LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP
Salford Civic Centre

Chorley Road

Swinton

23rd October, 2003

Meeting commenced:
4.00 p.m.
"
ended:
5.35 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Devine - in the Chair

Councillors E, Burgoyne, V. Burgoyne, Payne, Potter, Smyth


and Witkowski




Anne Williams - Area Co-ordinator




Angie Taylor - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator




Jon Faulkner - Greater Manchester Police




Mike Relph - Corporate Services Directorate

25.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Fernandez.

26.
MINUTES OF THE POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP - 28TH AUGUST, 2003
The minutes of the meeting of the Political Executive Group held on 28th August, 2003, were approved as a correct record.

27.
MINUTES OF THE LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE -


29TH SEPTEMBER, 2003


RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Little Hulton/Walkden Community Committee held on 29th September, 2003, be noted.

28.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 67 - Condition of Roads Around St. George’s School
Councillor Alice Smyth reported that similar concerns had been expressed with regard to the poor condition of roads around Harrop Fold School, and she intended to raise these with the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council during the forthcoming walkabouts in the area.


(b)
Minute 53 - Community Issues
Councillor Val Burgoyne commented that she felt that the regular community issues item on the agenda was being used as a complaints forum, and as a result was dominating proceedings at meetings.  She continued by suggesting that it would be more appropriate if many of the issues raised were referred directly to the directorates concerned.  Anne Williams replied that the raising of such items under the guise of community issues was a problem, but it was difficult to strike the right balance in restricting issues raised, without deterring people attending and being involved in meetings.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Area Co-ordinator and the Neighbourhood Co-ordinator be requested to review the definition of items to be considered under the community issues section of future Community Committee agendas.

29.
POLICING PRIORITY AREA
Chief Inspector Jon Faulkner provided a summary of the crime statistics for the Little Hulton/Walkden Policing Priority Area for September, 2003, which had seen a reduction in all categories of crime, with the exception of theft from vehicles.  The Group were also provided with an update with regard to the following key issues:-

· Launch of an initiative on the Kenyon Estate, which had been attended by Hazel Blears M.P., and was aimed at the general improvement of the area, including  removal of graffiti.

· Operation of a truancy initiative during the week commencing 13th October, 2003.

· A number of court appearances and prosecutions following a clampdown on off licences found to be selling alcohol to persons under 18 years of age.

· Approaches which had been made to private landlords in the area to encourage them to join the City Council’s Landlord Accreditation Scheme.

Anne Williams advised the Group that there was the possibility that the Drug Action Team (DAT) would be undertaking a study in the Little Hulton/Walkden area, stage 1 of which would be completed by the end of the year.  The Political Executive Group had an opportunity to input into the study, and Councillor Val Burgoyne indicated that she would like to be interviewed by the Team, as part of that process.

Chief Inspector Jon Faulkner commented that in addition to the standard crime figures there was a request from the Home Office urging police forces to produce a measure of the communities general view of crime levels.  He said that such a measure needed to be devised for the Little Hulton/Walkden SDA, possibly what was regarded as a success, and satisfaction in terms of the reduction of crime, and suggested that views be sought at a future Community Committee.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

30.
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR UPDATE
Angie Taylor reported that the Anti-Social Behaviour Team were currently reviewing 39 cases within the Little Hulton/Walkden area.  She continued by commenting that after initial problems the system for review had seemed to have settled down, though the high number of cases currently ongoing, suggested a possible need for a dedicated Anti-Social Behaviour Officer for the Little Hulton/Walkden SDA.  

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted; and that representations be made with regard to the possibility of a dedicated Anti-Social Behaviour Officer for the Little Hulton/Walkden SDA being appointed.

31.
BUSES IN LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN
Councillor Alice Smyth reported that recent incidents in vandalism had led to the suspension of bus services during the evening in the Little Hulton area.  Chief Inspector Jon Faulkner added that negotiations had been ongoing with the operators concerned, but at present these had not been successful in them reversing their decision to withdraw the services.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

32.
HARROP FOLD SCHOOL
Councillor Vincent Devine reported that a new Deputy Head had been appointed to Harrop Fold School.  In addition Anne Williams provided details of the interim position in relation to the two sites, in particular the future use of the Longshaw site.  The Group were advised that the availability of the site for alternative uses was dependent on the completion of the new school premises.  Councillor Norbert Potter suggested that there was a need for a Steering Group to be established to manage the proposals and development of the Longshaw site, and this needed to include the involvement of representatives from both LIFT and Sure Start.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted and that the Area Co-ordinator and the Neighbourhood Co-ordinator liaise with both the Director of Corporate Services and the Director of Development Services to ascertain more concrete information with regard to the future development and use of the Longshaw site.

33.
WALKABOUTS WITH THE LEADER AND DEPUTY LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
Angie Taylor reminded the Group of the arrangements which had made for the walkabouts of the Little Hulton/Walkden area with the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council, and which would taken place on 10th and 12th November, 2003.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

34.
BRIERLEY HOUSE
Anne Williams reported that the Brierley House community facility, located in the  portacabin to the rear of nursery did not meet new legislation on disabled access.  Furthermore as the nature of the premises meant that conversion to meet the required standards was not a cost effective option, it was proposed to close the facility during the coming year, but in the meantime full consultation would be undertaken with all current users, so that alternative venues for their activities could be found.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

35.
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 24TH NOVEMBER, 2003

RESOLVED:
THAT the following items be included on the agenda for the Community Committee to be held on 24th November, 2003:-

· Sure Start.

· Harrop Fold Action Plan - update.

· Community Homecare Presentation.

· One Stop Shop - update.

36.
LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN NPHL LOCAL BOARD
Councillor Liz Payne reported that the AGM for the Little Hulton/Walkden NPHL Local Board would be held on 20th November, 2003, at which the Councillor membership for 2003/04 would be considered.  She said she would be sending an email seeking expressions of interest from Members wishing to serve on the Board. 

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.
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