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CLAREMONT / WEASTE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 2006

LIGHTOAKS / OAKWOOD PARKS WALKABOUT

Thursday 27th July 2006

Present:
Cllr M. Ferrer   


J. Nolan -      “             “


D Judd - resident/ Friends

K Shaw -       “             “



J. Faucitt -      “
     “

B. Patten -     “            “



D. Shaw -       “             “



Mick Walbank - 
Community Services

Steve Taylor -
Environmental Services





              “                          “

LIGHTOAKS PARK

Overall, residents again felt that the park was looking good.

POND

Steve Taylor has requested further aerating plants from the countryside team.  These will be planted as soon as they are available
The narrow gully area of the pond was clear but is still regularly blocked by materials put there by young people to gain access to the island.
The promised noticeboard about the wildlife in the pond / park has been designed.  Residents were shown a picture of the design.  This should be installed soon.  The signs asking people not to feed the water fowl and explaining why have not completely prevented such feeding.

The big sign outlining the programme of improvements to the pond has been removed.

SPORTS AREA

No progress to report with securing funding to improve the sports area.  Cllr Ferrer will take this up with Environmental Services.

A large ‘no dogs’ sign has not yet been put up outside the football area.  Steve Taylor will follow this up.

SMALL CHILDRENS PLAY AREA

Residents noted that the play area often had broken glass and dog waste left in it at night and were concerned that this was not always being checked before the area was opened in the morning.  Steve Taylor will speak to Phil Jones about this and check if it is done 7 days per week.

BENCHES 

Steve Taylor has made a bid to a centrally-held park furniture budget for benches.

GATES

Residents thought that the gates were still not always locked as they should be, especially the Godfrey Road gate.  However, morning unlocking appeared to be operating well. 

Requests have been received from local people to shut the squeeze points at Godfrey Road and Claremont Road because of anti-social behaviour caused by young people exiting the Claremont Road point at night.  Those people present at the walkabout felt that the squeeze points served a legitimate purpose and, on balance, should remain open.  

Mick Walbank will follow up an approach he has made to the Police Crime Prevention Officer.  Following that, councillors will consider the options.

STAFF HUT

When insurance money for the arson of the container is received, the summer house will be refurbished as the staff hut.

BINS

Residents felt that litter bins were still not being emptied as frequently as they should.  Mick Walbank will speak to Lee Jackson.  Environmental issues can be reported to 909 6500.

FLOWERS

SIgns requesting people not to pick the flowers were considered unlikely to be effective.
VEHICLES IN THE PARK

Motorbikes continue to be a problem.  Steve Taylor and Mick Walbank confirmed that this was a citywide problem, which was being looked at for a comprehensive response.  Mick stressed the need for anyone – resident or worker – to report any incidents to the police on 872 5050 so that they were recorded.  Steve Taylor will advise staff.

Residents noted that cars were also accessing the park – not for anti-social behaviour but for e.g., families coming in for picnics.  Steve Taylor will ask staff to close gates on one side after they bring their vehicles into the park.

TREES

Claremont Community Association were concerned about trees throughout Claremont, including those in the park, following the felling of some trees and requests for more.  The Association had asked to be kept informed of all applications to fell trees.

Beryl Patten reported that the Association had also been talking about a Claremont Tree Festival.  They had discussed this with Ged Collins, Senior Arboricultural Officer, who had agreed to lead on arranging a festival for National Tree week in November.

OAKWOOD PARK

No-one wished to visit Oakwood Park on this occasion but representations had been received from Langworthy Reds RLFC.

Improvement work to the main footpath and the Lancaster Road frontage had started.  There were implications for the Rugby club’s parking and their lease with the council, which needed to be resolved.

ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE WALKABOUT:

· Complete pond planting programme. (Steve Taylor)

· Put up sign identifying wildlife (Ian Worsley).

· Clarify current possibilities for improving the sports area. (Cllr Ferrer)

· Clarify level of safety checking in children’s play area (Steve Taylor)

· Put ‘no dogs’ sign outside football area. (Steve Taylor)

· Update on funding to improve benches in the park. (Paul McKeown / Steve Taylor)

· Speak to cleansing about bin emptying. (Mick Walbank – residents to phone 909 6500 where appropriate).

· Chase progress with squeeze points issue (Mick Walbank)

· Request staff to close gates on one side after accessing park with vehicles (Steve Taylor)

· Clarify situation with lease / parking arrangements for Langworthy Reds (Property Management)

