LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
22nd February, 2007

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
12 noon
PRESENT:
Councillor Wilson - in the Chair

Councillors Val Burgoyne, Dawson, Robin Garrido, Morris, Mullen and Pooley
114.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Ferrer, Macdonald and Miller.

115.
MARTIN SEEL

The Chairman reported that this would be the last meeting attended by Martin Seel of the Licensing Section, prior to his retirement in March, following 14 years service with the City Council.  On behalf of the Panel, the Chairman thanked Martin for his services to the City Council, and in particular the panel, and wished him a long and happy retirement.

116.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 25th January, 2007, were agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

117.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business, detailed in Minutes 118, 119, 120 and 121 below, on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 12A to the Act, and would not in balance, be in the public interest to disclose, because disclosure would be in breach of the Data Protection Act 1998, and would not provide the public with any useful information.

118.
APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned application for a private hire driver’s licence be dealt with as follows:-

	Applicant
	Decision



	PHD No. 258
	Refused


119.
BREACH OF PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS CONDITIONS

The Strategic Director of Environment submitted a report indicating that the holder of private hire driver licence number 1236, had been in breach of existing conditions, in that they had failed to inform the Licensing Section of criminal convictions which they had received.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the holder of PHD licence number 1236 be required to resit the City Council’s private hire drivers’ test, and if successful be requested to attend the next appropriate meeting of the Panel to receive a reprimand in relation to their past conduct, and advised on their future actions.




(2) THAT in the event that the holder of PHD licence number 1236 fails to successfully resit the private hire drivers’ test, their licence be suspended pending the matter being brought back to the next appropriate meeting of the Panel for determination.




(3) THAT the Strategic Director of Environment be requested to submit a report at the next meeting of the Panel, providing an overview of the elements of test, which the City Council requires all applicants, for private hire licences, to sit.

120.
APPLICATION FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER LICENCE

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned application for hackney carriage driver’s licence be dealt with as follows:-

	Applicant
	Decision



	Hackney Carriage Driver Licence No. 31 
	Granted for a six month period to be reviewed thereafter, subject to applicant renewing their existing driving licence to incorporate a recent change of address


121.
ILLEGAL PRIVATE HIRE OPERATION

The Strategic Director of Environment submitted a report informing Members of the recent successful prosecution of an individual acting as a private hire operator, without being licensed to do so.  The report indicated that the prosecution had arisen following an investigation undertaken by the Licensing Section of the Environment Directorate.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted, and that the Strategic Director of Environment, and in particular the officers of the Licensing Section, be thanked for their efforts, which had led to this successful prosecution.

122.
APPLICATION TO UPGRADE SECTION 34 GAMING MACHINES 

The Strategic Director of Environment submitted a report detailing the following applications for the installation of additional gaming machines as specified under Section 34 of the Gaming Act 1968:-

	Premises
	Current Permit
	Requested Permit



	White Horse, 575 Liverpool Road, Irlam, M44 5BE
	2 machines
	3 machines

	Eccles Cross, 13 Regent Street, Eccles, M30 0BP
	3 machines
	4 machines



RESOLVED:
THAT the applications as detailed above, be approved.

123.
BRIDGEWATER PUBLIC HOUSE, WORSLEY

Councillor Robin Garrido referred to a recent meeting between the licensee and owners of the Bridgewater Public House, Worsley, and local residents indicating that at the meeting, the representatives of the pub had indicated that they had recently met with the Greater Manchester Police’s Licensing Officer for Salford, who had stated, as far as they were concerned, there were no problems, or operational issues, with regard to the running of the premises.  As a local resident himself, Councillor Garrido expressed concern at these alleged comments, and said that despite restrictions placed on the licence for the premises by this Panel, the persons living in the vicinity, were still subject to disruption inconvenience and general anti social behaviour caused by the operation of the public house, and the actions of its patrons.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services be requested to write to the Chief Superintendent for the Salford Division of Greater Manchester Police expressing concerns at the alleged comments made by the Force’s Licensing Officer, together with extending an invitation to the latter, for him to attend the next meeting of the Panel, to provide Members with an update on policing issues in relation to the operation of the Bridgewater Public House, and to clarify if the alleged remarks were accurate. 
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