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	REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR LICENSING REGULATORY PANEL.

	TO THE LICENSING REGULATORY PANEL ON 

THURSDAY 27TH APRIL 2006

	

	TITLE:  
	The ‘Mercedes M8’ Purpose Built Hackney Carriage

	RECOMMENDATIONS:
	THAT THE PANEL DECIDE UPON THE MATTER

	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	Members are asked to consider an application from ‘Cab-Direct’ to allow their purpose built ‘M8’ Hackney Carriage vehicle to be licensed with this Authority.

	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS (Available for public inspection)
	Explanatory Report

	ASSESSMENT OF RISK
	N/A

	SOURCE OF FUNDING
	LICENCE FEE

	LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED
	Jane Nugent.     Principal Licensing Officer.

	FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED
	N.A.

	CONTACT OFFICER
	JANE NUGENT

	WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES
	All Wards

	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES
	NONE

	DETAILS (Continued Over)
	SEE REPORT OVERLEAF


Background

Members are asked to consider an application from ‘Cab-Direct’ to allow their purpose built ‘M8’ Hackney Carriage vehicle to be licensed with this Authority.

In early 2001 the Licensing Regulatory Panel considered a similar application for the Peugeot ‘Eurocab’ taxi as an alternative to the London type cab, which prior to that date has been the only vehicle authorised with Salford Council for Hackney use.

The application, for the Peugeot Eurocab, was granted and the Eurocab has been successfully in operation since that time.

The M8 Taxi is of similar specification to the Eurocab and has been purpose built solely for use as a Hackney Carriage vehicle.

It comes with European whole vehicle type approval issued by the Vehicle Certificate Agency which is the highest safety certificate available for this type of vehicle, and is considered equal to the Metropolitan Certificate of  Fitness issued to the London Cab.

The ‘M8’ Taxi has undergone a comprehensive examination at the Council’s testing station, and has been found to comply with the safety and comfort standards required by this Authority for Hackney Carriage vehicles.

It is fully wheelchair accessible and has been successfully demonstrated with a standard wheelchair by a member of the Salford Disability forum.

The vehicle is much larger than the London Taxi or the ‘Eurocab’ and its internal dimensions allow it to accommodate certain types of the electric wheelchairs, which has not been possible in the past.

If required the ‘M8’ can be modified by the manufacturer to cater for any individual Local Authority specification.

The application has been made as a result of interest shown by a number of Salford  Hackney drivers in the Mercedes M8,  which if accepted would give them a broader choice of suitable vehicles as an alternative to the London Cab, and it’s variant the ‘Metrocab’.

The latter is no longer built because the company has since gone into liquidation and due to a limited parts supply local proprietors are finding it increasingly difficult to keep their vehicles on the road, and therefore currently leaving them with a limited choice.

If the Licensing Regulatory Panel authorise this vehicle then it will adopt a colour code of either Black or Silver.

Members will remember at the Licensing Panel meeting on the 23rd of March 2006, they agreed to a colour coding policy with such vehicles in order to differentiate them from their Private Hire Variants.

Therefore, it is considered to be a viable alternative to the London Cab and members are asked to consider its approval for use as a Hackney Carriage vehicle with Salford Council.

Photographs of the vehicle will be available at the meeting showing both the inside and outside specification.

