	Part 1 (Open to the public)
	ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES

To the: LICENSING REGULATORY PANEL

On:
Thursday, 22 April, 2004

TITLE: Pool Betting Licence application - U4CAST

RECOMMENDATIONS:
That the application for a licence be granted

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
Mr P. Gattei on behalf of U4CAST Limited has applied to the licence for registration as a pools promoter under the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963. Under that Act, the Council must register an applicant who has paid the requisite fee, unless the applicant has conviction been convicted of certain offences under the legislation relating to pool betting business or an offence involving fraud or dishonesty. In this case, Mr Gattei has paid the fee and has no convictions, so the Council is bound to register his application. Unfortunately, under the current Scheme of Delegation there is no provision for officers to register such applications, hence this referral to yourselves.    

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Application form

Relevant legislation

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Nicky Smith

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:


CONTACT OFFICER:
Nicky Smith

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:
Not Applicable

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Communications & Public Relations; 

DETAILS:


Application has been received from Pev Gattei of U4CAST Ltd. for registration as a pools betting promoter under the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963. His company is based in Salford Quays and is developing a number of prediction competitions based on sporting events and competitions for people to play both on the internet and offline. There will be no premises on which betting will take place, as the competitions will only take place via the internet or by post.  

The first type of competition to be launched is one based on the UEFA European Football Championships in June 2004, and will involve people predicting the results of each match and gaining points for the accuracy of their predictions. Under the legislation, pools promoters may allow entries from 16 year-olds, but U4CAST will only accept entries from persons 18 and over.

Mr Gattei has provided background information regarding the company and its plans, and these are available to Panel members should they wish to see them. However, as stated in the summary above, the legislation requires the Council to register an applicant in these circumstances where he has paid the fee and has no relevant convictions, and any refusal would be likely to be overturned on appeal. 

It is recommended, therefore, that the applicant be registered as requested
