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REPORT TO 

Introduction 

Planning continues for the Commonwealth Games and all is going well. 

The Commonwealth Games Task Group 

The Commonwealth Games Task Group continues to meet regularly and monitor developments. 

Baton Relay 

Confirmation has been received that the Baton Relay will come to Salford on 25 July 2002. The route has now been agreed. In addition it has now been confirmed that it is Manchester 2002 Limited’s intention to transport the Baton by ferry from Salford Quays to the stadium subject to security issues being addressed. Information on the route remains confidential due to security issues. 

A number of Salford residents were successful in their nominations to carry the Baton although due to an over-scribing of nominations in Greater Manchester, and under-subscription around the rest of the UK, many will be running in other parts of the country. 

The Baton Relay will be supported and promoted by Blue Peter and by 6 million Cadbury’s chocolate bar wrappers. 

Pre-Volunteer programme 

The Pre Volunteer Programme was created to train young people and the long-term unemployed, with a number then being offered an opportunity to become Games volunteers. The course, and any subsequent Games work, is intended to help all the graduates to find a job. 191 Salfordians, including a group of young people from Salford Consortium, have graduated so far. A fantastic 80 have gone on to take Games-time roles, despite fierce competition for the volunteer places. This far exceeds other local authority figures. 

The possibility of using some of the PVP Volunteers to support the work of Salford’s Games Office has been explored and may commence shortly.

Venue planning 

Plans at Salford Quays continues for the events to be held there. The marathon and triathlon routes have been confirmed, however the walks route has yet to be signed off and routes changed once again during the first week of April. The walks test event will take place on 21 April at Salford Quays. Revised maps for this event suggests that disruption caused to local businesses and residents will be minimal. 

Salford continues to hold formal ‘Venue Meetings’ with all Salford Quays stakeholders and M2002 which have proved very useful and successful at ensuing that all issues are addressed and resolved. 

Service Level Agreements and Venue Hire Agreements are awaited from M2002 and are expected shortly which will clarify stakeholder roles and responsibilities. Greater Manchester Police will be holding contingency planning table top exercises addressing key concerns and security issues. 

Planting and dressing 

M2002 has given Salford City Council a number of rose bushes in Commonwealth Games colours which will be planted around the city. Environmental Services are waiting for clement weather before planting out Salford roundabouts in order that plants are not damaged by frost. Planting is on schedule. 

Banners will be ordered shortly once confirmation from Development Services has been reached regarding which lighting columns in Salford can take the weight of banners. Whilst Bolton and Stockport have erected their banners earlier this year, delays to Salford have been caused by waiting for official confirmation from M2002 as to logos and colours. Banners in these two local authority areas do not conform to corporate guidelines for M2002 and will cause problems for TV coverage, therefore Salford has agreed to wait until official confirmation has been agreed. It is anticipated that banners will be erected in early June. 

Press and PR 

Work continues with the local media regarding Salford and the Games, and good contacts have been established, Salford is featured highly on Games FM the official Commonwealth Games radio station and has contributed to a set of ‘BBC postcards’ to be broadcast to Commonwealth countries. 

The Salford Games website is now up and running and has received positive feedback from visitors to the site. It can be found at www.salford.gov.uk/games2002. 

The South Africa Link 

The South Africa link continues with its development. Plans to hold a South Africa in schools with money being raised going to South African schools continues to be developed, along with plans to develop a penfriend scheme for pupils. Salford hosted a visit by the South African High Commission in March which was very successful and reports that South Africa are delighted with the support they have received from Salford are positive. Additional links via the Salford Export Forum, South Africa Wines etc are also being developed. 

The South African Sports Commission will be visiting Salford at the end of April to finalise arrangements. 

The Queens Golden Jubilee

Applications for information packs for groups to arrange their own Jubilee celebration have increased, whilst 10 applications to close roads for street parties have been received by Development Services. Salford City Council announced plans not to charge fees for road closures which has been positively received by the local community. 

Summary 

Planning for the Games coming to Salford continues and interest by interested stakeholders continues to grow. The Commonwealth Games Task Group has declared that no new projects will be taken on due to budgets being committed to current projects. 

