LICENSING REGULATORY PANEL 
Thursday, 23rd December, 2010 

Meeting commenced: 10.15 a.m. 








     “            ended: 1.15 p.m. 

PRESENT:
Councillor Lea – in the Chair 

Councillors Coen, Dawson, Dirrir, Ferguson, Robin Garrido, Hill and Taylor
A minutes silence was held in memory of Councillor Devine. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Davies, Dobbs, Mashiter and Ryan. 
2. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the last meeting held on 25th November, 2010 be approved as a correct record. 
3. MATTERS ARISING
· Press release – relevant convictions
Members were informed that the press release had been made 21st December, 2010. 

RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

· Licensing Act 2003 – Draft Policy Statement
Vin Joseph, Head of Democratic Services attended the meeting to discuss the role of the Licensing Regulatory Panel prior to the implementation of the Local Government Act 2000. 
Councillor Lea questioned why the Panel could not have an impact on a Policy Decision? He informed Vin that this Panel had views on a number of issues such as how much taxi operators charged and the number of taxis allowed on the road but the Panels views were no noted with regard to such issues. He suggested that a proper method of consultation between the Panel, the Lead Member for Environment and the Scrutiny Committee and also requested that the terms of reference for the Licensing Panel prior to the implementation of the Local Government Act 2000 be submitted to the Panel at the next meeting. 
Vin stated that he was happy to pass on a resolution to the Lead Member for Environment and the Strategic Director requesting that this Panel be consulted with prior to all policies being signed off and their comments be considered and would obtain a copy of the Terms of Reference and that they would be submitted at the next meeting as requested. 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 
RESOLVED: (2) THAT the Head of Democratic Services contacts the Lead Member for Environment and the Strategic Director to propose that this Panel is consulted prior to any policies being signed off. 
RESOLVED: (3) THAT a copy of the Terms of Reference for the Licensing Panel prior to the implementation of the Local Government Act 2000 be submitted at the next meeting. 

· Complaint to Greater Manchester Police 
An e-mail from Greater Manchester Police was submitted to the Panel with an update in relation to the incident of PHD 3030. The e-mail informed them that the driver had been informed that GMP would not be taking any action through the courts for driving offences and that the incident was being looked at internally and GMP had noted the Panels concerns. 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

· Application for a permit for a House to House Collection
At the last Licensing Panel meeting an application was made for a House to House collection. Members deferred the application to another meeting on the basis that the applicant provides a copy of the company accounts and the names of all the Local Authorities they had applied for permits for. 
Ken Green, Licensing Officer, informed the Panel that the company had been contacted and informed that they needed to provide the information in order for the application to be heard but the information had not been provided as yet. 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

4. OUTSTANDING ITEMS
·   GMP CCTV Conditions 
Councillor Ferguson suggested that it would be helpful for the Panel and applicants if Greater Manchester Police produced a CCTV guidance which Merseyside Police had produced. He informed the Panel that the Home Office had produced a guideline that would help the Police produce such document. He also informed the Panel that PC Monahan would be willing to attend this meeting to provide the Panel with information on Greater Manchester Police CCTV guidelines. 
The Panel decided that this matter be reviewed in six months to see if any progress had been made. 

RESOLVED: (1)
 THAT the information be noted.

RESOLVED: (2) THAT this matter be reviewed in six months. 

· Conditions and terms tests
Members of the Panel were given copies of conditions of the Policy and copies of conditions tests as requested at the last meeting. 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted.

5. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded for the following items of business 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11, on the grounds that they involve likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of schedule 12 of the Act, and would not in balance be in the public interest to disclose, because it would breach the Data Protection Act 1998, and would not provide the public with any useful information. 
6. APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENSE
RESOLVED: THAT the under mentioned applications be dealt with as follows: 

	APPLICANT 
	DECISION 


	PHD 267
	Approve application for 12 months

	PHD 621
	Refuse

	PHD 989
	Refuse 

	PHD 850
	Approve


7. APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENSE 
A report was submitted from the Lead Member for Environment providing information for an application for the renewal of Private Hire Driver 656. 
RESOLVED: THAT Private Hire Driver 656 license be renewed. 

8. NOTIFICATION OF CONVICTION DURING TERMS OF PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENSE
A report was submitted from the Lead Member for Environment notifying the Panel of a conviction during terms of a Private hire Drivers License for Private Hire Driver number 542. 

RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred to the next meeting. 

9. BOGUS CHARITABLE COLLECTION
A report was submitted from the Lead Member for Environment informing the Panel that an arrest had been made in relation to a bogus charitable collection. 

RESOLVED: THAT the report be noted. 

10. SUMMARY OF APPEALS LODGED AGAINST PANEL DECISIONS IN 2010 
A report providing the Panel with a summary of appeals lodged against Panel Decisions in 2010 was tabled for noting. 

RESOLVED: THAT the report be noted. 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
· Enforcement of Licensing Act
Phil Morton informed the Panel of a three day workshop being held on 10th, 11th and 12th January, 2011 at the Manchester Conference Centre regarding the enforcement of the Licensing Act in licensed premises. He asked that Members of the Panel contact him if they wish to attend. 

RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted.  
· Holiday Inn MediaCityUK
Councillor Coen informed the Panel that the Holiday Inn at MediaCityUK was using a Manchester based Private Hire firm to collect guests and were using this firm only. He questioned why this was the case and questioned why a Salford based Private Hire firm had not been chosen. 
The Chair advised Councillor Coen to follow his enquiry up with the Holiday Inn and provide the Panel with an update at the next meeting. 

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 

RESOLVED: (2) THAT an update be provided at the next meeting. 

12. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED: THAT the next meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Panel be held on Thursday, 27th January, 2011 at 10.00 a.m.  
