LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
22nd June, 2006

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
12.10 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Wilson - in the Chair

Councillors Eric Burgoyne, Val Burgoyne, Ferrer, Robin Garrido, Macdonald, Miller, Mullen, Pooley and Witkowski
15.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Dawson.

16.
NEW MEMBER


The Chairman welcomed Councillor Ferrer to her first meeting following her appointment as a Member of the Panel.

17.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 25th May, 2006, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

18. USE OF COUNCIL LAND BY CIRCUSES
(Previous Minute 12 – 25th May, 2006)

Councillor Macdonald reported that he had obtained clarification with regard to the 

licensing of performing animals, which had indicated that the City Council was only able 

to ban circuses involving performing animals from operating on land that was owned by 

the City Council.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

19.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business, detailed in Minute 20 below, on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 12A to the Act, and would not on balance be in the public interest to disclose because disclosure would be in breach of the Data Protection Act, and would not provide the public with any useful information.

20.
APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE
RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the under-mentioned application for a Private Hire Driver’s Licence be dealt with as follows:-

Applicant
Decision



PHD No. 351
Approved for a 12 month period, to be reviewed thereafter, subject to the applicant’s statement that he had previously been granted a Private Hire Driver’s Licence and a Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence by another authority, being verified.



PHD No. 1146
Refused.





(2) THAT it be noted that Councillor Witkowski declared a non-pecuniary interest in respect of the application from PHD No. 1146, due to a member of his family working for the applicant’s taxi firm.



(3) THAT the application form for a Private Hire Driver’s Licence be amended to include a question as to whether the applicant had previously been granted a Private Hire Driver’s Licence, or a Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence, by another authority.



(4) THAT future reports regarding this matter include information as to when previous convictions had been/would be spent.

21.
ISSUES RAISED BY THE HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER REPRESENTATIVE
(Mr. P. Joy, representative of the Hackney Carriage drivers attended for this item).

The Panel considered the following items for discussion that had been submitted by the representative of the Hackney Carriage drivers:-

(a) Salford Precinct – Hackney Carriage Vehicles
(Previous Minute 6 – 25th May, 2006)

Mr. P. Joy reported that the problems that had been referred to at the last meeting regarding Hackney Carriage vehicles tailing back at the Salford Precinct rank and blocking the nearby slip road had been raised with drivers using the rank, and a flier had been distributed to drivers which had strongly urged them not to park on the junction in question.

Jane Nugent reported that Steven Lee and herself would be visiting the Salford Precinct rank in the near future in order to observe the situation and to try to identify a possible solution to the problem.

RESOLVED: THAT an update be provided at the next meeting of the Panel.

(b) Student Villiage, Cromwell Road Taxi Rank/Bridgewater Public House, Worsley
The Chairman referred to problems that were being experienced at the Cromwell Road Taxi Rank, which related to private hire vehicles parking on the junction box next to the rank and picking up passengers without having received a booking.

Jane Nugent reported that Licensing Officers attended at the above rank on a regular basis, although this was having little effect as the private hire drivers tended to leave the area once they became aware of the officers’ presence.

Reference was made to problems that were being experienced outside the Bridgewater public house in Worsley, which involved private hire vehicles parking on double yellow lines, often on both sides of a narrow, busy road and picking up passengers without having received a booking.

Jane Nugent reported that Licensing Officers had recently attended at the above premises on which occasion the private hire vehicles waiting outside were found to have been booked.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT a letter be sent to all private hire taxi companies in Salford enforcing the fact that, should one of their drivers be found to have picked up passengers illegally, the driver would be required to appear before the Panel and could possibly lose their private hire driver’s licence.  (It was agreed that the letter would include a request for the telephone operators not to encourage drivers to take bookings).




(2) THAT a representative from Greater Manchester Police be invited to attend the next meeting of the Panel in order for discussion to take place in relation to the problems that were being experienced in the above areas.

(c)
Consultation and process for introduction of new ranks

Mr. P. Joy referred to a requirement for new ranks to be located in various areas of the City and he requested information as to the procedures and consultation process in respect of the introduction of new ranks.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the above item be considered at the next meeting of the Panel, to which Steven Lee be invited.




(2) THAT Mr. P. Joy provide suggestions regarding areas where new ranks were required for consideration at the next meeting of the Panel.

22.
APPLICATIONS FOR ONE MAN OPERATOR’S LICENCE
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the granting of a one man operator’s licence to the following persons, so as to enable them to operate a one man private hire vehicle, from the addresses respectively indicated:-

· Brian Henry – 13, Wordworth Road, Swinton,

· Barry Eric Wilkinson – 27, Brindley Close, Eccles.

23.
REPORT ON LICENSING ACT 2003 RE. TEMPORARY EVENTS AND REPETITION


OF APPLICATIONS TO VARY LICENCES

Tracy Barr presented a report of the Lead Member for Licensing Regulatory Panel on the Licensing Act 2003, with regard to temporary events and repetition of applications to vary licences.

Discussion took place as to whether a temporary events notice was required for various types of events that were held by community groups and associations and it was concluded that individual events needed to be considered on their own particular facts. The need for the Licensing Officer to be provided with as much information as possible when advice was sought in relation to a particular event was emphasised.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT it be noted that Members were advised to contact the Licensing Department, should they wish to discuss the facts of a particular event in order to establish whether a temporary events notice was required.



(2) THAT arrangements be made for a notice to appear in the Advertiser, advising community groups and associations planning to hold an event to discuss the facts of the event with an officer from the Licensing Department, in order to establish whether a temporary events notice would be required.

24. GAMBLING ACT 2005 – RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY FOR THE PROTECTION OF


CHILDREN
Tracy Barr presented a report of the Lead Member for Licensing Regulatory Panel regarding the appointment of a body that would be a Responsible Authority under the Gambling Act 2005 for the protection of children from harm.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Children’s Safeguarding Unit, within the Children’s Services Directorate, also be the Responsible Authority under the Gambling Act 2005, designated in writing by the Licensing Authority as competent to advise about the protection of children.

25.
LICENSING ACT 2003
Councillor Macdonald enquired as to whether it would be possible for an officer from the Licensing Department to attend a Community Committee meeting, should they be requested to do so, in order to explain the implications of the Licensing Act 2003 to Committee members. Jane Nugent indicated that this would be possible.

Councillor Macdonald referred to the extended hours licences that had been granted so far and enquired as to whether it would be possible for Elected Members to be advised of those that had been granted in respect of their particular ward.

RESOLVED:
THAT Elected Members be provided with copies of the decisions regarding the extended hours licences that had been granted in respect of their particular ward, and arrangements be made for this process to be undertaken in respect of those that are granted in the future.

26.
BRIDGEWATER PUBLIC HOUSE, WORSLEY – LICENSING APPEAL PANEL HELD


ON 19TH JUNE 2006
In response to concerns that had been expressed by Councillor Robin Garrido at the last meeting of the Council, held on 21st June 2006, regarding the implementation of the Licensing Act 2003, Councillor Val Burgoyne gave details of the decision that had been reached in respect of the above appeal, and explained the reasons as to why that decision had been taken.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

27.
TIMING OF LICENSING APPEAL PANELS
Ken Green informed Members that a question had recently been raised by a member of the public as to whether it would be possible for Licensing Appeal Panels to be held in the evening.

RESOLVED:
THAT the above item be considered at the next meeting of the Panel.

PAGE  
5
R:\status\working\admin\omin\lrpm220606.doc

