LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL 
23rd September, 2010

Meeting commenced: 10.20 a.m. 








“                  ended: 11.30 a.m. 

PRESENT:
Councillor Lea – in the Chair 

Councillors Davies, Devine, Ferguson, Robin Garrido, Hill and Ryan

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Mashiter, Dawson and O’Niell. 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Councillor Hill declared an interest in item 7b and stated that she would withdraw from the meeting and take no part in this item. 

3. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 23rd September, 2010 be approved as a correct record subject to that it being noted that Councillor Mashiter took over as the Chair at item 8. 

4. MATTERS ARISING 
· Minute 7

Councillor Robin Garrido referred to minute 9 and reported that no reference had been made to what had happened in relation to PHD 1112 who had failed to report a caution for an offence and had been granted a license renewal earlier on this year. He questioned what had happened internally as this driver should have been before the Panel for this offence and requested a report from the Licensing Section be given at the next meeting. 
RESOLVED: THAT an update report be submitted to the October meeting. 
· Minute 4
Councillor Lea provided the Panel with an update with regard to the role of the Panel in relation to it is role of being part of the decision making process. He reminded the Panel of discussions he had Councillor Devine had with the Leader who had been unable to attend the Panel dates offered to him. 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 

RESOLVED: (2) THAT further dates be offered to the Leader to attend a future meeting of this Panel. 
5. OUTSTANDING ITEMS 
The Strategic director of Customer and Support Services submitted a report providing details of outstanding items, and information, requested by the Panel, together with their current status. 
Tracy Barr provided an update referring to the Council Constitution and the reasons for co-opted Members not being allowed to sit on this Panel.  

Councillor Ferguson requested an update in relation to issues raised at previous meetings regarding CCTV conditions. Tracy Barr stated that it was for the police to propose draft conditions. GMP had produced a 1st draft some months ago and were amending it in the light of feedback. Since then, she was not aware of a further draft but would follow it up and provide further information in relation to the matter at the next meeting. 

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 

RESOLVED: (2) THAT an Officer from the Licensing Section provides an update at the next meeting with regard to what CCTV conditions. 
6. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED: THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded for the following items of business 7 and 8, on the grounds that they involve likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of schedule 12A of the Act, and would not be in balance, be in the public interest to disclose, because it would breach the Data Protection Act 1998, and would not provide the public with any useful information. 
7. APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER LICENSE
RESOLVED: THAT the under mentioned applications for private hire driver PHD number be dealt with as follows: 

	
APPLICANT 
	DECISION

	PHD 773
	Refused

	PHD 452
	Refused

	PHD 682
	Refused

	PHD 635
	Refused 


8. RELEVANT CONVICTION
A report was submitted from the Deputy Director of Environment which provided a back ground to a relevant conviction of Private Hire Driver number 612. The Panel were asked to decide if the applicant was a fit and proper person to hold a Private Hire Drivers License. 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the License for Private Hire Driver number 612 be suspended for one month and that the driver be asked to attend the Licensing Office to be warned of the seriousness of this offence and informed of his suspension.  
RESOLVED: (2) THAT the Licensing Department publish a notice in the local press informing the public that such offences will not be tolerated and punishment will given to drivers who commit such offences. 

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
· Individual Driver reports
Tracy Barr informed the Panel that a request had been made by the Chair of the Salford Private Hire Drivers Association who had requested that Drivers be given a copy of the report prior to them walking into the room so that they have time to consider the report and what they might want to say. 

RESOLVED: THAT Drivers be given a copy of the report by an Officer from Licensing prior to him/her entering the room so they can consider what they want to say in the hearing. 
· Officer attendance during the decision making of applications
It was questioned whether Officers from the Licensing Section should be present for the decision making part of any applications apart from the Legal advisor and Clerk to the Panel. 

The following suggestions were made: 
· Applicants are made fully aware of the role of the Panel and Officers and told that Officers make no decision or have no input to the decision of the application;

· Panel Member and Officer cards be tabled prior to the application to ensure the drivers are clear who round the table will be making the decision;

· That standard line be included in the minutes from the Panel that it be noted that Officers have no input to the decision making of the Panel at this meeting. 

RESOLVED: THAT all of the bullet points above be implemented at future Panel meetings. 
10. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED: THAT the next meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Panel be held on Thursday, 28th October, 2010. 
