATION EXCHANGE/GOOD NEWS STORIES

(a)

Youth and Music Arts Group

It was reported that the Christmas Festival organised by the Youth and Music Arts Group held on the 13th December, had been very successful.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.


(b)

Write on Irlam

Bev Jones reported that Write on Irlam had become a successful group and requested that an item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of the Community Committee to enable Members to be informed about the group’s activities.


RESOLVED:
THAT an item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of the Community Committee.


(c)

St. Mary’s Church - 75 Years Old

Jonathan Tallon reported that St. Mary’s Church was due to celebrate its 75th anniversary, and the Vicar of Manchester was due to attend a special service to be held on 1st February, 2004.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.


(d)

Traffic Calming in Cadishead


Councillor Joe Kean reported that the proposed traffic calming measures in Cadishead had recently been approved and work would commence in the near future.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.


(e)

Boundary Changes

The Chairman reported on the proposed boundary changes which were due to come into effect from June, 2004.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.


(f)

Transport Conference

Chris Trueblood reported that a Transport Conference was due to be held on 11th February, 2004, at which a number of speakers would be attending to discuss issues such as travel, health and the environment.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.


(g)

Mossland Health Walks

Jean Dodd reported that the health walks at Boundary Road were due to commence on 19th January, 2004, and not on the date indicated in the last edition of the newsletter.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.


(h)

67 Bus Service - The Moss Vale Estate

Councillor Roger Jones reported that First Manchester had recently cancelled the No. 67 bus service around the Moss Vale Estate due to an incident involving a firearm and a meeting was due to be held on Friday, 23rd January, 2004, with the appropriate agencies to attempt to get the service reinstated.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

78.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Trees on Cadishead Way


Concerns were expressed with regard to the number of trees which had been cut down on Cadishead Way at the rear of Irlam Locks.


RESOLVED:
THAT the concerns raised be investigated.

79.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the next meeting would be held on Thursday, 18th March, 2004, at a venue to be arranged, commencing at 7.00 p.m.
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