LIFELONG LEARNING AND LEISURE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

ACTION SHEET ARISING FROM THE 14 JANUARY 2004.


Present: Councillors Pennington (Chair), Upton, Witkowski, Fernandez, B Lea, Eglin, Carson, Jones and Wilkinson, Reverends Paxton and Perrott.

Invitees and Officers: Karen Lucas, Russell Bernstein, Jill Baker (item 3), John Stephens (all items), Lynn Wright (item3), Paul Greenway (item 5), Terry Stringer (item 6), Helen Hayes (item 4) and Paul Woltman (item 5).

Apologies: Councillors Dobbs, Cullen and Mann, Reverend Paxton and Jeremy Michelson.





	Item/Responsible Member/Officer
	Presentation
	Further Discussion & Action Required.
	Timescale.

	1.Action sheet arising from the 10 December 2003.

Karen Lucas
	Action sheet approved.
	
	Date to be agreed.

	2. LEA Ofsted Inspection Report.

Jill Baker & Lynn Wright.
	The Inspection took place in September 2003. It was a joint inspection by Ofsted and District Audit. The last inspection of the LEA was done in 1999.

Jill Baker provided a resume of the main findings on pages 6 and 7 of the report.

Appendix A ‘Judgement Recording Statements’ shows the grades awarded to 54 areas of the service, the majority of grades are in the middle band.

The LEA will be producing a post Ofsted inspection action plan for the DfES.

The LEA are producing a leaflet that summarises the Ofsted report, this will be made available to parents.
	 Councillor Pennington felt the overall Ofsted Inspection report was good, but is not reflected in the CPA report. 

 Jill Baker explained that the CPA Inspectors looked at data from up to 2 years ago, which does not provide an accurate picture of the present situation within the LEA.

Councillor Fernandez asked if the implications regarding the amalgamation of the 2 schools in Little Hulton had been fed into the inspection process? 

Jill explained that Head Teachers completed questionnaires for the inspection and the Inspectors organised various focus group for parents to air their views.

Councillor B Lea said he would like to see a standard format across all Governing Bodies for the Governors reports they provide to Head Teachers. John Stephens agreed to consider this suggestion.

The process for ensuring Governing Bodies receive all relevant documentation/reports has been tightened up, these are now sent direct and action agreed is minuted.

Councillor Jones said he was surprised with the comments in the report  in relation to SEN and ethnic minorities, as  he felt they had made good progress. 

Jill explained that in the 2 years since the last inspection strategies and policies have been introduced for SEN, progress is then dependant on having staff in post i.e. Educational Psychologists. With regards ethnic minorities, there has been a huge increase in demand and little increase in resources, the report acknowledges the high quality of support provided, but the LEA have not been good at challenging young people to attain higher grades and increase skills.

The system for reporting racist incidents has been revised but was implemented to early for Ofsted to score. The revised system makes it easier for schools, they are now able to complete the form electronically and forward to the police on a monthly basis.

Members raised concerns about the negative press releases and the alarm it creates.

Agreed:

The post Ofsted Inspection Action Plan to be presented to Members on the 12 May 2004.
	May 2004.


	3. Out of School Provision.

Helen Hayes.
	Members received a presentation outlining the main points of the report.

Strategy targets 2001 – 04
Baseline:

Pre school childcare – 21%

Out of school childcare – 7%

(these figures are presently being reviewed.

Funding from external grants:

Pre school childcare - £2,732,017

Out of school childcare – 

                                   £1,488,132

Total                         = £4,220,149

The Early Years Service is due to be reviewed.
	Progress to date has exceeded the targets set for pre school childcare and out of school provision.

The LEA does not have any control over what childcare providers charge for their service.

The DfES are starting to introduce new systems to monitor provision and comparisons with other local authorities.

Members conveyed their concern regarding unregistered childcare providers.

Helen Hayes explained that they do try and promote to parents the need to place their children with registered service providers and the implications if they don’t.

Councillor B Lea asked for comparative provision figures for each of the wards in Salford, this was agreed.

Agreed:

Members to receive comparative child care provision figures for each of the wards as well as comparative figures with neighbouring authorities.    –  Karen Lucas in liaison with Helen Hayes.
	Date to be agreed.

	4. Pledge 6 – Supporting Young People.

Paul Greenway and Paul Woltman.
	Members received a joint report from Community and Social Services and Education and Leisure on the progress in achieving the objectives for pledge 6.

The report was presented to Cabinet on the 11 November 2003, the report was noted and the recommendations accepted.
	Councillor Jones highlighted the need to have a Youth Worker assigned to each problematic estate to work with young people. 

Paul Woltman explained that there have been many studies and experiments for engaging young people in constructive activities , Salford are presently carrying out a project in Duchy, which is led by Blackburn Child Care Society (outlined in page 3 of the report). The Education and Leisure Directorate are presently in the process of developing a strategy to involve young people in service development. 

Councillor Eglin conveyed his concerns about the loss of the detached Youth Worker in the Brookhouse area who will be finishing prior to the end of his contract due to the uncertainty regarding the future of his post. 

Members raised concerns about the lack of resources in some areas of the city and the number of trained staff available to supervise activities. 

Paul Greenway explained that they had to introduce geographical funding in order to be eligible for monies from the Children’s Fund; this takes away flexibility in targeting wards, which need more resources. The youth Strategy will also consider how we need to work at ward level.

Members of Lifelong Learning and Leisure Scrutiny Committee will be receiving a presentation of the Best Value Review of the Youth Service (Faith Mann) and a progress report of the Youth Strategy Councillor M Lea) on the 11 February 2004.
	

	5. Support for Raising Standards in Primary Schools.

John Stephens and Terry Stringer.
	The results of the performance in end of key 1 and 2 stage tests for 2003 have improved; the results were validated prior to Christmas.

Table 3 in the report shows how Salford compares to our neighbouring authorities, Salford LEA are 7 out of 13.

The report also contains various tables for both key stages 1 and 2, which highlights performance nationally. 

The LEA now has 6 School Improvement Officers, an increase of 4 following a Best Value Review.

John Stephens informed Members that they had provided the same report and presentation to the DfES, who were please with Salford’s progress and focus on and they liked the way the information was portrayed.
	Councillor Pennington asked if the LEA had the resources to continue, John said they had and had also obtained some national funding.

Councillor Upton asked if the reason for the poor results in science is due to a lack of science teachers?  

Terry Stringer explained that this is a contributory factor but the main reason being that in primary schools more emphasis is placed on English and mathematics.

Agreed:

Members to receive further update reports on a scheduled basis.  Karen Lucas in liaison with John Stephens and Terry Stringer.
	Dates to be agreed.

	7. Work Programme.

Karen Lucas
	
	Councillor Merry will be providing an update regarding the closure of Hope Library at the February meeting. Ward Members to be invited. – Karen Lucas.

Councillor Jones requested the following issue be added to the work programme; the communities use of leisure facilities, sports/art projects.   – Karen Lucas in liaison with Education & Leisure Directorate.
	11 February 2004.

Date to be agreed.

	8. Forward Plan.

Karen Lucas.
	There are no key decisions listed on the forward plan that impact this committee.
	
	


	Chair
	Councillor Bernard Pennington
	0161 790 4181

	Assistant Director
	Russell Bernstein
	0161 793 3530

	Scrutiny Support Officer
	Karen Lucas
	0161 793 3318  karen.lucas@salford.gov.uk


Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 11 February 2004, 2pm at the Civic Centre Swinton.
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