LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL 
26th August, 2010

Meeting commenced: 10.15 a.m. 








 “                 ended: 12.50 p.m. 

PRESENT:
Councillor Lea – in the Chair 

Councillor Davies, Dawson, Garrido, Hill, Mashiter, Ryan and Taylor
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Devine, Dobbs, Ferguson and O’Niell. 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Councillor Ryan declared an interest in item 9, in that the holder of Private Hire Driver License No. 1112 was known to her, she stated that she would withdraw from the meeting and take no part in this item. 
3. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 24th June, 2010 be agreed as a correct record, subject to Councillor Ryan’s attendance. 
4. MATTERS ARISING
Councillor Lea informed the Panel that he and the Deputy Chairman had met with the Leader of the Council in relation to the role of this Panel and the need for the Panel to be part of the decision making process the same as the Planning Panel which makes policy decisions. He stated that the Leader had informed them that his view was that this was a Regulatory Panel not a Policy meeting so should not be involved in any decision making as this was for the Lead Member. 
Councillor Garrido highlighted the need to question why the Planning Panel was different to this Panel and questioned what the Government’s intentions were with regard to this matter and what the Licensing Regulatory Panels role was.
It was suggested that this item be pursued with the Leader, the Lead Member for Environment and the Cabinet and a further update be provided at the next meeting. 

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 

RESOLVED: (2) THAT a further update be provided at the next meeting.    
5. OUTSTANDING ITEMS

The Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services submitted a report providing details of outstanding items, and information, requested by the Panel, together with their current status. The following issues were discussed: 
·  Updates on the outcomes of premises license applications;

·  Minor variation applications;
·  The importance of Panel Members informing Democratic Services of their availability to sit on the Panel for a Premises Application and reports be submitted on a quarterly basis to this Panel. The Chair stressed the importance of notifying Democratic Services of availability. The last Application had resulted in one positive response and a number of apologies. This left a number of Members who had not responded at all, resulting in the Chair ringing round 48hrs before the meeting seeking members attendance. He stated that this lack of notice is unfair to whoever is servicing the Panel at the time.
·   What role a co-opted Member would have if invited to sit on this Panel and what impact they would have if allowed to do so. 

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the report be noted.



RESOLVED: (2) THAT a quarterly update report be submitted to the Panel in relation to the outcomes of premises applications. 

RESOLVED: (3) THAT Members ensure they inform Democratic Services as soon as possible whether or not they can sit on Panels for Premises License Applications. 

RESOLVED: (4) THAT Tracy Barr refers to the Council Constitution in relation to the role of a co-opted member being invited to sit on this Panel and reports back at the next meeting.  
6. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED: THAT under section 100A(4) of the local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded for the following items of business 7, 8, 9 and 10, on the grounds that they involve likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of schedule 12A of the Act, and would not in balance, be in the public interest to disclose, because it would breach the Data Protection Act 1998, and would not provide the public with any useful information. 

7. APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER LICENSE
RESOLVED: THAT the under mentioned applications for private hire driver PHD number as follows: 

	APPLICANT 


	DECISION 

	PHD 681
	Refused

	PHD 773
	Deferred  

	PHD 682
	Deferred

	PHD 1364 
	Suspend license for 7 days from 27th August, 2010

	PHD 635 
	Deferred 

	PHD 452
	Deferred 

	PHD 689
	Approved

	PHD 273 
	Refused


8. APPLICATION FOR A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER LICENSE RENEWAL
The Deputy Director for Environment submitted a report which provided a background to an application for the renewal of a private hire driver license PHD number 345. 
RESOLVED: THAT the applicants license be suspended for 14 days. 

9. SUSPENSION/REVOCATION OF A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER LICENSE 
The Deputy Director of Environment submitted a report which provided the background to the suspension/revocation of private hire driver license number 1112 which the Panel were asked to give consideration to, together with any additional action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: THAT the action of the Deputy Director for Environment in suspending/revoking private hire driver license number 1112 be endorsed and the license be revoked with immediate effect. 

10. DRAFT RESPONSE TO THE HOME OFFICE CONSULTATION ON REBALANCING THE LICENSING ACT 2003
A report was tabled from the Strategic Director of Customer Support Services in relation to the draft response from the Home Office consultation with regard to rebalancing the Licensing Act 2003. 
RESOLVED: THAT the report be noted. 

11. LICENSING APPLICATIONS
A copy of the Licensing Policy Statement was distributed to Members. 

RESOLVED: THAT this be an item on the agenda for the October Panel meeting. 

12. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED: THAT the next meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Panel be held on Thursday, 23rd September, 2010. 

