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DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

Report Regarding Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Vehicles Enforcement Checks carried out July to October 2004  

At a meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Panel sitting on the 22nd of July 2004 Members received a report submitted by the Director of Corporate Services regarding the numbers of Private Hire and Hackney Carriage vehicles examined during both routine roadside checks and Intermediate examinations at V.M.S., Turnpike House.

Members at a meeting earlier in the year had expressed their wish to be kept up to date with the vehicle enforcement checks carried out by Licensing Officers every quarter.

This report covers the period July 2004 to October 2004 and are as follows:-

Over the above period 42 vehicles underwent roadside checks and the faults mentioned below were discovered.

1)
Breach of Council’s Conditions (i.e. No Fire Extinguisher, no insurance signs etc…33

2)
Defective Tyres ………………………………………………………………………….. .  5

3)
Poor conditions …………………………………………………………………………….  1

4)
Unreported Road Accident Damage …………………………………………………….  1

The 42 vehicles found to be defective were all required to be presented at the Licensing the same day, when the defects had been rectified.

One of the vehicles was in such a condition that it was issued with an immediate suspension notice and is no longer licensed with the Authority.

The accident damaged vehicle was also suspended and was later reinstated after undergoing a further examination at V.M.S. garage.

The majority of defects discovered on roadside checks have usually been breaches of conditions.  It can be said therefore, that although a necessary requirement, the defects were of a minor nature.

The instance of safety related defects discovered during roadside checks have become less frequent, which would indicate that the quality of vehicles licensed by the Council has shown a reasonable improvement in recent years.

This is a combination of continuous enforcement measures carried out by Licensing Officers and the fact that licence holders now have access to a variety of leasing packages provided by a number of vehicle dealers.

During the period July to October 2004, 64 Intermediate tests were carried out at V.M.S. Turnpike House.

Members will remember that the intermediate examinations are carried out at random on vehicles 5 years old and over, and vehicles which have a history of poor maintenance.


10 passed on first test


48 passed on 2nd test


6 passed on 3rd test

The vehicles required to attend for re-test were generally found to have non-safety related defects repairable within 24 hours.

Only 6 were requested to be tested on 3 occasions before they were found to be satisfactory.  Again these consisted of non-safety related defects.

The above would tend to further indicate that the quality of vehicles licensed by this Authority has continued to make a reasonable improvement.

The improvements have also been noticeable by figures relating to those vehicles tested during the annual licence renewal when, for example in 2001 the failure rate was on average in the region of 80%+.  The percentage for current test failures have shown constant figures of below 45% and in recent months below 40%.

Routine enforcement checks will continue to take place in an attempt to improve the situation even further.

Members will be made aware of the results at future Panel meetings.
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