LICENSING AND SAFETY REGULATORY PANEL
28th June, 2007

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
11.15 a.m. fillin "end time" 
PRESENT:
Councillor Wilson - in the Chair

Councillors Dawson, Deas, Ferrer, Miller, Morris and Ryan
12.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Eric Burgoyne, Davies, Robin Garrido, Hulmes, Bernard Lea, Macdonald and Witkowski.
13.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 24th May, 2007, subject to the addition of Councillor John Deas to those persons welcomed to their first meeting (Minute 2), were agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

14.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business, detailed in Minutes 15 and 16 below, on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 12A to the Act, and would not in balance, be in the public interest to disclose, because disclosure would be in breach of the Data Protection Act 1998, and would not provide the public with any useful information.

15.
APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENCES

RESOLVED:
THAT the undermentioned applications for private hire drivers licences be dealt with as follows:-

	Applicant
	Decision


	PHD No. 1821
	Granted.

	PHD No. 932
	Deferred pending the attendance of the applicant.

	PHD No. 1895
	Granted.

	PHD No. 1839
	Refused on the grounds that the applicant had previously attempted to pass the City Council’s driver’s tests by fraudulent means.


16.
BREACH OF PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS CONDITIONS
The Strategic Director of Environment submitted a report indicating that the holder of private hire driver licence no. 1810, had been in breach of existing conditions, in that they had been operating without the necessary vehicle insurance.

RESOLVED:
THAT the private hire driver licence no. 1810 be reinstated with immediate effect.
17.
LICENSING ACT 2003 APPEALS
The Strategic Director of Environment submitted a report seeking approval for him to be granted delegated authority in appropriate circumstances, to enter into negotiations on behalf of the City Council in connection with appeals made by the Licensing and Safety Regulatory Panel made under the Licensing Act 2003.

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the City Solicitor being granted delegated authority to enter into negotiations on behalf of the City Council, following consultation with the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Panel, with regard to appeals under the Licensing Act 2003, so that, where appropriate, a suitable resolution can be sought, so avoiding possible lengthy court proceedings.
18.
HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS TEST
The Chairman asked whether there was an element, of the current tests the City Council operated for applicants of hackney and private hire driver’s licences, which demonstrated their command of English.  The Strategic Director Environment replied that currently the tests took the form of a written examination, which was conducted in English.  It was indicated that applicants were not tested on their verbal skills, as this would be a subjective thing to assess, and a consistent approach would be difficult to maintain.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Strategic Director Environment be requested to consider a review of the current tests for applicants of hackney carriage and private hire drivers licences, in particular the possible need for an oral element to be introduced to assess spoken language skills, together with an assessment of the practices and procedures adopted in this regard, by other local authorities in Greater Manchester.
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