LOWRY COMMITTEE
19th June, 2003

Meeting commenced:
9.30 a.m.
"
ended:
10.20 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Boyd and Garrido
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Mann, J. Murphy and Warmisham, and the Chief Executive, Chairman and Finance Director of the Lowry.

2.
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
The recommendations from the meeting held on 10th October, 2002, were approved.

3.
MATTERS ARISING
Minute 3 – Update on the Lowry

It was noted that a presentation on the Lowry had not yet been made to Community Committees.

RESOLVED:
THAT arrangements be made for all Community Committees to receive a presentation on the Lowry.

4.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business, on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraph 7 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

5.
BUSINESS PLAN AND BUDGET INFORMATION
The Director of Corporate Services submitted the Business Plan, together with budget

information, in relation to 2003/04.  Consideration was given to (a) key figures, (b) key

assumptions, (c) theatres, (d) galleries, (e) catering, (f) retail, (g) corporate relations and

(h) central marketing, administration and commercial information.

Discussion took place with regard to the need for funding to be obtained in order to (i)

enable the current quality of artistic provision to continue to be delivered, and (ii) 

contribute towards the cost of on-going repair and maintenance requirements.

The Director of Corporate Services (a) referred to the assumption within the Business

Plan regarding the re-financing of the Digital World Centre, and (b) indicated that

consideration was currently being given to the long-term viability of a proposal for this

course of action not to be undertaken.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Business Plan be formally approved.



(2) THAT the Management Team be commended for (i) having remained

within budget, and (ii) the significant improvements that had taken place.



(3) THAT an update in relation to the budget be provided at the next

meeting of this Committee.



(4) THAT a letter be sent to the Arts Council from the City Council, to be

signed by all parties, requesting that long-term revenue funding be provided in order to

enable the current quality of artistic provision to continue to be delivered.



(5) THAT a request be made to the Millennium Commission with regard

to the provision of funding towards the cost of on-going repair and maintenance

requirements.



(6) THAT projected figures in relation to the proposal for the re-financing of the Digital World Centre not to be undertaken be presented to a future meeting of this Committee.

6.
COMMUNITY AND EDUCATION TEAM
Discussion took place regarding (a) the activities of the Community and Education Team, and (b) the links that existed between the Community and Education Team and the Education and Leisure Directorate.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Julia Fawcett, Chief Executive of the Lowry, be invited to present a report in relation to the Community and Education Team at the next meeting of this Committee.



(2) THAT Faith Mann, Assistant Director (Lifelong Learning and Leisure), or an appropriate officer from the Education and Leisure Directorate, be invited to attend the next meeting of this Committee.




(3) THAT Faith Mann’s name be included on the circulation list in respect

of this Committee.

7.
TOURISM STRATEGY
Councillor Boyd enquired as to how the Lowry had been incorporated into the Tourism Strategy.

RESOLVED:
THAT information regarding the above be provided at a future meeting of this Committee.

8.
TRANSPORT LINKS

RESOLVED:
THAT enquiries be made as to whether it would be possible for a leaflet regarding transport links to the Lowry to be produced.

9.
KIROV BALLET
The Director of Corporate Services indicated that an evaluation report had been produced with regard to the special performance of ‘Swan Lake’ by the Kirov Ballet, which had taken place on 30th April, 2003.

RESOLVED:
THAT the above evaluation report be circulated to all Committee Members.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting be held on Tuesday 9th September, 2003, in a Committee Room at the Civic Centre, commencing at 10.00 a.m.
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