LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
27th October, 2005

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
11.50 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Wilson - in the Chair

Councillors V. Burgoyne, R. Garrido, Heywood, Hulmes, Macdonald, Miller and Pooley
56.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Dawson, Holt and Bernard Lea.

57.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIR

RESOLVED:
THAT an item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting, to allow for consideration to be given to the election of a Deputy Chairman of the Panel, for the remainder of the municipal year 2005/06.

58.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the separate meetings held on 22nd September, 2005, were agreed as a correct record.

59.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business, detailed in Minutes 60 and 61 below, on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraph 4 of schedule 12A to the Act.

60.
APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCES

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned applications for private hire driver’s licences be dealt with as follows:-

	Applicant
	Decision



	PHD 1913
	Deferred pending the attendance of the applicant.

	PHD 1277
	Refused.

	PHD 543
	Licence granted for a period of 12 months, to be reviewed thereafter.

	PHD 1485
	Licence granted for a period of 12 months, to be reviewed thereafter.

	PHD 1199 
	Licence granted for a period of 12 months, to be reviewed thereafter.


61.
SUSPENSION OF A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE

The Strategic Director Environment submitted a report detailing the background to a case which had resulted in the suspension of a private hire driver’s licence, under section 61(b) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. 


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted; and the actions of the Strategic Director Environment, in suspending the private hire driver licence concerned, be endorsed.




(2) THAT the Strategic Director Environment be requested to liaise with Greater Manchester Police, to ascertain progress with regard to their investigation of the matter which had lead to the suspension, so as to enable the Panel to make a decision as soon as possible, as to the reinstatement, or otherwise, of the private hire driver’s licence.

62.
APPLICATION FOR AMUSEMENT WITH PRIZES MACHINES PERMIT

The Strategic Director Environment submitted a report detailing an application which had been received from Pendleton Bowling Club for a permit to allow two amusement with prizes (AWP) machines, to be located in their premises at 13 Eccles Old Road, Salford.


RESOLVED:
THAT the application as detailed above be granted.

63.
APPLICATION FOR A ONE MAN OPERATOR’S LICENCE

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the application of Paul Rochford for a private hire operator’s licence, to operate one private hire vehicle from his home address, 16 Kitchener Avenue, Cadishead.

64.
REQUEST FOR AN INCREASE IN HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARES

The Strategic Director Environment submitted a report detailing a request which had been received from the Salford Hackney Carriage Trade for the following increase in fares:-

	
	Current Tariff 1
	Proposed Tariff 1



	Distance not exceeding 480 yards (439 metres) for the whole distance
	£1.90
	Unchanged

	Distance exceeding 480 yards (439 metres) for the first 480 yards (439 metres)
	£1.90
	Unchanged

	For each subsequent 288 yards (263 metres) or part thereof 
	20p
	Deleted



	For each subsequent 252 yards (230 metres) or part thereof
	n/a
	20p


	
	Current Tariff 2
	Proposed Tariff 2



	Distance not exceeding 400 yards (366 metres) for the whole distance
	£2.00
	£2.30

	Distance exceeding 400 yards (366 metres) for the first 400 yards (366 metres)
	£2.00
	£2.30

	For each subsequent 240 yards (219 metres) or part thereof
	20p
	Deleted

	For each subsequent 215 yards (197 metres) or part thereof
	n/a
	20p


· Tariff 1 waiting times to remain unchanged at 20p per 1½ minutes.

· Tariff 2 waiting times to remain unchanged at 30p per 1½ minutes.

· Flag fall distances to be reduced by 13% for both tariffs.

· Tariff 1 minimum fare to remain unchanged at 20p per journey.

· Tariff 2 minimum fare to remain unchanged at 30p per journey.

· Soiling charge to be increased from £20 to £30.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the proposed changes to hackney carriage fares as detailed above, and that they become operative immediately after the expiry of the 14 day period of notice for objection, which will be published in the local media; and in the event objections are received, arrangements will be made for them to being considered at the most suitable meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Panel, after the expiry date.

65.
APPLICATION TO DISPLAY COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENT ON HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE

The Strategic Director Environment submitted a report dealing with an application which had been received from Cab Solutions Limited to display commercial artwork, promoting Triumph, a manufacturer of female lingerie, on a Salford hackney carriage vehicle.


RESOLVED:
THAT the application be refused.

66.
“PUB CRAWL” TAXI SERVICE

Councillor Robin Garrido referred to a service which was being promoted in the Worsley area, apparently offering a hop on, hop off bus type service between local pubs.  Martin Seel responded that the service had been investigated by the Licensing Division, and had been found to be a legitimate private hire service run by a registered operator, in accordance with current regulations.  He went on to say that anyone using the service had to pre-book, though promotional literature circulated by the operator, had been somewhat misleading in this regard, and had consequently been withdrawn.

67.
STRETCHED LIMOUSINE HIRE

Councillor Val Burgoyne referred to the operating rules in relation to the hire of stretched limousines.  Martin Seel replied that this was a grey area, and one which the Government was currently investigating.

68.
LICENSING OF CIRCUSES

Councillor Ian Macdonald enquired as to whether licensing of circuses was within the remit of the Panel.  Jane Nugent replied that in accordance with the Licensing Act 2003 the licensing of such events would become the responsibility of local authorities, including Salford City Council, with effect from 24th November, 2005.

69.
NOISE NUISANCE LEVELS

RESOLVED:
THAT officers of the Environment Directorate be requested to attend the next meeting to provide a practical demonstration of permitted an unacceptable noise levels, so as to give Members better understanding of the issue, and assist them when considering applications under the Licensing Act 2003, when noise nuisance is a factor raised by objectors.

70.
LICENSED PREMISES - REGULAR POLICE UPDATE

(Previous Minute 53 - 22nd September, 2005)


Reference was made to previous discussions with regard to the regular attendance of Greater Manchester Police at future meetings, to give updates on crime and disorder issues, in respect of licensed premises within the city, and the suggestion that, by receiving such information, future applications under the Licensing Act 2003, subsequently considered by the Panel, could be prejudiced.


RESOLVED:
THAT an item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting to give consideration to this matter.
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