LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
23rd October, 2008

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
12.00 noon fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Councillor Wilson - in the Chair

Councillors Davies, Dawson, Deas, Dobbs, Ferrer, Robin Garrido, Hulmes, Bernard Lea, Lightup, Macdonald, Miller, Ryan and Taylor
39.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Mashiter.
40.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 25th September, 2008, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

41.
PROPOSED HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARES INCREASE 

(Previous Minute 33 - 25th September, 2008)


Mike Relph, Senior Committee Administrator, reported that the Chief Executive had confirmed that, the advice given at the previous meeting was correct, and it was the Lead Member for Environment, rather than the Panel, who had the necessary powers under the Scheme of Delegation, contained within the City Council’s Constitution, to deal with hackney carriage fare increases.


Members asked whether, in the light of this advice, it would be possible in future for the Panel to have the opportunity to consider any proposed increases in hackney carriage fares, and make recommendations on them, before a final decision was taken by the Lead Member for Environment.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Councillor Keith Mann, as Lead Member for Environment, be requested to consider, at the earliest opportunity, and determine as necessary, the outstanding proposed fare increases, submitted by representatives of the Salford hackney carriage trade.



(2) THAT Councillor Keith Mann be requested to attend the next meeting, to be held on 27th November, 2008, to advise Members of the decision he has taken in respect of (1) above, as well as to consider the possibility of procedures being devised, so as to give this Panel the opportunity to consider, and make recommendations on,  any future fare increase proposals received from the hackney carriage trade, before final determination by the Lead Member for Environment.


42.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business, detailed in Minutes 43 and 44 below, on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 12A to the Act, and would not in balance, be in the public interest to disclose, because disclosure would be in breach of the Data Protection Act 1998, and would not provide the public with any useful information.

43.
APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS’ LICENCES

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned applications for private hire drivers’ licences be dealt with as follows:-

	APPLICANT
	DECISION



	PHD No. 1150
	Refused

	PHD No. 1815
	Approved

	PHD No. 301
	Refused

	PHD No. 1885
	Refused

	PHD No. 1715
	Approved


Consideration of the applications for PHD Licence Nos. 301 and 1885, was made in  the absence of the applicants, in view that this was the second time the applications had been submitted to the Panel, and on both occasions, they had failed to attend, or had provided reasons for this. 

44.
SUSPENSION/REVOCATION OF PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER LICENCE

The Deputy Director Environment submitted a report which provided the background to a matter which had resulted in him suspending the holder of Private Hire Driver Licence No. 1816.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the actions of the Deputy Director of Environment , as detailed in the report, and summarised above.




(2) THAT the holder of Private Hire Driver Licence No. 1816 remain suspended until legal proceedings in relation to the matter have been concluded, and they have attended a future meeting of the Panel, at which, the taking of any further appropriate action, be determined. 
45.
SALFORD PRECINCT HACKNEY CARRIAGE RANK

(Previous Minute 38 - 25th September, 2008)


Phil Morton, Principal Officer Licensing and Environmental Crime, provided an update on a recent meeting with representatives of Urban Vision, in relation to hackney carriage vehicles queuing outside Salford Precinct. He said initial observations suggested that the existing rank was too small for the number of vehicles currently operating from it, and this needed to be addressed. Fundamental to the problem was the fact that, currently the Environment Directorate, and this Panel, had no say in determining the location, or size, of hackney carriage ranks in the City, with this instead being within the remit of the Sustainable Regeneration Directorate, and their partners at Urban Vision. Phil Morton said he was currently liaising with representatives of the Sustainable Regeneration Directorate, and Urban Vision, with a view to developing procedures which would allow both the Deputy Director Environment, and the Panel, as those with responsibility for the licensing of hackney carriage vehicles in the City, to have an input into the capacity, and siting, of ranks.

RESOLVED: THAT Phil Morton, together with a representative from Urban Vision, be requested to attend the next meeting of the Panel to provide a further update in relation to this matter.

46.
LICENSING AND OPERATION OF DOG KENNELS

Councillor Bernard Lea asked who had the responsibility for licensing, and monitoring the operation of, dog kennels within the City. It was reported any issues in this regard should be referred initially to the Deputy Director Environment.  
47.
INTERPRETING COURT SENTENCING 

The Panel received a presentation from Tracy Barr, Licensing Section Solicitor, providing guidance in interpreting court sentences, to assist when they were considering applications in relation to private hire, and hackney carriage, driver licences, and which focused on the following key themes:-

· Purposes of sentencing 

· Approach to sentencing 

· Range of sentences 

· Comparative severity of different sentences

RESOLVED: THAT the contents of the presentation be noted; and further information, and guidance, be provided at the next meeting on the City Council’s existing policy on the relevance of driver convictions.
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