LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
24th April, 2008

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
10.45 a.m. fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Councillor Wilson - in the Chair

Councillors, Davies, Dawson, Deas, Macdonald, Miller and Ryan
102.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Eric Burgoyne, Ferrer and Robin Garrido.
103.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the Panel held on 27th March, 2008, were agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

104.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business, detailed in Minute 105 below, on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 12A to the Act, and would not in balance, be in the public interest to disclose, because disclosure would be in breach of the Data Protection Act 1998, and would not provide the public with any useful information.

105.
APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS’ LICENCES

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned applications for private hire drivers’ licences be dealt with as follows:-

	APPLICANT
	DECISION


	PHD No. 1782
	Refused

	PHD No. 1751
	Deferred pending the attendance of the applicant

	PHD No. 1431
	Granted

	PHD No. 1017
	Refused


The consideration of the for PHD Licence No. 1782, was taken in the absence of the applicant , in view that this was the second time the application had been submitted to the Panel, and on both occasions, they had failed to attend, or had provided a reason for this. 

106. REHABILITATION COURSES FOR DRINK DRIVE OFFENDERS
Members made reference to the rehabilitation courses offered to drink drive offenders, and run by the Department of Transport, which were occasionally referred to in the background details of applications for private hire, and Hackney Carriage driver licences. It was suggested that it would be benefit if the Panel were provided with an overview of the aims and objectives of these courses, including the topics and issues they cover.
RESOLVED: THAT the Deputy Director Environment be requested to make arrangements for the Panel to receive a short briefing on the Department of Transport rehabilitation courses for drink drive offenders.

107. PRIVATE HIRE AND HACKNEY CARRIAGE CONDITIONS 

Councillor Jim Dawson asked whether it would be possible for the Panel to be briefed on the current tests that applicants for private hire, and Hackney Carriage, driver’s licences had to undertake. Jane Nugent replied that both driver, and operator, conditions were subject to a major review, including the examination element of these. She said once the review had been concluded, the Panel would receive a full briefing on its outcome and recommendations.
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