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The Range of Activity Across Salford

Salford is a city of contrasts. There are some pockets of affluence within some wards, but overall Salford is identified as an area of urban deprivation, ranked the 23rd most deprived local district in England. The indicators upon which the measure is based give some indication as to the difficulties the Colleges face in engaging its local population in learning - households lacking amenities, overcrowding, low income households, unemployment and a tradition of non-participation in post-compulsory education. 

The Colleges are committed to the provision of adult and community learning in Salford and have worked in partnership with a range of organisations across the city to attract and engage learners, identify appropriate programmes, establish and develop support for learners during their programmes and assist learners in gaining achievement.  The Colleges have a strong belief that adult learners from all social and cultural backgrounds in Salford should have the opportunity to engage in learning, be empowered to become actively involved in learning and receive support to enable individuals to successfully achieve their learning goals.   

This vision has lead to the development of a range of curriculum provision for adult learners across the city at each of the three Colleges - Eccles College, Pendleton College and Salford College.

The range of provision provided by the three Colleges is addressing the national agenda to widen participation, meet local skill needs, contribute to working towards the Skills For Life targets for the region, improving the percentage of adult learners with qualifications above level 1 and promote demand for and the appreciation and pleasure of learning.

Eccles College, Pendleton College and Salford College offer a wide and extensive range of educational provision for adult learners across Salford.  Currently (2003/04) the three Colleges have a total of 14,847 enrolments of 19 plus learners on adult and community education programmes. A large range of adult and community learning programmes are made available to adults across the City (see below).  These programmes are delivered on the main College campuses or at one of the community venues in the City.  The community venues that all three Colleges use are varied and include primary schools, residential homes, resource centres, community centres, church halls, libraries and other communal centres.  The three Colleges deliver programmes in over 100 locations that are situated across all the Salford wards.  There is the option for adult learners to study during the day, on at least four evenings per week and also at the weekend with classes being offered both on Saturdays and Sundays.

The extensive range of programmes can be categorised into three main groups

Leisure and Recreational Courses   

Some examples include: Author, Playwright, Poet, Body Massage, Boxercise, Calligraphy, Community Choir, Cookery, Deaf Awareness, Digital Photography, Flower Arranging, First Aid, Gardening, Holiday Languages, Holistic Therapies, Indian Head Massage, Information Technology, Life Coaching Skills, Personal Colour and Image, Personal Development, Pilates, Manicure, Nail Art, Needlework and Craft, Reflexology, Tai Chi, Watercolours and Yoga

Pre Entry / Entry Levels:


Literacy, Numeracy, IT, ESOL

Skills For Life

Citizenship and Preparation for Work

General Adult and Community / Vocational Provision:

Accounting, Art and Crafts, Business Administration, Cabin Crew, Care, Catering, Childcare, Cleaning, Computer Technician, Computer Maintenance, Construction, Cookery, Counselling, Customer Care, English, Hair & Beauty and Holistic Therapy, Health & Safety, Health & Social Care, History, Horse Studies, Housing, Information Communication Technology, Languages (French, German, Greek, Italian Spanish), Leisure & Recreation, Learndirect, Legal Studies, Management, Maths, Social Sciences, Sciences, Teacher Training, Teaching Assistants, Theatre & Media, Travel & Tourism.

Additionally there is a varied range of programmes available at GCSE and Advanced levels.

Widening Participation
Salford has the lowest adult participation rates in Manchester - 5.7%, compared to 8.8% in Manchester, 6.8% in Bolton, 7.2% in Trafford.

All three Colleges are committed to contributing to increasing the range and number of people who access training and education from Widening Participation.

Each College employs a number of strategies to break down barriers of access into education.

These include:

· Paying up to £22 per day for childcare (enlisting crèche and childcare support in many venues 

· Delivering courses in the heart of the communities so people do not have to travel to main campuses 

· Flexible learning and evening classes

· Provision of access funds to assist with courses expenses, as well as offering a number of free classes

· Employment of staff with specific responsibility for ACL development

· Exploiting ICT as an effective medium to attract non-traditional/hard to reach learners

· Supporting SRB 5, NLDC, ESF and other local initiatives to support adult and community learning, as well as participating in the Employer Training Pilot project.

· The Colleges operate in around 100 community venues across the City.  The Colleges have also formed a range of partnerships with a number of organisations to target particular groups, such as the homeless, the unemployed, lone parents, isolated people, those with mental health difficulties, and asylum seekers. 

All three Colleges engage in a number of activities to support widening participation in a wider sense, including:

· Liaising in activities with Salford and out of district schools

· Establishing progression links with key schools

· Participating in the Salford Plait strategic planning

· Offering Year 10 Tasters, Year 10 Careers Fair, SkillCity

· Working with Gifted and Talented cohort

· Delivering Summer schools

· Delivering Learndirect provision

· Developing initiatives with local businesses

· Ensuring appropriate student support and guidance, eg childcare, flexible delivery times of classes for religious considerations etc

· Ensuring resources match need

· Utilising market intelligence to develop a learner-driven curriculum

· Developing teaching and learning practices that are effective for students from WP backgrounds

· Developing and maintaining local partnerships to support WP initiatives

· Identifying and liaising with a range of community leaders, mentors, advocates

· Offering a variety of progression routes for all learners

· Employing and retaining high quality staff

· “Go to the people”, listen to the community, and respond

Levels of Provision

The Colleges have looked carefully at curriculum needs in Salford resulting in the provision being driven by learner need.  The combined provision of the Colleges offers the opportunity for adult learners in Salford to access over 100 different qualifications.  The qualifications are offered at different levels and range from basic skills (pre-entry and entry levels 1, 2 and 3), through to NVQ levels 1,2,3 and 4 or equivalent.

Progression Routes

All courses offered by the Colleges have a pre-determined progression pathway.  Learners are able to access impartial careers advice and guidance; they can undertake a diagnostic assessment; receive additional learner support as well as receiving on-course pastoral support.

First-rung learners (hardest to reach) typically attend community-based classes initially.  With increased confidence and competence, gained through success, learners’ progress across or up the qualification framework and onto ‘mainstream’ access courses, usually based at one of the main College centres.  

The Colleges’ aim to be truly inclusive and ‘add value’ to the learners' experience.

Numbers of 19+ Learners

    Year


      Full-time

        Part-time

         Total


	2002/03
	984
	12,401
	13,385

	2003/04
	956
	13,891
	14,847


 







                          Increase of 11% 

Of which, Adult Basic Education (ABE) Learners account for:

    Year


      Full-time

        Part-time

         Total


	2002/03
	205
	3,160
	3,365

	2003/04
	230
	3,540
	3,770


          Increase of 12%
Numbers of Teachers involved in Adult Community Learning

Over 260 teachers plus associated support staff work with adult learners.  Approximately half teach in community venues spread across the City.
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