LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
23rd March, 2006

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
11.30 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Wilson - in the Chair

Councillors Val Burgoyne, Dawson, Heywood, Macdonald, Miller, Morris, Mullen and Pooley
111.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Robin Garrido, Hulmes and Bernard Lea.

112.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the Panel held on 23rd February, 2006, on which further information was submitted (see Minute No. 113 below), were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair of the Panel.

113.
PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER - BREACH OF CONDITIONS

(Previous Minute 107 - 23rd February, 2006)

The Panel were informed that private hire drivernumber1170, had now taken the private hire driver’s conditions test to the satisfaction of the Strategic Director Environment.

It was also reported that a letter had been sent to all private hire operators regarding the implications of drivers being reported for using car horns unduly.

Members discussed the ring back scheme that operated within the City.  It was reported that only a small number of operators provided this facility and if it was more widely used, it may reduce the need to use car horns in built up areas.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

114.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business detailed in Minute 115 below, on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraph 2 of schedule 12A to the Act.

115.
APPLICATION FOR A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS’ LICENCE

RESOLVED:
THAT the application in respect of PHD 1892 be refused.

116.
CHARITABLE COLLECTION PERMITS
Submitted for information action taken under delegated authority to grant consent for charitable collections in the City for the period 1st March-23rd March, 2006.

Members commented upon the applications and asked about procedural steps taken by the Directorate to ensure applicants met the statutory requirements.

A question was also raised regarding the current scheme of delegation that related to  the granting of consent to applications for charitable collections.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted, and the Strategic Director Environment, submit a report to the next meeting detailing the current scheme of delegation relating to charitable collections.

117.
LICENSING OF CERTAIN PRIVATE HIRE MINIBUSES
Submitted a report of the Strategic Director  Environment containing proposals to vary existing conditions to allow additional vehicles to be used as private hire minibuses, subject to them being tested and meeting the required criteria.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Peugeot Eurocab Hackney vehicle, or any future MPV authorised for Hackney Carriage  purposes be approved in the colours of black and silver only.



(2) THAT the Peugeot Eurobus Private Hire vehicle or any future private hire minibus or MPV, where there is potential for a hackney carriage version to also be authorised, be only approved for private hire use in any colour other than black or silver.



(3) THAT any MPV authorised for either Hackney or Private Hire use be differentiated not only by colour as indicated above, but also by the display of signage in accordance with existing policy.

118.
APPLICATION TO DISPLAY COMMERCIAL ADVERT ON LICENSED


SALFORD HACKNEY CARRIAGES

Submitted an application to display advertising material on a hackney carriage vehicle.


RESOLVED:
THAT the application be refused.

119.
HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVERS ITEMS
The Panel considered items for discussion that had been submitted by the representative of the hackney carriage drivers namely -


(a)
Clarification on Taxi Licensing Policy.


(b)
Eccles Town Centre - No Entry Signs.


(c)
Regular attendance at meetings.


RESOLVED:(1) THAT the existing licensing policy for Hackney Carriages be confirmed.




(2) THAT the Deputy Director of Customer and Support Services and City Solicitor write to the Director of Housing and Planning regarding the issues raised relating to access to Eccles Town Centre by hackney carriage vehicles.




(3) THAT Mr. P. Joy, representative of the hackney carriage drivers, be invited to attend meetings of the Panel on a quarterly basis.


(Mr. P. Joy representative of the Hackney Carriage drivers attended for this item).

120.
LICENSING ACT 2003

(Previous Minute 109 - 23rd February, 2006)

The Strategic Director  Environment submitted a further report updating Members on the applications and notification process in respect of applications for licences under the Licensing Act 2003.

Members received further information regarding representations being made by LACORS to the Secretary of State on this matter.

Members requested further guidance on their role as Panel Members, and their role  Councillors as elected representatives of the community, in respect of applications for Licences under the Act.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted, and the guidance note for Elected Members be 


circulated.

121.
LICENSING OF PERFORMING ANIMALS
(The Chair indicated that he had agreed that this item, which had not been included in the agenda for the meeting, should be considered as a matter of urgency by reason of special circumstances, i.e. it had arisen since the agenda was produced and it was appropriate for it to be brought to the attention of the Panel.)

Councillor Macdonald raised a question regarding the licensing of circus performances, including  the licensing of performing animals and the existing City Council policy.  Jane Nugent reported on the current statutory provision regarding the licensing of circus performances and Indicated that the Licensing of live animals was dealt with by another part of the Directorate.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Strategic Director Environment submit a report to the next meeting of the Panel, on the procedures for the licensing for live animals and the relationship of that licence to the licensing of circus performances. 
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