LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Walkden Congregational Church,
Manchester Road,
Walkden.

25th July, 2005

Meeting commenced:
6.00 p.m.
"
ended:
7.28 p.m.
PRESENT:
Sylvia Phillips - St. Paul's Peel Parish Community Hall - in the Chair

Councillors Eric Burgoyne, David Lewis, Iain Lindley, Barbara Miller, Bernard Pennington, Alice Smyth and Stan Witkowski 

Beryl Chapman 
} Armitage Residents’ Association


Barbara Whiteley
}


Jamie Watkins
}


Liz Thomas - Health Improvement Officer


Eileen Hartigan - Salford Community Network


C. Cain - WDCT


Mavis Bonney - St. Paul’s Peel Parish Community Hall


Sandra Turner - Walkden Congregational Church


Irene Turton 

} Mount Skip Residents’ Association


Barbara Sherwin
}


Mavis Whitehead 
} St. Paul’s Youth Group


John Makin

}


Councillor Val Burgoyne - Peel Community Sports Development


Stephen Farrow - Walkden Central Residents’ Association


Aled Owen - Walkden High School


Josie Browne - Community Representative


Sue Peet - Local Resident


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:



Anne Williams - Strategic Director of Community, Health and Social Care - Area Co-ordinator



Angie Taylor - Neighbourhood Manager



David Williams - Housing Strategy



Chris Tucker - Community Development Worker



Eileen Buchan - Salford Youth Service



Nikki Park - Senior Committee Administrator

23.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Vincent Devine and Doris Fernandez and Paul Jones, Cath Wetherby, Angela Sorby, Mr. McNulty and Rachel Slack.


RESOLVED:
THAT flowers be sent on behalf of Members of the Community Committee to Councillor Doris Fernandez who had been unwell for some considerable time.

24.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Community Committee held on 6th June, 2005, be approved as a correct record subject to the following amendments:-

· Minute 8 Presentation - St. Mary’s Park - to include the name of ‘Callum’ who had assisted in providing the presentation

· To delete from the attendance list ‘Mostar’ and substitute ‘Mount Skip Residents’ Association’ 

· Minute 21 - St. Paul’s Peel to delete ‘St. Paul’s Peel Parish Community Hall’ and substitute ‘St. Paul’s Peel Church’

25.
MINUTES OF THE LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN POLITICAL EXECUTIVE GROUP

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Little Hulton/Walkden Political Executive Group, held on 30th June, 2005, be noted.

26.
COMMUNITY ISSUES

(a)
Youth

Eileen Buchan reported (a) on the activities which were currently being provided in the area, during the school holidays, (b) that a permanent detached team would be working during the weekends in the Little Hulton/Walkden area, (c) that the young people involved in planning the summer schemes had been requested to provide a report at a future meeting of the Community Committee and (d) on the film studio at Cleggs Lane, who were currently offering facilities for young people in the area.


Reference was made to (i) the facilities which were provided for younger children at Guild Hall and (ii) a potential funding opportunity involving a project to encourage young people to create their own films.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.


(b)
General

Local Strategic Partnership Bulletin

RESOLVED:
THAT the information contained within the Local Strategic Partnership Bulletin, Issue 2, be noted and that any requests for further copies of the document be forwarded to Angie Taylor.

27.
OUR LADY AND LANCASHIRE MARTYRS PROJECT

RESOLVED:
THAT because of Sarah McCawley being unable to attend the meeting of the Community Committee due to sickness, and Sister Moira leaving her post at the end of August, 2005, consideration of this item be deferred, and that information on the project be circulated to Members of the Community Committee at the earliest opportunity.

28.
SHOPS STRATEGY

David Williams provided an update with regard to the Little Hulton Land/Shops Long-Term Voids, with specific reference to:-

· Shops Review completed December, 2004

· Approval of the Lead Member for Housing Services to initiate procedures to deal with long-term voids 

· Surplus land within Little Hulton 

· Shop parades in Little Hulton

· Little Hulton Officer Team 

· Consultation - initial report submitted to the SPACE Group

· Long-term voids - £600,000 needed to bring all empty properties within Little Hulton back into use, therefore, there was a need for work to be prioritised 

· Land, due to the amount of surplus land within Little Hulton, potential uses were being investigated

· Shops Review - Plus Property commissioned to carry out research 

· An assessment of all shops and the action required to be produced at the beginning of October, 2005, following which firm proposals would be presented to community groups

· Shops - four categories

· Viable shopping parades

· Non viable shopping parades

· Shops which provide a service to the community although not financially viable

· Individual shops owned by the City Council

· Action to be taken

· Long-term voids - details of properties and likely cost of repair to be provided 

· Similar process for shops 

· Commercial surveys to be completed within the next two weeks, however, condition surveys were still awaited

· Investment proposals to be provided as there was an existing budget of £60,000 per year allocated for all the shops within the City, which due to the small amount, the majority was spent on responsive repairs

· Investment strategy being investigated 

· Awareness that there were a variety of issues in relation to the shopping parades within Little Hulton which needed to be addressed


Reference was made to (a) the shops on Eastham Way, and funding which had been allocated for renovations, however the resources appeared to be used elsewhere, (b) the lack of evidence that any action had been taken following the report which had been approved by the Lead Member for Housing in April, 2005, (c) Fairhurst Drive and the need for the properties to be demolished, (d) the number of shopping parades within Little Hulton and Walkden, (e) the policy supporting the review of the shops in terms of whether it was realistic and whether its objective was to provide shops that would flourish in the area and bring life to the neighbourhood, (f) living accommodation above shop premises, and whether there was a programme for these to be removed and (g) the future refurbishment of properties and the need to comply with the Disability Discrimination Act 1995.


Angie Taylor reported that the SRB funding had ceased in 2000/2001 and the amount allocated to Eastham Way was originally for the provision of CCTV, however, as there was not a monitoring station at that time, it was agreed that the money be used to improve the housing stock in that area.


David Williams reported that (i) work was to be carried out on Eastham Way in the near future, (ii) the purpose of the report, which had been submitted to the Lead Member for Housing, was to enable a structured way to be introduced to assess shopping parades, and their long-term future, and there was a requirement to undertake this piece of work in order to respond to key line enquiries, and to enable the submission of applications for funding, (iii) the properties on Fairhurst Drive were a mixture of those which were repairable and those which needed to be demolished, therefore, this matter would be referred to the SPACE Group for consideration, and members of the community would be involved in the process, (iv) the City Council did offer rent free periods to encourage people to lease shops, however, the management of these properties were dealt with by Urban Vision Partnership Limited, (v) the removal of living accommodation above shops would be as expensive as rebuilding the premises, however, the letting of such accommodation was not promoted and (vi) the Disability Discrimination Act was considered as part of the future improvement programme.


RESOLVED:
THAT David Williams be thanked for attending the meeting and providing an informative presentation.

 29.
NHS FOUNDATION TRUST APPLICATION

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that this item had been withdrawn from the agenda, and that consideration be given as to whether the item should be included at a future meeting.

30.
ON IN SALFORD

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that Members of the Community Committee had requested that their details be included on the distribution list for the On In Salford magazine.

31.
DECISIONS OF THE LITTLE HULTON/WALKDEN BUDGET SUB-GROUP 


HELD ON 11TH JULY, 2005

The Neighbourhood Manager submitted a report containing details of the decisions of the Little Hulton/Walkden Budget Sub-Group arising from the meeting held on 11th July, 2005.  


The Neighbourhood Manager referred to the application submitted by Emlyn Community Hall which had been deferred for further information, and indicated that the details requested had now been received.


Reference was made to (a) the application submitted by the Fives Athletic Football Club and whether information had now been received, (b) the need to include within future budget reports how the applications related to the Community Action Plan and (c) applications submitted by Harrop Fold School, as the projects were educational, therefore, was it not appropriate that they be funded by the City Council.


The Neighbourhood Manager reported that (i) members of the Fives Athletic Football Club had been requested to attend the next meeting of the Budget Sub-Group to provide the information requested, (ii) information was available with regard to how applications relate to the Community Action Plan and this would be provided at future meetings and (iii) the applications submitted by Harrop Fold School related to vocational training and the provision of the resources available at the school during the evenings and school holidays.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the decisions of the Budget Group with regard to the applications as detailed in the report, be endorsed.




(2) THAT the application submitted by Emlyn Community Hall which had been deferred for further information now be approved.




(3) THAT details of how applications relate to the Community Action Plan be submitted at future meetings of the Community Committee.

32.
BUDGET STATEMENT

The Neighbourhood Manager submitted the financial position statement, as at 4th July, 2005, in respect of the devolved budget.


The Neighbourhood Manager reported that (a) £10,500 had been allocated from the Drug Action Team for the provision of CCTV in the area and (b) there was a voluntary sector budget which had been under spent in other areas, and it had been agreed that the remaining amount be divided between each Community Committee.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

33.
POSITIVE ACTION PRESS STATEMENTS

RESOLVED:
THAT the following items be included in the Positive Action Press Statements:-

· Decisions of the Budget Sub-Group

· Summer activities for young people

· Quays Festival - bell boat race

· Walkden Festival 

· Activities at Harrop Fold School

34.
ITEM FOR INFORMATION ONLY

RESOLVED:
THAT the report containing details of the polling station review be noted and that any comments on the proposals be forwarded to Peter Daniels, Elections Office, Salford Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, by 31st August, 2005.

35.
ITEMS FOR COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 26TH SEPTEMBER, 2005

RESOLVED:
THAT the following items be included on the agenda for the next meeting of the Community Committee, to be held on 26th September, 2005:-

· Draft Community Action Plan 

· DVD - VE Day Celebrations (to be made available prior to the meeting)

36.
PROPOSED HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS AT THE ELLESMERE CENTRE, WALKDEN

Aled Owen referred to the plan which detailed the proposed highway improvements at the Ellesmere Centre, Walkden, and expressed concern with regard to the inclusion of the turn right facility from the Tesco car park.


Members expressed concern with regard to the proposed highway improvements, with specific reference to the turn right facility into and out of the Tesco car park, and it was suggested that it may be more beneficial to extend the central reservation, which would assist in highway safety, and encourage people to use the underpass which was the safer option.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Director of Engineering be informed that Members of the Community Committee did not support the proposed highway improvements at the Ellesmere Centre, with specific reference to the turning right facility into and out of the Tesco car park.

37.
NEW CARE HOME - PEMBERTON STREET

The Area Co-ordinator reported that (a) building works had now commenced for the erection of a new home for older people on Pemberton Street which had been commissioned by the City Council, (b) the new care home would replace the premises currently on site and also that on Cleggs Lane, (c) there would be a variety of facilities available at the new premises including  provision for those people leaving hospital who were not ready to go back to their own homes and (d) it was hoped that the work would be completed within approximately 15 months.


Reference was made to the cost of the development and concerns which had previously been expressed by local residents in relation to the contractors using Weaste Avenue, however, this had now been resolved.


The Area Co-ordinator reported that the cost of the project was considerable, however, the fees would be the same as what was currently paid by all in the area and negotiations had been made to finance the project using modern methods.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.




(2) THAT it be noted that plans on the new development would be available at the One Stop Shop from 27th July, 2005.

38.
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - VENUE

Councillor Iain Lindley indicated that there was a need to alternate the venue for meetings of the Community Committee between the three wards.


Angie Taylor reported that alternative premises had been investigated, however, they had been found to be unsuitable, and further options were currently being explored.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

39.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that the next meeting of the Community Committee would be held on 26th September, 2005, at the One Stop Shop, Little Hulton, commencing at 6.00 p.m.
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