LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP
One Stop Shop,
Longshaw Drive,
Little Hulton.

6th September, 2007

Meeting commenced:
4.00 p.m.
"
ended:
5.00 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillors Eric Burgoyne, Iain Lindley, Barbara Miller, Pat Ryan, Alice Smyth and Leslie Turner

John Rooney - Neighbourhood Manager


Marie Johnson - Neighbourhood Development Officer


Heather Baxendale - Senior Development Youth Work Manager


Nikki Park - Senior Committee Administrator fillin "other names" 
14.
ELECTION OF CHAIR

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor Smyth be elected as the Chair for the meeting.

15.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Vincent Devine and Anne Williams.

16.
MINUTES OF THE POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP - 28TH JUNE, 2007

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Political Executive Group, held on 28th June, 2007, be approved as a correct record.

17.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 5 - Salford West Policing Area - Local Communities

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that posters containing details of where and when surgeries would be held were awaited, and once received, would be displayed in community buildings.


(b)
Minute 6 - Youth

RESOLVED:
THAT all those involved in the provision of the activities during the summer be congratulated on their success, and thanked for all their hard work.


(c)
Minute 8 - Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework and Action Plan :



Final Consultation

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the information obtained during the consultation over the summer period was currently being collated, and the final version of the document would be produced in October, 2007.


(d)
Minute 9 - Little Hulton and Walkden Anti-Social Behaviour Action Plan

The Neighbourhood Manager provided an update with regard to the Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy and Action Plan, and indicated that preventative work was being undertaken in relation to problems associated with deliberate fires.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

18.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE HELD ON 30TH JULY, 2007

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Little Hulton/Walkden Community Committee, held on 30th July, 2007, be noted.

19.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 24 - Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour - Update

The Neighbourhood Manager referred to the concerns raised with regard to the play area which had been established on the Armitage Estate, and reported that officers within the Environment Directorate had been carrying out checks on a daily basis and graffiti was regularly removed, design issues were being investigated to identify whether further incidents could be prevented, and one offender had recently been arrested.


Councillor Pat Ryan reported that following a visit to the site there did not appear to be any damage to any of the equipment.


Marie Johnson reported that the main concerns were with regard to vandalism and graffiti, and officers within the Environment Directorate had been proactive in addressing this matter.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.


(b)
Minute 27 - Employment and Skills in Little Hulton/Walkden

The Neighbourhood Manager reported that a series of meetings had been held and a dedicated officer had now been appointed to progress the issues, and further details of action being taken would be available at the next meeting of the Group.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

20.
WALKDEN DISTRICT CENTRE

The Neighbourhood Manager reported that he had contacted Jed Carney, a consultant working for the owners of the Ellesmere Centre, and the following information had been obtained:-

· A board meeting was due to be held on 19th September, 2007, which would identify whether a major redevelopment, involving an anchor tenant, would proceed, and if this did not happen, other options would be pursued.  Jed Carney had indicated that he had been instructed not to provide further details, but stated that the owners of the Ellesmere Centre shared the frustration of local residents.

· It was indicated that if an agreement was signed, the intentions of the owners would be made self-evident, through the planning application.  The owners had stated that they would not be issuing a press release or publicising proposals, but were willing to meet with local councillors and explain the benefits of the scheme.

· Two houses on Bolton Road had been purchased, and a further one was being pursued as part of the redevelopment.

· In relation to the concerns with regard to highways, it was indicated that the junction improvements would be progressed, discussions had been held with the Strategic Director of Housing and Planning, and the owners had agreed to put down tarmac and finish off the frontages to the Market Hall.

· Jed Carney had stated that the car park on Bolton Road had been abused by people using it for all day parking, therefore, it would be fenced off and used as a pay and display facility, with the first two hours free.


Reference was made to (a) concerns expressed with regard to the fenced off car park, as local councillors had not been informed, (b) the Tesco car park, as difficulties were experienced with regard to the lack of available spaces, (c) difficulties experienced in persuading officers to attend this meeting, and also those of the Executive Group, however, it was indicated that, on this occasion, it was acceptable, as little information was forthcoming from the owners, but as it was suggested that a planning application was imminent, it may be appropriate for further discussions to take place following the meeting on the 19th September, 2007, (d) the reinstatement of the road at the entrance to the centre, as Urban Vision had undertaken improvements to the pavement, however, the area was now being used as a parking facility, and a request had been made for double yellow lines to be installed and/or a sign to be erected stating that parking was prohibited, (e) concerns expressed with regard to the Tesco car park being used as a park and ride facility, as it had been indicated that a survey would be undertaken to identify whether this was the case, and (f) the access road, as it had 

been indicated that it was privately owned, therefore, no action could be taken, however, following communications between Barbara Keeley MP and the Leader of the City Council, it had now been identified that it had now been adopted.


The Neighbourhood Manager reported that (i) contact with Jed Carney had only been via the telephone, and numerous invitations had been offered to him to attend meetings of the Community Committee or the Political Executive Group, however, he had indicated that he had been instructed not to do so as issues were commercially sensitive, (ii) with regard to access/egress for the centre, discussions had been held between the Director of Engineering and Jed Carney, and, whilst the information supplied was vague, it had been suggested that junction improvements would be considered as part of the redevelopment of the site, and (iii) he would forward the details with regard to the concerns expressed in relation to the access road to the Director of Engineering.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.




(2) THAT a response be sought from the Director of Engineering requesting an urgent response with regard to the concerns expressed in relation to the required road improvements and the suggested road markings.

21.
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 24TH SEPTEMBER, 2007

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT it be noted that the following items would be included on the agenda for the meeting of the Community Committee, to be held on 24th September, 2007:-

· Peel Park

· BBC proposals 

· Community Justice

· Modernisation of libraries in Little Hulton and Walkden




(2) THAT Marie Johnson be requested to identify whether officers were still available to attend the meeting of the Community Committee in relation to Peel Park, the BBC proposals, and Community Justice.

22.
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY - SUMMER 2007

The Neighbourhood Manager circulated a report from the Senior Community Sports Development Officer containing details of the variety of sports development activities provided during the summer, 2007, all of which were well attended, and positive feedback had been received.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.




(2) THAT all those involved in the provision of the activities be thanked for all their hard work.

23.
COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN REVIEW 2008/09 - 


FEEDBACK FROM CONSULTATIONS

Marie Johnson (a) circulated a report containing details of feedback obtained from the community consultations undertaken to review the Little Hulton and Walkden Community Action Plan, and (b) reported (i) that the results of the consultations undertaken would be collated by the end of September, 2007, (ii) that there had been a successful response to the postal exercise, (iii) that it was proposed that a consultation event be held on 11th September, 2007, (iv) on the key findings of the consultations to date, and (v) that a full overview of all the findings would be provided at the next meeting of the Political Executive Group, and a report would also be submitted at the next meeting of the Community Committee.


The Neighbourhood Manager indicated that a considerable amount of work had been undertaken, and a much broader representation on the action plan had been obtained, which would shape the future document.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.




(2) THAT all those involved in the review of the Community Action Plan  be thanked for all their hard work.

24.
CCTV MONITORING AND MAINTENANCE CHARGES

The Neighbourhood Manager submitted a report containing details of discussions and correspondence in relation to the monitoring and maintenance charges for CCTV cameras that had previously been installed in Little Hulton and Walkden, and indicated that (a) it had now been confirmed, at a meeting on 26th July, 2007, that a decision had been taken by Cabinet, that, whoever originally commissioned the CCTV cameras should retrospectively pay for the associated monitoring and maintenance costs, (b) as a consequence of this decision, it had now been agreed that the Neighbourhood Manager would receive performance details on the use of the existing cameras, and such information would be made available to Members, and (c) it had also been agreed that New Prospect Housing Limited and the future City West Housing Trust would contribute 50% towards the costs, where cameras were situated within areas of mainly council owned or previously council owned properties.


Reference was made to (i) the provision of CCTV cameras across the City, as it had been suggested that the monitoring station may be extended if it were to remain in Eccles, or it may be moved to an alternative site, (ii) discussions held with regard to establishing a central pot of funding for the provision of CCTV, and (iii) concerns with regard to the quality of monitoring, and the need to know the effectiveness of the cameras.


The Neighbourhood Manager indicated that (a) performance reports relating to the effectiveness of the CCTV cameras would be made available, (b) a visit to the monitoring station would be beneficial, and (c) if there were further demands for CCTV cameras, there would be a need to consider the revenue costs.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted, including the contributions being made by New Prospect Housing Limited in 2006/07 and 2007/08, and the ongoing commitment from City West Housing Trust to support future costs.




(2) THAT funding be released, totalling £21,145, from the devolved budget, to cover monitoring and maintenance costs in 2006/07 and 2007/08.




(3) THAT future consideration be given to cover revenue funding towards the 12 CCTV cameras from 2008/09 onwards, and that revenue implications be taken into account should further CCTV be commissioned.




(4) THAT the revenue costs of the CCTV camera located at Walkden Centre be split between Walkden North and Walkden South.




(5) THAT information be obtained with regard to progress in relation to the relocation of the monitoring station to Turnpike House.




(6) THAT a visit to the monitoring station be organised in the near future.




(7) THAT performance reports be made available on a regular basis, to enable an assessment to be undertaken, with regard to the effectiveness of the CCTV cameras.

25.
JOHN ROONEY

The Chairman reported that this would be the last meeting of the Political Executive Group that John Rooney would attend as he was due to leave Salford City Council to take up a post in Oldham, and Vincent Nash had been appointed as his replacement. 


RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that all those present at the meeting expressed their thanks to John for all his hard work/commitment during his time as Neighbourhood Manager for the area, and that he be wished every success for the future.

26.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the next meeting of the Political Executive Group would be held on 25th October, 2007, at the One Stop Shop, Longshaw Drive, Little Hulton, commencing at 4.00 p.m.
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