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	ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES 

To the: Licensing Regulatory Panel

On:
Thursday, 25 March, 2004

TITLE: Pool Betting Licence applications 

RECOMMENDATIONS:
That the report be noted and that the Panel resolve to fix the application fee as recommended in the Report

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963 empowers local authorities to grant pool betting licences to people wiching to carry out such a business in their areas. A request for such a licence has been received, but the Council does not appear to have fixed a fee for such applications as required by the Act. Since the fee has to be referred to in the application, the Panel is requested to resolve that a fee of £464 be payable for each application, the maximum authorised by the legislation and the amount which other local authorities appear to charge.   

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
Low

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Nicky Smith

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:


CONTACT OFFICER:
Nicky Smith

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:
ALL WARDS

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Communications & Public Relations; 

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

To fix a fee and consider the procedure to be followed in relation to pool betting licence applications under the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

That the contents of the Report be noted and that a fee be fixed at £464.

3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

It will be noted from the Report that the registration of pool betting promoters involves the instruction of an accountant to examine the promoter’s accounts, books and other documents. The accountant’s fees have initially to be paid by the Council, but these are recoverable from the promoter. There will also, of course, be an income by way of the fee for the application.

4.0 BACKGROUND

Although the legislation dates back to 1963, it does not appear that a resolution has been passed by the Council in relation to pool betting licences. A request for such a licence has been made to the Council, and it cannot be dealt with until the fee has been fixed.

5.0 CURRENT POSITION

The Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963 is the legislation which covers pool betting licences. Pool betting is the collective stakes of a number of persons who each stake a sum of money on one of the competitors in some competition, the proceeds being divided between the backers of the winner. This covers matters such as newspaper “fantasy competitions” involving the selection of imaginary sports teams or share portfolios etc..

In order to register as a pool promoter a person must apply to the local authority, which must register the application on payment of the fee, although it may reject it if the person has been convicted of certain offences. The fee for registration is to be fixed annually by the local authority for the whole of its area and must not exceed £464. On the 1st January each year every person who is registered has to pay a continuation fee, which is also of any amount up to £464 as may be fixed annually by the authority.

The local authority must also appoint a qualified accountant to each registered  pool promoter to exercise “the statutory duties” in relation to each promoter – this involves the examination of a statement to be submitted by the promoter with a view to determining whether the promoter is conducting his business in accordance with the legislation. The accountant holds office on such remuneration and on such terms as are determined by the local authority after consultation with the promoter.

A request has been received for a Pool Betting Licence in respect of premises in Salford. No further details have yet been obtained because it will be necessary to prepare a formal application form, part of which refers to the fee payable. 

Enquiries of other local authorities would seem to suggest that most charge the full amount of £464 for applications, and it is submitted that there is no reason why Salford should not do likewise.

