LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
24th September, 2009

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
adjourned:
11.35 a.m.

"
reconvened:
11.40 a.m. fillin "end time" 
"
ended:
12.10 p.m. fillin "end time" 
 fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Councillor Lea - in the Chair fillin "line 1" 

Councillors Coen, Davies, Dawson, Deas, Dobbs, Robin Garrido 


and Taylor fillin "other names" 
33.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Hill, Mashiter and Wilson.

34.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 27th August, 2009, were agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

35.
OUTSTANDING ITEMS

(Previous Minute 32(2) - 27th August, 2009)


The Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services submitted a report providing details of outstanding items, and information, requested by the Panel, together with their current status.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

36.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business, detailed in Minutes 37 and 38 below, on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 12 to the Act, and would not in balance, be in the public interest to disclose, because disclosure would be in breach of the Data Protection Act 1998 and would not provide the public with any useful information.

37.
APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS’ LICENCES

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned applications for private hire drivers’ licences be dealt with as follows:-

	APPLICANT
	DECISION



	PHD No. 903
	Granted for a period of 12 months, to be reviewed thereafter

	PHD No. 1402
	Granted, subject to the applicant being advised regarding their future conduct, and responsibilities, as a private hire driver, particularly in observing set speed limits

	PHD No. 1547
	Granted subject to the applicant being advised of their future conduct and obligations as a private hire driver, particularly in relation to the accumulation of fixed penalty notices for road traffic offences

	PHD No. 1526
	Granted

	PHD No. 1078
	Refused 

	PHD No. 1445
	Granted

	PHD No. 997
	Refused



The consideration of PHD Licence No. 997 was taken in the absence of the applicant, in view that this was the second time the application had been submitted, and on each occasion they had failed to attend.
38.
SUSPENSION OF PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENCE

The Deputy Director Environment submitted a report which provided the background to the suspension of holder of Private Hire Driver Licence No. 1565. The Panel were asked to endorse the suspension, and give consideration to any additional action to be taken. The licence holder was not in attendance.

RESOLVED:
THAT the action of the Deputy Director Environment be endorsed; and the licence remain suspended until the next meeting, when the holder will be invited to attend, and the Panel give consideration to any further action.
39.
APPLICATION FOR CHARITABLE COLLECTION PERMIT

The Deputy Director Environment submitted a report, containing details of an application made by Victoria Goring, on behalf of The Together Trust, to undertake a street collection at the Lowry Outlet Mall, Salford Quays, on Sunday, 27th September, 2009, between 10.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the application of The Together Trust, for a permit to undertake a charitable street collection, as summarised above, be approved.

40.
HACKNEY CARRIAGE ADVERTISEMENT

The Strategic Director Environment submitted a report detailing an application which had been submitted from Cab Solutions to display an advertisement for cosmetic surgery, specifically in relation to weight loss, on a Hackney Carriage vehicle, operating in the City of Salford.


RESOLVED:
THAT the application for the advertisement, as summarised above, be refused on the grounds that it is in conflict with the City Council’s current promotion of healthy eating, and lifestyle changes, to combat the problems associated with obesity, as well as the potential for it to cause embarrassment to persons affected by weight issues, who travel in the vehicle displaying it.

41.
DRIVERS’ CONDITIONS TEST

Councillor Bernard Lea said it would be beneficial if Members could be provided with details of those applications for private hire, and Hackney Carriage, drivers’ licences which had been submitted to the Panel for approval, but who had subsequently failed the required drivers’ conditions test.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Deputy Director Environment be requested to submit a report at the meeting of the Panel to be held on 26th November, 2009, detailing the past rate for all persons, rather than those considered by the Panel, sitting the drivers’ conditions test.
42.
VEHICLE TESTS

Councillor Bernard Lea asked whether it would be possible for the Panel to be provided with details of the number of private hire, and Hackney Carriage, vehicles which failed the required vehicle test.  It was reported that, although no vehicle was granted a licence for private hire, or Hackney Carriage, purposes, without passing the necessary test, this did not take account of those which initially failed the test, only to pass it following the necessary repairs being undertaken.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the Deputy Director Environment be requested to investigate the information held by Vehicle Management Services (VMS) section of the Environment Directorate, in terms of vehicle testing for private hire, and Hackney Carriage vehicles, and report back accordingly to a future meeting of the Panel.

43.
RECORDS OF PRIVATE HIRE AND HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCE APPLICATIONS

Councillor John Ferguson referred to the retention on the City Council’s SOLAR system, details of applications for private hire and Hackney Carriage driver licences, particularly in relation to criminal offences, and suggested this may be in conflict with procedures for holding such data.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services be requested to verify the current guidance with regard to the retention of personal information relating to applicants for private hire, and Hackney Carriage, licences. 
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