LICENSING REGULATORY PANEL 
Thursday, 27th January, 2011 

Meeting commenced: 10.20 a.m. 



   



   “               ended: 13.00 p.m. 

PRESENT – Councillor Lea – in the Chair 



Councillors Coen, Davies, Dobbs, Robin Garrido, Hill and Taylor

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Dawson, Ferguson and Mashiter. 

2. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 
The Panel were informed that Councillor Dobbs had been nominated as Deputy Chairman. 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

3. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
RESOLVED: THAT under section 100A (4) of the Local government Act 1972, the public be excluded for the following items of business 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12, on the grounds that they involve likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of schedule 12 of the Act, and would not in balance be in the public interest to disclose, because it would breach the Data Protection Act 1998, and would not provide the public with any useful information. 
4. NOTIFICATION OF CONVICTION DURING PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER LICENSE
A report of the Lead Member for Environment regarding the notification of a conviction during terms of Private Hire Drivers License for Private Hire Driver number 542 was submitted. Members of the Panel were asked to consider the application. 
RESOLVED: THAT the license be approved.
5. PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER APPLICATIONS  
RESOLVED: THAT the under mentioned applicants be dealt with as follows: 

	APPLICANT
	DECSION 

	PHD 679
	Deferred 

	PHD 890
	Approved 

	PHD 882
	Deferred

	PHD 1143
	Refused


6. CONVICTION RECEIVED DURING CURRENT PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENSE 
RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred to the next meeting. 

7. BREACH OF COUNCILS PRIVATE HIRE CONDITIONS 
A report was submitted on behalf of the Lead Member for Environment informing the Panel that PHD number 1266 who had failed to inform the Licensing Section of a traffic offence. 
RESOLVED: THAT the license be revoked with immediate effect on the grounds of public safety. 

8. APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENSE 

A report was submitted on behalf of the Lead Member for Environment for an application for a renewal of a Private Hire Drivers License for PHD 686. 
RESOLVED: THAT the applicant be given a three month suspension commencing in 21 days. 

9. LICENSING APPEALS
Members discussed what the process was with regard to drivers appealing against the decision made by the Panel. 
Members were informed that if a driver wished to appeal against the decision made by the Panel then drivers could appeal to the Magistrates Court and that this Panel did not consider any appeals. 
Tracy Barr informed the Panel that she could provide a report on what the process is in relation to appeals for Members to refer to. 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 

RESOLVED: (2) THAT a form of words on process of appeals be submitted to the Licensing Panel at the next meeting. 
10. CHAIRMANS QUESTIONS 
Councillor Lea asked if it would be possible for Members of the Panel to be shown the answers to the conditions tests that are taken by drivers at the next meeting. 

The Panel were informed that this would be possible but the information would have to be destroyed.
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 

RESOLVED: (2) THAT the information be provided at the next meeting.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS PART (II)
· Administration issues
Councillor Robin Garrido suggested that the Panel needed to discuss administration issues/procedures and asked who would the Panel speak to in a senior position at the Licensing Section to discuss this matter. 

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 

RESOLVED: (2) THAT an update be provide at the next meeting.  
· Infant seats 
Councillor Robin Garrido asked if there were any legal requirements for Private Hire and Hackney Carriage vehicles to provide infant seats in vehicles like it was in private vehicles. 
Tracy Barr informed the Panel that she would check this information but suggested that she thought there was an exemption in the law. 

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 
RESOLVED: (2) THAT Tracy Barr clarifies the law in relation to Private Hire and Hackney Carriages providing infant seats at the next meeting. 

12. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the last meeting held on 23rd December, 2010 be approved as a correct record. 

13. MATTERS ARISING
· Holiday Inn 
Councillor Coen informed the Panel that he had discussed the issue with the Taxi Trade Union and this had not been raised as an issue so he had made no further investigations in the matter. 

RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

14. OUTSTANDING ITEMS
· Terms of Reference prior to the implementation of the Local Government Act 2000
RESOLVED: THAT the Head of Democratic Services provides the Panel with a copy of the Terms of Reference for the Licensing Regulatory Panel prior to the implementation of the Local Government Act 2000.

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (PART I) 
· CCTV IN PRIVATE HIRE AND HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLES 
Councillor Coen raised the issue of having CCTV in operation in Private hire Vehicles and Hackney Carriages for the purpose of driver safety and asked if the Panel had any comments on this issue. 
Ken Green stated that there was an issue with cost and the quality of the image he informed the Panel that drivers would have to comply with the Data Protection Act and have somebody to ensure the recordings were stored properly and that it would have to be made clear before a passengers embarked into vehicles. 
The Panel asked that the Licensing Section provides them with the conditions that apply for CCTV to be in operation in Private Hire Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Vehicles. 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 

RESOLVED: (2) THAT the conditions that apply for the operation of CCTV in Private Hire and Hackney vehicles be submitted at the next meeting.  
