LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL 
Thursday, 25th November, 2010 

Meeting commenced: 10.20 a.m. 

                 






 “      ended: 12.25 p.m.  

PRESENT:
Councillor Lea – in the Chair

Councillor Davies, Dawson, Dobbs, Robin Garrido, Hill and Taylor

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Devine, Ferguson, Mashiter, Tracy Barr and Jane Nugent.
2. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the last meeting held on 28th October, 2010 be approved as a correct record subject to:

Minute 9 – Charitable Collections

Members were asked to agree a proposal from the Licensing Department asking for the attendance of first time applicants for a  charitable collection. 
Members decided did not agree the proposal as they felt the current system was adequate and asked that the same system be implemented. 
3. MATTERS ARISING 
· Press release
Phil Morton informed the Panel that the Licensing Section were looking at undertaking joint work with the Police and UK Boarder Agency to complete a joint operational press release. 
Councillor Robin Garrido stated that this is not what the Panel had requested and asked that Officers do not change the decision made by Members. 

Members requested that a press release be made as requested two months ago informing the Public that the City Council will not tolerate relevant convictions made by drivers and if such offences occur drivers will be punished for them. 

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted.

RESOLVED: (2) THAT the Licensing Section ensures that the press release is issued.

· Complaint regarding abuse of Council Employee by Private Hire Driver
The Chair informed the Panel that Private Hire Driver 1244 had requested that their suspension commence a week later than given at the hearing held on 25th November, 2010 due to financial issues. The Chair stated that he had agreed to this. Councillor Robin Garrido endorsed the Chairs action. 

RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

· Licensing Act 2003 – Draft Policy Statement 
The Chair informed the Panel that this item should have been considered at the last Council. 
The Panel asked that the Clerk provides them with a copy of the Council Constitution on the role of the Licensing Regulatory Panel prior to the implementation of the Local Government Act 2000. 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 

RESOLVED: (2) THAT the Clerk provides Members with a copy of the Council Constitution prior to the implementation of the Local Government Act 2000. 
4. OUTSTANDING ITEMS 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT an update with regard to the GMP CCTV Conditions be provided at the next meeting. 
RESOLVED: (2) THAT a report on the conditions and terms test and copies of the test that drivers have to take be submitted at the next meeting. 

5. COMPLAINT TO GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
Councillor Lea informed the Community Committee of an incident on the A6 involving Greater Manchester Police and a Private Hire Driver where the driver was tailgated by the Police pulled over and accused of driving at 55 mph in a 30 mph zone. The passengers in the taxi stated that the driver was not driving at that speed and found the Police were verbally abusive to driver. Councillor Lea informed the Panel that he had asked the local Inspector, Inspector Findlow whether Greater Manchester Police had any intentions of reporting this incident to the Licensing Panel and asked for a response from him. Councillor Lea stated that he had not yet had a response and intended to send another e-mail asking for a reply. 

Councillor Robin Garrido suggested that this incident be reported to the Chief Superintendant Mulligan informing him of the Panels concerns with the way the driver had been verbally abused by the Police Officer and with the none response Councillor Lea had had when he had asked the Inspector whether Greater Manchester Police intended to report the incident to the Licensing Panel. 

Councillor Lea informed the Panel that that was his intention and he would provide a further update at the next Panel meeting once a response had been received by Greater Manchester Police. 

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 
RESOLVED: (2) THAT a further update be provided at the next Panel meeting. 
6. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED: THAT under Section 100A (4) of the Local government Act 1972, the public be excluded for the following items of business 7, 8, 9 and 10, on the grounds that they involve likely disclosure of exempt information as specified un paragraphs ! and “ of schedule 12A of the Act, and would not be in balance, be in the public interest to disclose, because it would the Data Protection Act 1998, and would not provide the public with any useful information. 
7. APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENSE
	APPLICANT 
	DECISION 



	PHD 301
	Refuse

	PHD 267
	Deferred 

	PHD 435
	Approve 

	PHD 989
	Deferred 

	PHD 1928
	Approve

	PHD 251
	Approve 

	PHD 621
	Deferred 


8. APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS LICENSE
A report was submitted from the Lead Member for Environment providing information to an application for the reinstatement of Private Hire Driver 1113. 
RESOLVED: THAT Private Hire Driver 1113 license be revoked. 

9. UNDISCLOSED RELEVANT CONVICTION
A report was submitted from the Lead Member for Environment providing information with regard to undisclosed relevant convictions from Private Hire Driver 1691. Members were asked decide if Private Hire Driver 1691 was a fit a proper person to be licensed with a Private Hire Drivers License. 
RESOLVED: THAT the application be approved. 

10. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT FOR HOUSE TO HOUSE COLLECTION 
A report was submitted by the Deputy Director for Environment for an application to make house to house collections. 

RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred to a future Licensing Panel when the application can provide Panel with a copy of the company accounts and which other Local Authorities they have applied to. 
