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	REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR LICENSING REGULATORY PANEL.

	TO THE LICENSING REGULATORY PANEL ON THURSDAY 22ND JUNE 2006

	TITLE:
	Gambling Act 2005 – Responsible Authority for the protection of children

	RECOMMENDATIONS:
	That Members agree to the recommendation to authorise the Councils Childrens Safeguarding Unit, within the Childrens Services Directorate to be the Responsible Authority for the protection of children

	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	To appoint a body that will be a Responsible Authority under the Gambling Act 2005 for the protection of children from harm

	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS (Available for public inspection)
	Gambling Act 2005

	ASSESSMENT OF RISK
	N/A

	SOURCE OF FUNDING
	N/A

	LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED
	Jane Nugent.     Principal Licensing Officer.

	FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED
	N/A

	CONTACT OFFICER
	Jane Nugent.     Principal Licensing Officer

	WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES
	All Wards

	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES
	N/A

	DETAILS (Continued Over)
	Attached


Gambling Act 2005 – Responsible Authority for the 

protection of children from harm

Responsible Authorities are public bodies that must be notified of applications made under the Gambling Act 2005.  They are entitled to make representations to the licensing authority in relation to applications for, and in relation to, premises licence.  The Responsible Authorities under this legislation undertake a very similar role to the Responsible Authorities under the Licensing Act.

The Responsible Authorities under the Gambling Act 2005 are:-

(a) The Licensing Authority

(b) The Gambling Commission

(c) The Chief Officer of Police

(d) The Fire & Rescue Authority

(e) Planning

(f) Environment (Pollution)

(g) Anybody, designated in writing by the Licensing Authority as competent to advise about the protection of children from harm

(h) HM Revenue & Customs; and

(i) Any other person prescribed in regulations by the Secretary of State

Section 157(h) Gambling Act 2005 (above) states that the Licensing Authority must designate in writing persons, who appear to the Authority as competent to advise about the protection of children from harm, as a Responsible Authority.

The Responsible Authority under the Licensing Act 2003 for the protection of children is the Local Authority Childrens Safeguarding Unit, within the Childrens Services Directorate.

It is recommended that the Childrens Safeguarding Unit, within the Childrens Services Directorate also be the Responsible Authority under the Gambling Act 2005, designated in writing by the Licensing Authority as competent to advise about the protection of children.

Members are requested to agree with the recommendation.

