LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
25th May, 2006

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
11.10 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Wilson - in the Chair

Councillors Eric Burgoyne, Val Burgoyne, Dawson, Robin Garrido, Macdonald, Miller, Morris, Pooley and Witkowski
1.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Ferrer.

2.
NEW MEMBERS


The Chairman welcomed Councillors Eric Burgoyne and Stan Witkowski to their first meeting, following their recent appointment as Members of the Panel.

3.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 2006/07

The Chairman sought nominations for the post of Deputy Chairman for the municipal year 2006/07.  Both Councillors Val Burgoyne and Ian Macdonald were proposed and seconded.  


RESOLVED:
THAT, following a show of hands, Councillor Val Burgoyne be elected as Deputy Chairman of the Panel for the municipal year 2006/07.

4.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 26th April, 2006, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
ECCLES TOWN CENTRE - ACCESS BY HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLES

(Previous Minute 119 - 26th April, 2006)


Steven Lee, the Director of Engineering, Urban Vision Partnership Limited, attended the meeting to provide Members with an overview in relation to Hackney Carriage vehicles accessing the pedestrianised area of Eccles Town Centre.  He advised Members that the issue was one which had been given extensive consideration, and one which Paul Joy, the representative of the Salford Hackney Carriage drivers, had been fully appraised of.  It was reported that currently Hackney Carriage vehicles were unable to enter the pedestrianised area, though it was intended, as a consequence of the introduction of the Traffic Management Act 2004, to create a bus lane, which would allow such access from the Gilda Brook roundabout end of the Town Centre.  Unfortunately, no timescale had been given for the implementation of this proposal, as it was dependant on the introduction of the legislation concerned.


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted, and the information be conveyed to Paul Joy, their representative of the Salford Hackney Carriage drivers.

6.
SALFORD PRECINCT - HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLES

The Chairman referred to problems experienced at Salford Precinct, where Hackney Carriages at the rank located there, often tailed back, resulting in the blocking of the nearby slip road.  Steven Lee said this was an issue that he was aware of, and it was currently being monitored, although future developments were dependent on the proposed new Tesco development.  He, however, said that he would speak to Jane Nugent to discuss the matter, so that an appropriate interim solution could be found.  


Paul Joy, the representative of the Hackney Carriage drivers in Salford, also later attended the meeting later in proceedings, and was advised of this problem.  He gave an assurance that he would raise the Panel’s concerns with the Hackney Carriage drivers using the Salford Precinct rank.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

7.
HACKNEY CARRIAGE STAND - NEW BAILEY STREET

(Previous Minute 136 - 26th April, 2006)


Steven Lee reported that as requested, the issue of the lack of signage at the hackney carriage stand located on New Bailey Street, Salford, had been investigated, and would be installed at the earliest opportunity.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

8.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business, detailed in Minute 8 below, on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 12A to the Act, and would not on balance be in the public interest to disclose because disclosure would be in breach of the Data Protection Act, and would not provide the public with any useful information.

9.
APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned application for a Private Hire Driver’s Licence be dealt with as follows:-

	Applicant
	Decision



	PHD No. 1219
	Approved.


10.
PRIVATE HIRE OPERATORS CONDITION TO EXAMINE INSURANCE OF DRIVERS

The Strategic Director of Environment submitted a report detailing the options open to the City Council to ensure that private hire operators have responsibility for examining the insurance of private hire owner drivers in their employment.  The report indicated that under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, a Local Authority could impose conditions on private hire operator’s vehicles and drivers, they deemed necessary.  It would therefore be possible to introduce conditions on private hire operators, requiring them to have in force a system of administration to ensure that all licensed vehicles, not owned and licensed by that company, i.e. owner drivers, were appropriately insured, before allowing them to commence, and continue work.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to the introduction of an additional condition for private hire operators within the City of Salford, requiring them to have in force, a system of administration to ensure that all licensed vehicles, not owned and licensed by that company, are appropriately insured, before allowing the drivers of such vehicles, to commence and continue work as private hire drivers.




(2) THAT the Strategic Director of Environment be requested to liaise with the Principal Public Relations Officer with regard to a press release detailing the consequences for private hire operators who failed to comply with the new conditions; and that a letter, on similar lines, be sent to all holders of private hire licences within the City.

11.
APPLICATION AND RENEWAL OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS’ LICENCES RELEVANT CONVICTIONS - REVIEW OF POLICY

The Strategic Director of Environment submitted a report detailing proposed revised guidelines in relation to criminal convictions for applicants for Hackney Carriage or Private Hire Drivers’ Licences, so as to assist members and applicants in the appropriateness of determining whether such individuals were fit and proper persons to hold licences.  The report indicated that the review had followed recent legislative changes.  


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted and that the revised guidelines as now submitted be adopted.  




(2) THAT Martin Seel be thanked for his work in drawing up the revised guidelines.

12.
USE OF COUNCIL LAND BY CIRCUSES

(Previous Minute 124 - 26th April, 2006)


The Strategic Director of Environment submitted a report detailing current legislation and guidelines, in relation to the use of Council owned land by circuses.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

13.
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL SCHEME OF DELEGATION - 


CHARITABLE COLLECTION PERMITS

(Previous Minute 132 - 26th April, 2006)


The Strategic Director of Environment submitted a report detailing suggested criteria for those applications for house to house, and street collections which were deemed, because of their nature, to be necessary to be referred to the Licensing and Safety Regulatory Panel for determination, rather than delegated to officers.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the adoption of the following criteria as to the type of application for house to house and street charitable collection permits, which should be referred to the Licensing and Safety Regulatory Panel for determination:-

· Application by an organisation that has not previously had a collection in the City of Salford.

· Any organisation that has been refused a collection by any other local authority.

· Any application that has been received where the Principal Licensing Officer feels that it should be brought to the attention of Members.

· Any collection which is for political purposes.

14.
LICENSING ACT 2003

(Previous Minute 134 - 26th April, 2006)


Councillor Robin Garrido sought clarification as to guidelines used in relation to charitable organisations who staged events which required Temporary Events Licences under the Licensing Act 2003.  He particularly asked whether exemptions were available for such events due to their charitable nature.


Councillor Ian Macdonald also sought guidance with regard to repetitive applications which were submitted by licensed premises for extended hours, when initial applications had already been refused in part, or in their entirety.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the Strategic Director of Environment be requested to submit a report at the next meeting of the Panel providing clarification as to the issues raised by Members, and as summarised above.
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