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CLAREMONT / WEASTE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

APRIL 2005

LIGHTOAKS / OAKWOOD PARKS WALKABOUT

Thursday 10th March 2005

Present:
M. Ferrer -  
resident

J. Nolan -
resident


D. Shaw - 
       “


K. Shaw
       “

A. Chapman -      “


E. Laidler - 
       “



R. Robinson -      “


M. Kirk -               “



S. Whitehead -    “


J. Faucitt -            “



J. O’Leary -         “



Mick Walbank - 
Community Services 



Paul McKeown - 
Environmental Services 

Ian Worsley -
           “                  “

Amy Grenaghan -

“
         “

(Actions shown in bold italics have been undertaken since the last walkabout.  Actions shown in bold need to be undertaken).

LIGHTOAKS PARK

POND

The water quality in the pond has clearly improved.  A firm has been looking into the drainage in the park.  As a result, inflow of land drainage water has increased.  Hopefully, further work will increase the inflow.  As a result, the pond should be less stagnant than in the past.

The wind-operated water aerator should be installed around the end of April.  The structure will extend about three feet above the pond surface.

Notices about the wildlife should be installed within 4 – 5 weeks.

SPORTS AREA

The Friends of the Park, supported by Environmental Services, are exploring sources of funding to refurbish the sports area as part of the development of a master plan for Lightoaks Park.  

Costings will be obtained by Environmental Services for improvements to the area.

Residents felt that “No Dogs” signs were needed for the Sports area.  Ian or Paul will speak to Chad Jones about this.

SIGNING

The boards are still letting water in, which needs to be addressed by Environmental Services.  Ian or Paul will liaise with Chad Jones.

FOOTPATHS

Residents were concerned that stretches of footpath were still in disrepair.  Paul McKeown indicated that further repairs were unlikely at present because there were higher priorities e.g., in Buile Hill Park, where paths were in a worse state.

SMALL CHILDRENS PLAY AREA

The design of the improved play area has been completed and quotes for the work have been invited.

With the time taken to receive quotes, obtain formal approval for the quote and lead-in time, the work should start in May and take around 6 weeks.

BENCHES 

Improvements to benches have not taken place.

RESPONSES TO QUAD BIKES / OTHER DISORDER

Mobile phones have been ordered for the on-site gardener

BINS

Bins in the park have not been emptied weekly as they should be.  Paul McKeown will take this up with Steve Taylor.

SUMMER HOUSE

Recommend: to Community Committee that they write to Lead Member asking that the summer house be advertised as available for e.g., a café / tuck shop or other amenity for park users.

OAKWOOD PARK

VEHICLE SECURITY

Environmental Services have requested 50% funding from Community Committee to erect barrier fencing from St John’s School to the home to prevent unauthorised vehicle access to the park off Swinton Park Road.

Paul McKeown explained that the idea of logs was not being pursued because these would be to easily moved and might be a health and safety hazard for children form the school.  Environmental Services were suggesting motorway crash barrier type fencing painted black.  This would be less visually attractive but more secure.  The residents present felt that security was more important in this case.

PATHS / GATES

Environmental Services have repaired the path from Swinton Park Road to the playground and Stables and installed a new gate at the road end of the path.

NEXT MEETING

June (day to be arranged).

