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PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE AND HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE TESTS CARRIED OUT BETWEEN JANUARY AND JUNE 2004

The aim of this Authority through its Licensing Department is to protect the general public by ensuring that all Private Hire and Hackney Carriage vehicles licensed by the Council are safe and mechanically reliable.

As Members will be aware, all vehicles are tested before a licence is issued and annually thereafter.

In order to maintain acceptable safety standards throughout the duration of the licence, the scope of the test is extended to cover additional items and wherever practical the standards are raised beyond those recommended by manufacturers.

Some of the additional test items included are those laid down by the Council and set out in conditions to cater for the continued comfort and safety of passengers.

The standards required by this Authority should be maintained throughout the period of the licence and to ensure this is fulfilled, members of the Licensing Department continue to carry out enforcement examinations on Private Hire and Hackney Carriage vehicles.

One of the enforcement measures used in the ‘Intermediate Test’ at 6 months.  This is based on the age and condition of the vehicle or if a particular vehicle has a history of poor past maintenance.  Other full examinations carried out are normally as a result of defects identified on routine or organised roadside checks by Licensing Officers, Police or other enforcement agencies.  This is usually if a safety-related defect is discovered when the vehicle licence would be suspended.

Defects of non-safety related nature are usually required to be rectified within 24 hours and the vehicle presented at the Licensing Office as proof of repair.

At a recent meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Panel Members expressed their wish to be made aware of the statistics resulting from regular enforcement checks.  It was decided therefore that the figures relating to this be presented to the Panel on a quarterly basis.

As this is the first report of this nature, the figures presented today cover a period of 6 months, up to June 2004 in order to give Members an insight into the statistics of the year so far.

Over the above-mentioned period a total of 110 licensed vehicles were examined on roadside checks and the faults mentioned below were discovered.

1)
Breach of Council’s Conditions (i.e. No fire extinguisher, no insurance signs etc.) …    71

2)
Lighting faults   …………………………………………………………………………………  5

3)
Defective Tyres  ………………………………………………………………………………… 5

4)
Unreported road traffic accident damage   …………………………………………………… 2

5)
Miscellaneous minor defects   ………………………………………………………………… 27

The 71 vehicles found to be in breach of Conditions and with miscellaneous minor defects were required to be presented at the Licensing Office.

6 vehicles examined had their licences suspended due to the discovery of safety related defects and were required to undergo full defect removal tests a Vehicle Maintenance Section.

As can be seen, the majority of defects discovered on roadside checks have usually been breaches of the Conditions attached to the licence.  It can be said therefore, that although a necessary requirement, the defects were of a minor nature.

The instances of safety related defects discovered during roadside checks have become less regular, which would indicate that the quality of the vehicles licensed by the Council has shown a reasonable improvement in recent times.

During the first 6 months of the year, 102 vehicles were required to be presented at Vehicle Maintenance Section, Turnpike House, to undergo Intermediate checks.  Of those tested:



  5 passed on the first test



92 passed on re-test



  2 passed on 2nd re-test



  1 passed on 3rd retest

Proprietors of 3 vehicles that were presented for test with multiple faults were officially warned by letter regarding the condition of their vehicles and their licences were suspended until such time as they were deemed to be safe for use.

The 92 vehicles required to attend for a re-test were generally those found to have non-safety related defects repairable within 24 hours.

Although figures only indicate 5 vehicles were able to pass the test on the first occasion, the majority of those tested and required to return for re-test suffered only minor defects.

The above would tend to further indicate that the quality of vehicles licensed by this Authority has continued to make a reasonable improvement.

The improvements have also been noticeable by figures relating to those vehicles tested during the annual licence renewal when, for example, in 2001 the failure rate was on average in the region of 80+%,  The percentage for current test failures have shown constant figures averaging 50%.

Routine enforcement checks will continue to take place in an attempt to improve the situation even further and Members will be made aware of the results at future Panel Meetings.

