LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
26th June, 2008

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
12.35 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillors Davies, Deas, Dobbs, Ferrer, Bernard Lea, Macdonald, Mashiter, Miller and Taylor

 fillin "other names" 
9.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT in the absence of Councillor George Wilson, Councillor Barbara Miller be elected as Chairman for the meeting.

Councillor Barbara Miller - in the Chair

10.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Robin Garrido and George Wilson.

11.
NEW MEMBERS

The Chairman welcomed Councillors Peter Dobbs and Janice Taylor, who had both been recently appointed as Members of the Panel.

12.
PHILIP MORTON

The Panel were introduced to Philip Morton, the Principal Officer, Licensing and Environmental Crime.  He advised Members that he had responsibility in terms of licensing and environmental crime enforcement, and was attending today’s meeting in an observer capacity.

13.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 22nd May, 2008, were agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

14.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business, detailed in Minutes 15 and 16 below, on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 12A to the Act, and would not in balance, be in the public interest to disclosure, because disclosure would be in breach of the Data Protection Act 1998, and would not provide the public with any useful information.

15.
APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS’ LICENCES

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned applications for a private hire drivers’ licences be dealt with as follows:-

	APPLICANT
	DECISION



	PHD No. 1774
	Refused

	PHD No. 517
	Granted

	PHD No. 1485
	Granted

	PHD No. 1369
	Granted for a period of 12 months, to be reviewed thereafter

	PHD No. 1558
	Refused

	PHD No. 1443
	Granted for a period of 12 months, to be reviewed thereafter

	PHD No. 1535
	Refused 



The consideration of PHD Licence No. 1558, was taken in the absence of the applicant, in view that this was the second time the application had been submitted to the Panel, and on both occasions, they had failed to attend, or had provided a reason for this.


Councillor Mary Ferrer declared an interest with regard to the application for PHD Licence No. 1558, in that the applicant was known to her.  She withdrew from the meeting for this item, and took no part in the debate, or the decision made.

16.
RENEWAL OF PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS’ LICENCES

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned applications for renewal of private hire drivers’ licences be dealt with as follows:-
	APPLICANT
	DECISION



	PHD No. 989
	Granted

	PHD No. 1660
	That the decision of the Strategic Director Environment to suspend the licence be endorsed


17.
APPLICATION FOR A PRIVATE HIRE OPERATOR’S LICENCE

The Deputy Director Environment submitted a report detailing the following application for a private hire operator’s licence:-

· Nigel Davidson of 76 East Road, London, N1 6AB, to operate a private hire company to be known as Lewis Day Transport Plc, from Unit 2, Buffalo Court, Kansas Avenue, Salford, M5 2QL.


RESOLVED:
THAT the application as detailed above be approved.

18.
POTENTIAL TRAINING POINTS 

The Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services submitted a report, seeking the Panel’s views as to whether they would welcome training on the following matters:-
· The meaning of different sentences passed by courts, so as to enable them to put into context the seriousness of offences for which applicants, making applications for licences, have been convicted.
· The general conduct of proceedings in relation to Licensing Act 2003, and Gambling Act 2005 hearings, and how to achieve balance between informality and familiarity, how questions should be posed, and who should ask them.


RESOLVED:
THAT training be provided on the above topics, to take the form of two separate sessions, to be incorporated within the agendas, of appropriate future meetings of the Panel.
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