	
	ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER

FOR ARTS AND LEISURE

To the: Lifelong Learning and Leisure Scrutiny Committee

On:
Wednesday 11th February 2004

TITLE:   LPSA Update – Sports Participation

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That Scrutiny Committee note the progress made in achieving the LPSA sports participation budget.

_____________________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  The report details the progress made towards achieving the LPSA target on sports participation of 6-16 year olds.
_____________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  None


_____________________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  The nature of LPSA means that the target to be achieved has been stretched in order to provide a challenging target – the move to Salford Community Leisure has taken place during the period and the necessity to maintain levels of investment in sport is critical to the success of achieving this target.
_____________________________________________________________________

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:  Additional DTI funding for ‘pump priming’ and through Salford Community Leisure Limited’s budget and activities
_____________________________________________________________________

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  N/A
_____________________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  N/A
_____________________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER:  Faith Mann – Assistant Director Education and Leisure – 

778 0139, faith.mann@salford.gov.uk
Steve Hassall – Chief Executive Salford Community Leisure Limited – 778 0358

steve.hassall@salford.gov.uk
_____________________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:  All
_____________________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Community Plan, Sport & Health Strategy


_____________________________________________________________________

DETAILS:  

1) Background

As part of Salford’s overall Local Public Service Agreement (LPSA) one of the targets developed was for sports participation by young people.  The target is:

“To increase the number of young people aged 6-16 years participating regularly in sporting activities by 25% by 2005”

The baseline position was determined using an average of two Sport England core performance indicators.  The information for the baseline was based on surveys conducted by MORI during 2002.  The surveys were funded at the time by Sport England.  This methodology was agreed by the DCMS who have stipulated that the same methodology must be used in the 2005 survey to indicate if the target has been achieved.

Initial ‘pump prime’ funding of £83,251 over 3 years has provided the opportunity to recruit a new Sports Development Equity Officer.  The postholder’s role is to develop sporting opportunity focusing on girls, young people from ethnic minorities and young people with disabilities. These target groups were identified as those with significant lower levels of sporting participation.  More details of this work are contained in Section 2.

2)  Update

Below are the key areas of work in which the Sports Development Equity Officer has been developing:

Jan – Oct 03

· Identified current activities and areas in which participation needs to be improved especially ethnic communities.

· Since audit, established girls sports groups in Broughton, Eccles and currently targeting Orthodox Jewish Community.

· Appointed on to the North West Women’s Sports Federation (WSF) Executive Committee with responsibility to look at funding for Female North West Awareness conference.

· Awards for All grant achieved by WSF group to deliver female only Community Sports Leader Awards (CSLA) courses and hold a WSF North West Awareness conference.

· Delivery of workshop in order for clubs to develop Equity Policy 20th Oct 03.

· Equity Officer now working with Voluntary clubs to provide policy development guidance on a one to one basis.  Further workshop to be delivered January 04.

· 2 x Girls sections established in Junior Football Clubs.  Working with Greater Sport to establish Salford, Trafford and Manchester Girls Football League.

· Working with Cricket Development Group on Girls Dev Plan.

· Girls sections increasing in numbers, further interest expressed from other junior football clubs.  4 teams currently training within clubs and playing in weekend leagues.

· FA girls Kickstart course held at Moorside Junior FC in November.

· Moorside Rangers achieved grant to develop girl’s football from The Scarman Trust.  2 x female coaches currently delivering sessions.

· 2 x recreational sessions also being delivered in Fit City Eccles and Fit City Cadishead.

· Girls & women’s only Rugby League skills day held Dec 13th at Cleavley’s running track linking to Folly Lane RLFC.

· Worked with active sports manager in organising Girls Football Tournament in which 150 Girls at under 12 and Under 14 level took part.

· Monitoring to take place during next term of active sports.

· Assembly Roadshow took place to promote girls football in high schools.  Open trials held for girls from Salford to qualify for county coaching centre.  60 girls attended both trail dates, 16 girls from under 12, under 14 age groups selected for centre of excellence.  All other girls fed in to local clubs and recreational sessions in centres.

· Links made with Salford College and Salford University with view to sports students assisting in the establishment of Salford Schools Girls football league to start in spring in preparation for GMYG 2004.

· Provided a team to represent Salford in all ten sports at Greater Manchester Youth Games.

· Nike Girls workshop held.

· Follow up to implement strategies within PE dept in schools commenced Sept 03.  Salford schools nominated for NIKE girls in sport awards.

· Away day attended and ideas discussed on increasing participation levels for the forthcoming survey in February – Equity Officer to work on sports development representation at women’s PE meetings, also continue follow up on NIKE girls in sport project.

· Increased provision of Asian womens swim session approx 45 young women attends ever Tuesday.

· Consultations occurred with APNA youth and working with greater sport to increase participation through BME (black and minority ethnic) funding.

· Work continues with APNA girls youth group focusing on fitness and health activities.  Aerobics sessions to start ASAP at the Salford Link centre.

· Further consultation with the Jewish community as led to a link with NDC with a  view to delivering sessions in target areas of the Jewish community.

· Jewish youth worker drawing plan of activities for further discussion.

· Working with community safety officer in drawing up a leisure pack for Refugee and asylum seeker children.  Approx 30 children also attended summer sessions.

· A day was held on March 5th at Salford Watersports Centre in which around 40 women attended and took part in Climbing Kayaking, Bell Boating, Orienteering. Part of International Women’s Week.

· A session was then developed and is held every Thursday excluding Holidays.  A group of women have now completed Kayaking level 1.  Winter activities include climbing and orienteering.

· Girls sports club developed in Lower Broughton.  15 girls regularly attend.

· Continuously liaising with Salford Link Project.

· Links now been made with Albion High School.  NDC and Equity Officer working on after school activities for girls.

· Girls League also in planning stages as part of JJB Community Soccer Project.

· 25 Female Sports Coaches employed to deliver summer programme.  These coaches will remain on casual coaches register for future employment.

· Bid to be put in to WSF to host women’s only CSLA course in Salford.

· Links also been made with Greatersport and FA with a view to also hosting Womens only FA level in new year.

Oct 03 – Jan 04

· 6 week course of Aerobics and Aqua Aerobics taking place at Eccles Link Project and Pendleton College for Asian young girls and women in Jan 04.

· Women only CSLA planned for April 04 – Targeting womens centres, voluntary sports clubs etc.

· Girls JJB community soccer league established.  Approx six teams from areas citywide attending and playing on Friday evenings.

· 2 further girls’ sections developed in junior football clubs.

· Salford Schools Girls Football league developed and established.  7 schools, 14 teams, 36 girls playing each week partnership with Salford College.

· Salford girls football Development Group constitution developed and awaiting appointment of officers to apply for a 4 A grant.

· Further increase in number of female coaches and volunteers.

· Increased work with Refugee and asylum seeker community.  Saturday club established through Refugee & Asylum Participatory Action Research (RAPAR) – Sports Development providing coaching and sports sessions.  Learn to swim sessions in planning stages for girls.

· Teams from RAPAR now playing in JJB soccer league on Fridays.

· Restructure of Oakwood Sports club linking with sports development has increased sports specific sessions for young people with disabilities.

· Plans now in place to recruit athletes and develop specific training sessions for Youth Games 2004.

· More disabled volunteers recruited through consultation exercises at Pendleton and Eccles Colleges.  Now assisting with disability sports activities.

· Lunchtime sports sessions held at Wentworth High School for pupils with disabilities.

· Paralympics Road show planned for April as part of Greater Manchester Disability Development group initiative.

· Salford Disability Sports Forum established.  Exec Committee appointed to plan launch of the official forum which is to be held in May 04.

· Salford hosting Goalball Development day at Broughton rec in partnership with Cosmick Training and British Blind Sport for coaches and volunteers.

3)  Measurement

The MORI survey to measure progress against the target is not timetabled until Spring 2005.

However a survey of Year 9 pupils to be undertaken in late February will provide an indication of progress towards the target.  A similar Year 9 survey was undertaken in 2001 and progress in the relevant sports participation targets will help provide a guide on the achievement of the LPSA target.

The results of the Year 9 survey are not expected until July.

4)  Future

If the target is achieved then an overall ‘reward’ is received by the City Council.  The paragraph in Salford Community Leisure Limited’s Business Plan clearly expresses the position regarding this potential source of funding:

‘Salford Community Leisure is acting as the vehicle in achieving the LPSA target on sporting participation.  If the target is successfully achieved in Spring 2005 then the “reward” payment in excess of £500,000 provides significant investment opportunity for SCL subject to confirmation by the City Council.”
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