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                                 Licensing of Private Hire Minibuses.

Council members will be aware that in the late seventies Salford Council adopted the Local Government  ( Miscellaneous Provisions ) Act 1976, which gave Local Authorities the power to implement conditions relating to the issue of  Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicle and driver’s licenses.

One of the conditions  which  derives from what is known as ‘Mandatory Order’s allowed Local Authorities to decide what  type of vehicles they could licence as Hackney vehicles.

All vehicles in this Category were certified under the Metropolitan Police certificate of fitness. In Salford’s case the above condition was adopted which meant that only London type cabs or Metrocab’s could be licensed as Hackney Carriage vehicles.

The opposite applied to Private Hire vehicles because under Section 48 of the above act  vehicles that were of such a design and appearance as to lead any person to believe that the vehicle was a Hackney Carriage would not be licensed as private hire.

Salford Council implemented a condition relating to the above and any vehicle resembling a Hackney Carriage would not be licensed for private hire. This condition from the outset referred to the London type cab.

The policy was introduced because Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles were and still are controlled by two separate types of Legislation and it was deemed necessary  in order that member’s of the public could differentiate between the two.

In the last  five to seven years a number of companies have entered the market and have been manufacturing purpose built Hackney Carriage vehicles as an alternative to the London Cab.

In early 2001 Salford Council authorised the use of the Peugeot based Euro 7 cab built by Cab Direct. Before it was allowed on the streets of Salford it underwent a comprehensive examination at our vehicle testing station and was required to have been issued with the necessary European full type approval before it was accepted. This meant that the vehicle was at least equal to the Metropolitan Police certificate of fitness or it exceeded the specification required for a London type cab.

As a result of the Eurocab’s  success  other companies have followed suit and have been building similar vehicles based on Mercedes, Fiat, VW ,and other well-known manufacturer’s.

All the companies involved  including  the builder’s of the Eurocab  also  provide minibus models designed for the Private Hire  sector . 

The Private Hire version of the Eurocab 7 although similar in appearance is of different specification both inside and out. The Eurocab is fitted with a “Taxi For Hire” sign on the roof  both front and back, and also has large “Taxi” signing to the side bodywork. Inside it has a bulkhead separating the driver from passengers, and is set out like a London Cab. It therefore can easily be identified as for Hackney use.

Because the Private hire version of the Eurocab 7 under the current condition’s is said to be of similar appearance to the Hackney version it is being rejected for use in the Private Hire sector. This situation would also apply to other manufacturer’s of similar vehicles. It is felt that this ruling  is still in force because the legislation has not moved on with the more modern forms of taxi transport and alternative Hackney Carriage designs.

At this moment in time LTI the company that manufacture’s the London Cab has a monopoly in the Hackney carriage sector. Metrocab the other company providing such vehicles has in the last twelve month’s gone into liquidation and local driver’s have indicated that they will soon have to look for replacement’s  for their vehicles due to the shortage of parts. It is therefore essential that the new generation of  purpose built Hackney carriage vehicles as long as they comply with the necessary requirements are considered as alternatives to the London Taxi.

It is also essential that in order to broaden the availability of suitable minibus vehicles for use in the Private Hire sector that the existing condition which prevents their use because they resemble their Hackney Carriage Counterparts be modified. 

It is therefore requested that members consider the following proposals to vary the existing condition that would allow the Peugeot Private Hire Eurobus and other manufacturers versions of this vehicle to be licensed by this Authority should they fill the required criteria.

The Peugeot Eurocab Hackney vehicle already authorised, and any other authorised purpose built taxis should adopt  a colour code of either black or silver.

The Peugeot  Eurobus Private Hire vehicle or any other Private Hire minibus or People carrier where a Hackney version may later be Authorised, and newly licensed  to adopt  a colour code of any manufacturers colour other than black or silver.

Private Hire vehicles are already differentiated from Hackney vehicles by the display of Operator’s signs on the front doors and yellow insurance stickers on the rear door’s or panels.

If members agree with this proposal then it is envisaged that the travelling public would have no difficulty distinguishing between the two and it would provide Private Hire Licensees with a wider choice of suitable vehicles.

The current policy for the existing London type cabs and the remaining Metrocabs would remain unchanged.

Any existing Private Hire minibuses or People Carriers were a Hackney version could later be available and not complying with the proposed colour coding would be allowed Grandfather rights until such time as they were retired from service.

Members are requested to consider this report and decide upon the appropriate action.

Photographs describing the vehicles discussed in the report will be available at the Panel meeting.
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